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A. In his detailed commentary on 1 Kings, Philip Ryken writes: “For every festival there must be a feast. What would a wedding be without a reception, or Thanksgiving without turkey and stuffing, or a Little League championship without a pizza party? Good food and drink are essential to any grand celebration.”

And here we are at the dedication of the temple, the most important building in the history of the world. And, as we would expect, there was a grand feast lasting seven days. 


Living in abundance as we do, we may tend to discount the wonder of a feast. I don’t want to be critical, but when our Roman Catholic friends forbid eating meat on the Fridays before Easter and then sponsor all-you-can-eat fish frys on those day, it seems to defeat the purpose.


B. But in a land of relative scarcity, a blowout feast would be a rare and remarkable treat. The people were gladly celebrating the Lord’s blessings. It was all coming together for them. About 500 years after they had entered the Promised Land, they had at last fully taken possession of it. The Lord’s peace and prosperity were kicking in in high gear, the covenant blessings God had promised to his chosen people. No other people on earth had been so favored of God. They were now living the blessed life, and it was cause for celebration. 

Apparently, everyone had turned out for the dedication. It makes you wonder who stayed home to do the chores. It was like when a small school’s team was up for the state championship: everybody went to see it. 


Judging from the menu, it must have involved millions of people: “
62 Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord. 63 Solomon offered as peace offerings to the Lord 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord. 64 The same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lord, for there he offered the burnt offering and the grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar that was before the Lord was too small to receive the burnt offering and the grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings.”  


That’s a lot of T-bone steaks and lambchops! A portion of the peace offering would be burned on the altar, but most of the meat would be returned to the worshiper for the barbeque. And the feast lasted for a full week: 

“65 So Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great assembly, from Lebo-hamath to the Brook of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days. 66 On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king and went to their homes joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the Lord had shown to David his servant and to Israel his people.” 


C. But just prior to serving the appetizers Solomon arose to bless the people, and there he described for them and for us the truly blessed life. The blessed life is the life our wise and kind Creator wants us to live—and obviously there could be no better life. Convincing even professing Christians of this truth is often difficult, but let’s take a look. 
I. REST SECURE IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS.


A. It is difficult to live peacefully in the midst of constant insecurity. And so, we must consider what will ensure our safekeeping. And the only security on earth is found in the Lord’s faithfulness and the lavish promises he has made to his people. “54 Now as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea to the Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, where he had knelt with hands outstretched toward heaven. 55 And he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56 “Blessed be the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant.”

B. Our only sure shelter, refuge, harbor, haven is in the promises of God. Solomon confesses the truth that not one word God had promised has failed. And, please be sure you know that there is nothing else to hold on to. All else is creature and will fail you. Abraham failed, Moses failed, David failed, Solomon himself would fail dramatically. But God’s Word cannot fail. 


So, here we find the indispensable, incomparable value of the gospel. For the centerpiece of all of God’s promises is the good news of forgiveness and reconciliation with God through Christ. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:20: “For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.”
II. BE ASSURED OF GOD’S NEARNESS.


A. God’s faithfulness to his promises is a marvelous blessing. But even more is the close presence of God himself. “57 The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or forsake us….” Philip Ryken is correct: “More than all the other blessings that God has to give, we need God himself in the living presence of his grace.” Much as God’s faithfulness to his promises is comforting, his presence is even more so. Let me illustrate. A woman’s fiancé goes off to war, but he promises to return and to wed her when he does. And as good and helpful as that promise is, his return and their wedding is so much more. 


B. It may seem unnecessary to say that God is “with us.” God is everywhere in his fullness all the time. The point of this, though, is that God is with us in the fullness of his blessing for the sake of Christ. God will also be “with” everyone in hell. But he will be with them in the fullness of his wrath forever, an unthinkable, terrifying thought. As R.C. Sproul has noted, those in hell dearly wish that they had committed even one less sin. 


One of my grandchildren was messing around and enjoying it. His grandmother told him to stop. And he asked her to go into the other room…so he could keep messing around. The wicked are not at all fond of God’s presence and even wish that God was not there at all. But we take our highest hope and comfort in his promise that he will “not leave us or forsake us.”

III. WALK STEADFAST IN GOD’S WAYS.


A. Solomon’s prayer / description of the blessed life continues: “58 that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he commanded our fathers.” How do you feel about that one? Many people, even some professing Christians would not include obedience to God’s commands as a feature of the blessed life. That’s probably because they have not really thought this through. 

The book of Proverbs twice declares that “there is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.” So, we naturally think that there is a right way, the way to happiness, if you will. And it is the way that everybody follows naturally, the way of sin and self. 


