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A. Many years ago when I was on my internship in Wisconsin, I offered to visit church members and tour their workplaces. And I had a few takers. One raised veal calves. Having grown up on a dairy farm, I found that interesting. But another woman worked at a small factory that made cast small metal parts. And that was fascinating. She showed me how it was done. 


Facsimiles of the parts were first cast in wax. These wax parts were stuck onto a cardboard drum. Then the drum was sprayed with a ceramic coating. The drum was fired in a kiln, melting the wax, and solidifying the ceramic. These drums were then placed into a machine that slowly rotated while molten metal was injected into them. After the metal had hardened, the ceramic coating was broken off. The metal parts were detached and polished, and the process was complete. It was pretty cool! 

That looked quite high tech and complicated even 40 plus years ago. Just imagine casting gigantic bronzed figures three thousand years ago! This gives us something of the sense of the massive project of building a temple with its huge bronze furnishings. 


B. The various internal fixtures in the temple undoubtedly served two purposes. Some, perhaps most of them, were symbolic, depicting certain truths or even features of the throne room of God. But most of them had practical applications also, especially the water basins for washing and purification and the lampstands to illumine the work at night. 


C. We may approach these matters with a measure of disinterest. After all, the temple building and its furnishings do not exist and have even been rendered obsolete even by their fulfillment in the coming of Christ. Still, the author of this book thought that the details were telling. The first readers of this book would have devoured them with a keen interest. And the Divine Author, the Holy Spirit, has retained them for us as a part of God’s holy Word. So, even though none of these works need to be repeated and would only serve as a useless distraction if we ever tried to reconstruct them, still they are given for our understanding and edification. 


So, we will look into them briefly and then contrast them with New Covenant worship today. 

I. THE FURNISHINGS OF THE OLD TEMPLE


Solomon hired a skilled craftsman from the northern border, a half-Israelite or perhaps even full Israelite man named Hiram. He was in charge of all of the bronze work for furnishing the temple. And the text describes his handiwork.

A. His first work was to cast two pillars some four feet in diameter and twenty-seven feet high. Atop each one was an ornate capital that was seven and a half feet tall, so about thirty-five feet altogether. These were placed at the entrance to the temple. One was named Jachin which may mean “firm, established,” and the other Boaz which may mean “strength.” I don’t know if you have named your pillars. I have not. 

But God has! In Revelation 3:12, God makes this promise: “The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name.”

B. Next was the massive “sea.” It was round, fifteen feet in diameter, seven and a half feet high. It would hold 10,000 gallons of water. The water would be used for ceremonial cleansing of the priests and for washing the parts of the animals to be burned on the altar. It possibly stood for the frightening chaos of the actual sea subdued before the throne of God. It’s interesting that the picture of worship in the throne room of heaven in Revelation 4 includes “before the throne … a sea of glass, like crystal.” 

C. More practical were the ten bronze stands and the water basins that rested on them. These were available for works of washing and ceremonial purification, possibly being refilled from the “sea.” These were not small, each one able to hold 400 gallons of water. The average bathtub holds about 80 gallons. So, even though their carts were on wheels, they probably remained stationary. And the stands were decorated with images of lions, oxen, cherubim, palm trees, with wreaths all around. 

There were many other small items that Hiram made of burnished bronze. And the way these were cast is even described: “45 Now the pots, the shovels, and the basins, all these vessels in the house of the Lord, which Hiram made for King Solomon, were of burnished bronze. 46 In the plain of the Jordan the king cast them, in the clay ground between Succoth and Zarethan. 47 And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, because there were so many of them; the weight of the bronze was not ascertained.” Apparently, the method for casting these was not dissimilar to the factory I mentioned earlier: large wax cores covered with clay as molds and then filled with molten metal.  


Hiram constructed the objects in bronze, but the work in gold is all attributed to Solomon. Whether Solomon did the work himself or supervised it is not stated. 

D. The smaller golden altar was for the burning of incense, not for animals. The golden tables for the bread of the presence represented God’s presence with his people. The ornate lampstands may have signified God’s illumination in the wilderness, the pillar of fire by night. And even the door sockets were made of gold, the doors being necessary to bar people from direct access to the throne room of God above the mercy seat covering the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies. 


All of these furnishings were necessary, commanded by God, as visible reminders of spiritual truths. The Old Covenant was a “fleshly” covenant given to depict for God’s people the unseen realities of the spiritual world, and also to testify beforehand of the salvation coming in Christ and the need for his final atonement. 

II. THE TRUE TEMPLE TODAY


A. As we have noted, the true temple today is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. The New Testament speaks of both the individual believer’s body and the gathered body of Christ as the “temple” of the Holy Spirit where the Spirit of God dwells. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20: “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”  And yet in Ephesians 2:20-22, he writes that the church is: “built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” 
B. So, why do we not have a central temple, why do we not still perform sacrifices and use incense and keep kosher and follow all of these rules and festivals? It’s because of something that was made clear to Peter in a vision recorded in Acts 10. It’s the one where Peter was hungry and saw the vision of the sheet descending from heaven containing animals clean and unclean with the invitation, “kill and eat.” Peter protested that he had never eaten anything unclean, but God responded: “What God has made clean; do not call common.” The ceremonial law, then, that which looked ahead to the coming of Christ, is no longer necessary once the reality has been fully revealed. 


