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INTRODUCTION

A. What are the big questions that people have been asking from the beginning of time? No, it is not “What’s for breakfast?” “What’s for lunch?” “What’s for supper?” The big questions regarding what’s it all about have tended to fall into three categories. 


1. One is the question of being and existence. Where did everything come from? What is everything made of? We see a lot of diversity around us, but is there anything that holds it all together? 

2. A second is the question of knowing. How do we come to know things? How can we know what’s real and not real, true and false? What does it mean to know something? Can anything really be known as true, and true for all? 


3. And the third is the question of doing, morality. Being, knowing, and doing. What is right? What is wrong? More basically, what is good and what is bad? Is anything right and wrong for all people? And who gets to determine this? 


The study of philosophy is really about categorizing these many questions, and trying to give some answers in the realm of being, knowing, and doing. Formally, these are labeled ontology (being), epistemology (knowing), and axiology (doing, morality/right and wrong), but you do not need to know these for the test. 


B. Most consider the Greek Thales from Miletus as the first philosopher. Greek philosophy sought to lay aside traditional and religious answers to these questions and to try to figure them out by way of reason and observation. While the philosophers have been working on these subjects since about six hundred years before Christ, they do not seem to have made much progress. 

Today, some of the brightest minds in our land declare that we may or may not exist, and if we do, we can simply declare who and what we are, and everyone else must agree with us. What’s more, there is no truth. Nothing is really true for all. Rather, truth is personal, whatever I decide it is, as evidenced by the popular slogan: “Live your truth.” And morality, of course, is also personal. There is no universal right or wrong, only preferences and choices, and nobody has the right to tell anyone what they can and cannot do. In the realm of sexual practice, for example, “consent” is now the only rule, and how one determines whether consent has been given or not is up for grabs, so says the state of New York and the regents of Cornell University. 


But the Bible gives definitive answers to all of these questions, answers that correspond to reality (yes, there is a real reality!). And living according to the Bible’s worldview is not only reasonable and rational, but it leads to a life that is consistent and sensible, the best possible life for yourself and for those you impact, and heaven to follow through faith in Christ. 

C. I begin this way because Solomon here addresses the same issues, and that three centuries before Thales and the Greeks put their empty heads together and came up with nothing. Here at the dedication of the temple, Solomon approaches God in prayer. But first, he rehearses who God is and why prayer to him is not only sensible, but obvious. One Old Testament scholar, Donald English, notes: “Effective prayer is based on three facts about God: his incomparability, his trustworthiness, and his transcendence.” I would add his knowability or personhood. So, while the world is understandably, pitifully confused about every matter that matters, we can know who God is, who we are, and how God has ordered his creation. 

I. THIS IS A RIGHTEOUS UNIVERSE.


A. This is a righteous universe, because its Creator is righteous. So, here is the question of morality, of doing, answered in full. Some things are right and good because they correspond to God’s character and will, and other things are wrong and bad because the oppose and trespass against God’s character and will. “22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven, 23 and said, "O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart….” 


Okay, we do not have the full Decalogue, the Ten Commandments spelled out for us here. But we do have the basis for morality, for right and wrong. We do have the virtues of faithfulness and love cited and that, obviously in a positive, welcome sense. We might say that faithfulness and love are good, while unfaithfulness and hatred or malice are bad, and there is the whole basis for morality, and that rooted in the very character of the Creator of all things. 


B. Now here’s an important point. God’s universe is a moral universe, with good and bad, right and wrong woven into it. Cooperate with this governing morality, and it will go well with you. Ignore, defy, or transgress it, and, well, ouch. 

We may tend to think of the created world of stuff as dead, morally irrelevant or, at best morally neutral. The stars and planets, the moon, rocks, forests have no bearing on right or wrong. And yet, all of that is a cosmic display of God’s faithfulness and love. Because of God’s faithfulness we can count on spring to follow winter and so forth. We can be assured, of day and night. We can calculate the length of daylight on any give calendar down to the minute. 


And because of God’s love we have sunshine and rain causing green stuff to grow so we won’t starve to death. We have oil and coal stored up in the ground so we won’t freeze to death. God has made this world, this universe as a display of his own faithfulness and love. And we can pray to him because he is faithful and loving.  
II. THIS IS A RATIONAL UNIVERSE.


A. This is a rational universe, because its Creator is rational. God cannot lie. That assumes so much. It assumes that some things are actually true and that their opposites are actually false. There is real truth. So, we can communicate and understand things, and understand one another, because God has infused his creation with rationality. 



The philosophers did get some small things right. Aristotle is usually credited with observing and formulating the rules of logic, the law of being, the law of non-contradiction, the law of the excluded middle, and the law of cause and effect. He didn’t make these up, but he could describe them and codify them for all of us because they already existed, and they are true. And because they are true, we can think and reason and understand and explain things. We assume these laws all the time. And when people do not understand these laws of logic and say irrational, nonsensical things, we either assume they took too much cold medicine or they are running for congress.  

