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A. Why do we have different churches or denominations in the Christian faith? Why are their Catholics and Methodists and Baptists and Presbyterians? There are many reasons, of course: history and geography, culture and tradition. But one dynamic is surely the tension between God’s transcendence and his immanence. 

The Bible reveals the Lord God as high and lifted up, the only Creator while all else is mere creation. So, God is in a class by himself, he is separate and distinct from all that he has made. God is utterly independent while all else is dependent upon him. This points to the truth of God’s transcendence. Worship that we would call “high church” tends to focus on God’s transcendence with its exalted pageantry, its prescribed forms and prayers and strict liturgy, what we might describe as “formal” worship. 


On the other hand, the Lord God has drawn near to us. He is not far from each one of us. Because he has created us in his image, we can know him, one person to another. He bids us call upon his name. And so, worship that we might call “low church” points more to God’s immanence. When Jesus came into the world, one of his titles was “Immanuel,” “God with us.” And low church worship tends to focus on God’s immanence, his closeness: simple songs, a loose format, sharing, open, free-flowing prayer. This we might call “casual” worship.

B. So, who is right? Well, this reveals the tension that we are given by the complimentary truths of God’s transcendence and his immanence. The question of what someone should wear to a church service has long become unimportant. And since this is not mentioned in Scripture, we should make no rules about it. But if someone would ask for guidance on this matter, I would say that one should dress for worship in what they would wear to an official gathering with the most important person in the world, who is also your best friend. God is to us the highest and the closest.

Listen to the contrast found in Isaiah 57:15 where God says: “For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

C. And this double dynamic of God’s transcendence and his immanence are on display in Solomon’s speech at the dedication of the temple. “12 Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 13 I have indeed built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever.” The thick cloud that filled the temple just before this was the sign of God’s exalted unapproachableness. And yet, Solomon had built a house for him to dwell in forever. So, God would be near. And the people could draw near, but not too close as the Lord’s presence above the ark was restricted to the innermost room of the temple. 

And then Solomon blesses or praises the Lord for fulfilling his promise to his people. And I remind you that this promise was all of grace. The Lord had chosen his people gratuitously and not for any superior quality in them. And here he was fulfilling that promise. Most preciously and significantly, his promise to be with them and to bless them.


Now, the New Testament assures us that God’s dealings with Israel are for our instruction, that the various events in the Old Testament serve as types and shadows of the greater reality that has come in Christ. And as Solomon blesses the Lord and rehearses God’s kind dealings with them, we see this familiar pattern that is repeated in the history of the church and in the experience of every believer: namely God’s calling, the ensuing chaos, the blessing of the church, and the hope of the culmination. So, let’s be reminded of each of these. 

I. THE CERTAINTY OF HIS CALLING


A. Solomon begins with a familiar theme that is repeated all through the Old Testament. It was to harken back to God’s great act of salvation in rescuing his people from slavery and extermination in Egypt. “14 Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel stood. 15 And he said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to David my father, saying, 16 ‘Since the day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt….” 


That’s not a throw-away line. It is not a mere historical marker. Rather, God’s bringing his people Israel out of Egypt was his gracious act of salvation, his keeping his promise to Abraham and the patriarchs, and the basis for his owning them, his absolute right to their loyalty and obedience. Remember the preface to the Ten Commandments that Moses brought down from the mountain, recorded in Exodus 20: “And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me [and so on].

So, his salvation became the basis of his special relationship with them and the foundation of his lordship over them. 


B. And that calling to every believer serves the same purpose for us, for every believer. We must remember that God has called us. For some, it will have been a dramatic experience, out of darkness and into his glorious light. My own experience is that I was quite young, that God’s calling was in the form of his graciously placing me in a Christian home and a faithful Christian church where I heard of Jesus from the first moments of awareness. I don’t know when that saving calling came to me, only that it did, and I am saved by Christ. I do know him. 


And you must remember God’s calling. It is wise to focus often on God salvation, both objectively and subjectively. We focus on God’s amazing grace, his remarkable act of saving us by exchanging the life of his Son for the lives of sinners. Again, God’s act of rescue from Egypt was never far from their thoughts, and the various festivals pointed back to that saving event. God saved them! This is the astounding fact that serves as the basis of our knowing him and following Jesus. 1 Corinthians 5:7 says, “Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” 


And we should focus on God’s salvation from a subjective side. God applied the grace of Christ to me. He rescued me. He called me out of darkness and into his marvelous light. My life would have been a hellish nightmare without him. But now I live in the assurance of his love. 
II. THE STRUGGLE WITH THE CHAOS


A. And then the chaos. At every Christian’s conversion, there may be a “honeymoon period” of joy and gladness. But this is usually followed by the difficult work of sanctification. Old habits, long entrenched, have to be reexamined, unlearned, and replaced. One illustration I read of this long ago pictured a large bottle with a narrow opening. One by one several three-foot wires were jammed into the bottle, forming a twisted and tangled mess. And since the neck of the bottle was so small, there was no way to retrieve each wire and straighten it out again. 


God’s calling, being born again, regeneration and conversion to Christ breaks the bottle. But what remains is still that tangled mess of wires. And so, each one must be pulled free and bent back into shape again. And that’s the work of sanctification. And I think chaos is not a bad description of this, certainly at first. 