C. So, that has several implications for the church and for worship today.

1. New Testament worship is less complicated. By this, I do not mean less significant, less solemn, or less important. Rather, instead of sharply defined rituals and scheduled festivals that must be followed to the letter, true worship has been simplified. There is no prescribed “order of worship” given in the New Testament. In fact, it seems that a variety of worship practices were followed at that time. Jewish Christian worship largely appeared as an imitation of synagogue worship with prescribed readings and prayers, and the addition of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

However, Gentile worship seems to be less structured, reflected perhaps in 1 Corinthians 14:26: “What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.” Right or wrong, perhaps only a figment of my imagination, but I think of our morning worship as more formal “synagogue” worship and the evening Bible Hour as simpler “gentile” worship. 

Nor is this a diatribe for or against high church or low church worship. The usual complaint against high church worship is that it is only “just going through the motions.” The usual complaint against low church worship is that it is incomprehensible chaos. But can one not recite prayers and responses with a sincere heart and full intention? And can one not engage in more spontaneous worship with sober respect and sincerity? Perhaps there is no formal order of worship given in the New Testament to demonstrate that God hears all languages and receives sincere worship through various cultural forms. Drums may not be fitting in some situations while, especially in some African, tribal contexts, drums are the only instruments they know. 


2. And a second observation is that New Testament worship is more costly. That may seem strange to say given the number of sacrifices that had to be offered on a daily basis in Israel, the various festivals that required attendance for all able-bodied, and the various tithes to be paid. I have heard some reject the notion of a “freewill” offering because Calvinists did not believe in “freewill.” J 


But, while Old Covenant worship seemed to focus on external conformity, New Testament worship is clearly “heart worship.” It is sincere worship including the whole person. And worship from the heart is much more demanding. 


For one thing, it involves preparation for worship: self-examination as we approach the Lord each week, counting our blessings that we may come with a full heart of thanksgiving, getting adequate rest that we might come in strength and clarity of mind, and working diligently the other six days, so that we will be undistracted by unfinished chores or nagging details calling to us. 


For another thing, New Testament worship involves our gathering both to receive and to give. We gather in honesty knowing that apart from Christ we are and can do nothing. But we gather with the joyful obligation of loving God and loving one another. 


And for yet another thing, New Testament worship involves brutal honesty before the Lord, a sincere estimation of our sin but also of our victories in Christ. I have heard someone say, when caught in some sin, that they felt vindicated. Though their outward actions may have been less than ideal, God knows the heart and God knew that their heart was in the right place. It should be utterly terrifying that God sees our hearts. For often our outwardly righteous acts may have been prompted by sinful motives, out of pride of appearance or the mere fear of punishment and not our of sincere love for God and neighbor. 


A largely outward religion such as we find in Old Testament Israel clearly implied the call for inward faith as well. But it was often replaced by Pharisaism which Jesus described as “whitewashed tombs,” shiny on the outside but filled with dead man’s bones on the inside.

In his great penitential prayer in Psalm 51, David prayed, “16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” And yet, this is not a mere either-or, either a sincere heart or sacrifices, for David concludes the Psalm by stating that when restoration has occurred, “then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.”

It is much more costly to give an offering to the Lord in secret, with no human applause, and with a sincere heart of love. It takes greater faith. Jesus said that if we do our good works for the praise of men, that’s all the reward we will receive. But if we forego that and do these deeds in secret, then will our heavenly Father, who sees in secret, reward us. And his rewards are best. 

3. And thirdly, we should note, that New Testament worship is completed worship. Christ, our hope, has come. And that’s why the various rituals and ceremonies are now rendered obsolete. And we have a greater privilege. When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain of the temple shrouding, hiding, restricting the faithful from the throne room of God was torn from top to bottom. Jesus has opened access to God by which we boldly approach the throne of grace. 

And this calls out the danger of reducing worship to magic. Magic says that if we use the right words and perform the right actions, then we will have God at our disposal. Magic says that our worship is meritorious, that by tithing, God will make us rich. One man repeatedly reminded me that “you cannot outgive God.” But the Pharisees tithed their mint, dill, and cumin, and it did them no good at all. Or by our attending church twice on Sunday God will owe us; God will love us more if we do X, Y, or Z. 

This is what I mean by completed worship. We have access to God won for us by his Son. Christ has earned this privilege for us, and it is his gift. 

CONCLUSION


This is the gospel. If we have trusted Christ, then God could not love us more than he loves us already, for we are beloved for the sake of his Son. The same pronouncement from heaven upon the incarnate Son of God applies to us as well: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” This blessing befalls us for the sake of Jesus, in spite of our many sins and our relentless, repeated failures. We are not loved for the sake of our achievements, but for the sake of the perfection of the Son of God. And so, for this grace, let us worship God! J
____________________________________________________________________________________________