B. But we can talk and reason. We can expose false conclusions and attempt to persuade others of the truth. And this is because God is rational. God doesn’t follow the laws of logic because he has to. No, just as right and wrong flow from God’s own holy character, so reason and logic flow also from God’s character, his wisdom and knowledge. 

“24 you have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 25 Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ 26 Now therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David my father.”

C. The Lord had made a promise to David. He communicated a message to David. The law of logic known as the law of non-contradiction states that a thing cannot be and not be at the same time and in the same relation. So, God cannot make a promise to David (or to anyone else for that matter) that states, “I will do this, and I will not do this” when the “this” is the same thing. “I will bless you, and I will not bless you.”  

And so, we can pray and ask God because God is rational.

III. THIS IS A REAL UNIVERSE.


A. This is a real universe, because its Creator is real. God really exists. In fact, his being is so vast as to be immense, ubiquitous, omnipresent. 

Solomon explains: “27 "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!” So, here we learn something of the being of God, the question of ontology or existence. God is real, ultimately real, transcendent, we should say. If the highest heaven cannot contain him, then he is truly above his creation. He is high and lifted up. 

Think with me. If God is merely contained in his creation, then he would be in his creation, he would be part of his creation, and his creation might somehow impact him and limit him. Solomon is defying the crass ignorance of the nations around him. In their thinking their gods actually did reside in the shrines and temples they built for them. Their gods could be carried in parades. If a new god was “discovered” or made up, then they would make a new shrine for him to live in. Most homes had little shrines, household gods, good luck charms which they venerated and to which they offered sacrifices.   

C. But the Lord God is real. He transcends the tangible universe, over and above his creation. He rules over his universe. He reveals his eternal plan through his universe. We are living in a real time and space, and God is working out his decree in and through us, for his glory. Some wonder about prayer because, if God has already determined what he will do, then why pray and act. But the same objection could be made to everything we do. Why teach the Bible to others? Why witness to a neighbor or invite them to church, if God has already determined what he is going to do? We seem to better understand that God is working through our actions, that he has ordained these actions, teaching the Bible or witnessing to a non-Christian, and he uses these works to accomplish his plan. Why is that any different from our praying? God has ordained to do his work through our asking as well, along with our doing. And in our asking and his answering, he is working out his glorious will in our time. 


So, we pray because God is real, even above and beyond our time and space reality, ruling over all things.  
IV. THIS IS A RELATIONAL UNIVERSE.  

A. This is a relational universe because God is relational, God is personal. And he can relate to other persons. So, there are two major distinctions that we must make in the contrast between God as Creator and all things as creature. We could sketch this out by placing God at the top, with a solid line below. And then we could put the rest of creation, top to bottom: man, animals, plants, and machine or non-living things. In this sense we are in the same category of “creation” along with rabbits, roses, and rocks.


But when it comes to “persons,” then we need to adjust our lines. God is at the top, of course, then man, then the solid line followed by animals, plants, and machine or non-living things. Sandstone does not pray. Nor do sunflowers, nor skunks, squirrels, or even sheep, for none of these are personal. God knows everything about them, but they know nothing about God, for they know nothing about anything. 

B. And, again, this reflects the wisdom of God’s creation and the great wonder of our unique privilege as the crown of his creation. We have been created in God’s own image with a mind, affections, and a will, that we might know him. And so we pray. 


“28 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 29 that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30 And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.”

So, we can pray and talk to God. We can pour out our hearts to him, because God is relational. God is personal and has created us as personal beings.
CONCLUSION


A common summer pastime for children or those who are a child at heart is to watch the clouds float by and imagine shapes in them. And some of those piles of water vapor may actually, even closely resemble other things. But, is that real? Did anyone purposely shape those clouds into bunnies or butterflies? We would rightly say no. 


Secularists, unbelievers will accuse Christians of doing the same. We claim to see patterns in God’s creation that reveal God’s existence and goodness. But they will protest and insist that we are only imagining these things because we want them to be true, because we long for the comfort of a cosmic grandfather in the sky watching over us. 


We can rightly respond that the patterns really are there and are evident and definitive. And we could counter that secularists and unbelievers are only pretending NOT to see them because they do not want them to be there. They want to be free from the claims that God has on them. They want to be their own god and the ruler of their own life. 


Aside from the fact that it takes much more faith to not be a Christian, when you throw out God you also discard any basis for morality, for trusting your reason, for assuming that anything is actually real, and the unique personhood of humans above the rest of creation.


And what you end up with is precisely the world we are living in. We may or may not exist, but it doesn’t matter. There is no truth, only personal truths. Morality, right and wrong, justice are only illusions, and people have no more rights than pigs. And, oh yes, there is no one there when we pray. J
____________________________________________________________________________________________