B. Our Lord Jesus Christ amplified this truth in his Sermon on the Mount. “13 Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” (Matt. 7:13-14) So, if you “follow your heart,” as they say, you will find yourself in step with the world but out of step with God, and also out of step with his creation and his creation order. If you follow Jesus and obey his commands, you will find yourself out of step with the world, but in step with God and his creation order. So, this is a true, binary, either-or choice. One leads to the blessed life; the other leads to death now and in the age to come. Doesn’t seem like a hard choice. And Solomon’s prayer is that God would incline our heart to follow his ways. 
IV. STAND CONFIDENT ON GOD’S PROMISE.


A. We have noted the faithfulness of God’s promises. But here, Solomon points to a specific promise of God that is an essential part of the blessed life. “59 Let these words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the Lord, be near to the Lord our God day and night, and may he maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel, as each day requires….” Here is the promise of God’s day-to-day presence and intervention in our lives. 

This summer I gave a series of seminars on “Recovering the Supernatural Christian Faith.” The religion of many of our founding fathers was not really Christianity but something called “Deism.” Deism taught that God created all things and established his laws and then withdrew and was no longer involved in his world. This was a half-way measure before full atheism, because many elites did not want God to be involved in their lives. And that was so they could do their own thing without fear of God looking over their shoulder. 


B. But we who know and love the Lord Jesus WANT him close by and intimately involved in every aspect of life! In this request we hear an echo, I think, of the days of the wilderness wandering when God’s people depended utterly on his daily supply of manna from heaven. This truth shows up again in the prayer that our Lord taught his disciples: “give us this day our daily bread.” This close, daily, dependent walk with the Lord is sweet and desirable, and practicing day to day, moment by moment fellowship with God is a great boost to sanctification as we rely upon him and seek to please him, living coram deo, “before the face of God.”  
V. KNOW WELL GOD’S WIDENESS.


A. And then we return to a theme we found last week: God’s concern for the nations. “60 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God; there is no other.” Our God is a missionary God, a Great Commission God. He seeks to make disciples of all nations, of “all the peoples of the earth.” This, too, is a vital part of the blessed life, in two distinct ways. 


B. In one sense, as more and more people come to faith in Christ and acknowledge that the Lord is God and no other, the better things become in the society around us. For over four decades, William Wilberforce worked for the end of slavery in England. And he championed what he called a “reformation of manners.” That may sound quaint today, but by “manners” he was referring to the life that flows from a living faith in Jesus Christ. He wrote: “It is a truth which will hardly be contested, that Christianity, whenever it has at all prevailed, has raised the general standard of morals to a height before unknown.”

C. In another sense, by opening our hearts to the lost around us, God takes our focus off the self and produces a generosity and compassion of heart in us. In this we take after our Lord Jesus Christ, and that is absolutely essential to the blessed life. 
VI. LIVE TRUE TO GOD’S WISDOM. 


A. Add to this the call to live true to God’s wisdom. “61 Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the Lord our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his commandments, as at this day.” There will be no more blessed life than that enjoyed in heaven. And in that better life beyond compare, every sinful impulse, every shadow of evil that darkens our mind, every trace of devotion to self will be surgically excised from our souls, and our hearts will be wholly true to the Lord our God. So, if that is the hallmark of the most blessed life possible, what are we waiting for? 


B. In my experience, soul liveliness comes with age and experience in the life of the Christian. But so does a certain form of soul weariness. It is the weariness of the sinful impulse that rushes to the forefront in every unguarded moment. The Apostle Paul’s repeated refrain in his letters is the call to “put to death” the works of the flesh, the deeds and desires of the sinful nature. He calls believers to put them to death because they still live on all through this life. Perhaps this is one reason why Paul could state in Philippians 1:23 that his desire was “to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.”

He wanted to be with Christ, but he also wanted to be separated from the vile and corrupt sin nature. When we think of our death, or the deaths of our dear fellow believers, we would do well to keep this double blessing of death in mind. And we would do well seek that blessing for ourselves.
CONCLUSION


If you were to ask the average professing Christian today to compose a description of the elements of the blessed life, you would probably find things like, 

1. a good, well-paying, satisfying job, 

2. a happy spouse, eager to please you, 

3. well-adjusted, well-liked, compliant and successful 
children, 

4. respect among your peers, 

5. exciting trips and vacations, 

6. a lovely, spacious home in a nice neighborhood.  

Here is God’s list: 
1. Full assurance in his unfailing promises

2. The certain knowledge of his presence 
3. Holy living though obeying his commandments
4. Confidence in his daily involvement in the details 
of life
5. The increasing knowledge of God and faith in 
Jesus Christ in the world

6. A heart that is fully cured of its devotion to sin and 
self and eager to please God in all things


You have probably noticed that these two lists are strikingly different. It is God’s Word that awakens us from worldly influence in our desires and loves. We thank God for his wiser, better plans for us, and pray “thy will be done.” J
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