B. This mirrors the centuries of Israel attempting to secure the promised land, which Solomon points to in his blessing of the Lord. “16 ‘Since the day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my name might be there. But I chose David to be over my people Israel.’” So, it is somewhat of a sad commentary on the ups and downs, the successes and failures of Israel during the time of the judges and of the early monarchy under Saul and then David. As we studied through First and Second Samuel, we found Israel more disobedient than obedient, more faithless than faithful, more failing than succeeding. It was painful and difficult to read. But think of how much more painful and difficult it was to live! 

And yet the Lord did not abandon them. He was with them and raised up for them Solomon’s father, King David, the man without an ounce of idolatry in his heart, the man after God’s own heart. 

C. And this should be quite hopeful for us as well. For unless your experience is different from mine, chaos is a pretty good description of the struggle of sanctification, to mortify or put to death the flesh, the old sin nature, and then to put on Christ and be more and more conformed to his image or character. Christ is with us in the chaos. And the Holy Spirit within is making us new from the inside out. But it’s still mostly chaos. The Westminster Confession reflecting on the battle between the flesh and the Holy Spirit in Galatians 5, calls it “an irreconcilable war.” 

So, Beloved, if your life at times or even commonly resembles chaos, please be encouraged to know that this was the life experience of the saints of both testaments before you. Stand firm in this knowledge. As Jesus said in John 16:33: “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” And then we see…

III. THE SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH


A. The temple in the New Testament is revealed as a type or foreshadowing of three distinct realities. First, Jesus himself is the true temple, the dwelling place of God in their midst, “Immanuel, God with us.” And second, after he accomplished the atonement, the body of every believer is now the temple by virtue of the indwelling Spirit of God. And lastly, the gathered church, because of Christ’s presence in our midst, is likewise the temple of God on the earth. 


In the Old Testament, we see the urgency of constructing the temple, the more permanent dwelling place of God in their midst, ensuring his presence and blessing. “17 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 18 But the Lord said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart. 19 Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name.’” 


So, in this reference to the temple, we should be reminded of all three of these New Testament fulfillments of the same. Remember, the real glory of the temple was not in its magnificent, massive foundation stones. It was not in the costly cedar and cypress wood, or even the stunning amount of gold that covered most of the interior. It was only the temple as the court of God on earth. It was the consistent presence of their God in their midst. 


B. We should spend significant time considering our own bodies of the temple of the Holy Spirit. Now every single human, whatever their age or background bears the remarkable privilege of being created in God’s own image. This is not even declared of the holy angels. This truth creates an enduring sense of the respect we are to give to every human on the planet. We talk about the “sanctity of human life,” and we should, of course. But this sanctity is not inherent but is derivative. For the only thing that separates us from rocks and roosters is that we have been created in God’s image. 

This great truth leads to personal respect for your own body, your own self. That negative self-talk, “I’m garbage, I’m nothing, I’m the dirt upon the ground” is unfitting for any human being. Morally, we are sinners, outlaws from God’s justice, enemies of God. Metaphysically, when it comes to our nature as made in God’s image, we are, in fact, the most exalted crown of God’s creation. 


C. But this is even more so when we are ransomed by Christ and reconciled to God. Our bodies then become the Holy Temple of the living God. And we must treat that temple with profound respect, and take good care of that temple, both morally and metaphysically. Romans 12 calls us to offer our bodies to God as a living sacrifice, and you may recall that a sacrifice offered to God in the Old Testament had to be without blemish. We cannot stop the course of aging, and many of us have been stricken by infirmities not of our choosing. But to the extent that we can, we must offer our bodies to God as a fitting temple of the Holy Spirit, as healthy and as holy as possible. 


The church is the third kind of temple in the New Covenant. And that calls us to care for Christ’s church, which chiefly means our brothers and sisters in Christ. But I hasten on to the end….  
IV. THE SECURITY OF THE CULMINATION


A. The dedication of the temple in Jerusalem bears something of the finish line, the “mission accomplished,” the “well done, enter into the joy of your Lord.” Notice the past tense in verses 20-21: “20 Now the Lord has fulfilled his promise that he made. For I have risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and I have built the house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 21 And there I have provided a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the Lord that he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.” Notice how Solomon brings them right back to the beginning, the glory of salvation. 

B. And when you think of the Promised Land as a foreshadowing of our ultimate hope and rest, we see here the picture of the goal. John Calvin said that the Christian life involves, that sanctification requires three elements: the mortification of the flesh, the vivification of Christ, and meditation on the life to come.” One might think that contemplating heaven would slow us down and distract us in our service to Christ, but that would be exactly backwards. Remember what the Apostle Paul described as his personal life of discipleship in Philippians 3:13-15: “13 Brothers, I do 

not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you.”



So, this was not simply Paul’s personal regimen but was intended for us as well: pressing on to the prize. Pressing on to the promise of heaven. Meditation on the life to come.
CONCLUSION


We can press a little harder. We can do with a little less. We can put up with a little more. We can overlook more faults in others. We can forgive their failings. We can live with unfulfilled desires. We can give thanks when things are not as we would like them and do not meet our expectations. We live in a fallen world now. We should not expect that this life would be pleasing and satisfying. 


But our hearts can soar in the certain hope that what God has promised us will be all of those things and more, beyond our ability to ask or imagine. And that’s what will carry us. 

Mortification of the flesh, with God’s help, putting away sinful works and their evil desires.  


Vivification in Christ, putting on the graces of Christ, with the Spirit’s help, growing into the character of Christ.

And meditation on the life to come. Daydreaming just a bit, delving into the biblical promises and portraits of the life to come, and delighting in their glory and comfort. J
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