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A. Pastor Ralph Davis captures the mood well when approaching the seeming tedium of our text. “Even stalwart biblical readers begin to waver when they reach 1 Kings 5. They may find it hard even to feign interest in three chapters about temple construction. They look upon it as Americans view highway construction or repair: one endures however many miles it lasts simply to get beyond it. We can imagine architects and antiquarians reading on, but we might wonder if Paul was really serious when he wrote that ‘whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction’ (Rom. 15:4 NASB). Paul was right. Yet it does seem that just here inspiration by the Holy Spirit demands more perspiration from us.” (51) 


But we should get excited for every reference to the temple in God’s Word. And here’s why. The tabernacle and later temple have a rich, symbolic history in God’s Word from the very beginning. The temple represents the meeting place between God and man. The first “temple,” as it were, was the Garden of Eden where the Lord walked with them in the cool of the day. Sin ruined our close fellowship with our Maker, and so we could only approach God through strict and severe safeguards. For example, only Moses could climb Mt. Sinai to meet with God. The closer, more direct presence of God was terrifying to his people. From there, God directed them to construct the portable tabernacle with its shrouded inner sanctuary, the “holy of holies,” where nobody except the high priest could go. The Lord promised to dwell there in the midst of his people, and went with them on their journey to the Promised Land. 

Once the land had been secured, after the reign of King David, it was time to build a more permanent structure. There God would dwell in the land, in that house of worship and supplication, the established meeting place with the Lord. 

B. The next big “temple-development” was when the Son of God came to earth in the person of Jesus the Christ. John makes this explicit in his prologue when he tells that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The word “dwelt” is literally “tabernacled,” “pitched his tent.” God came in Christ and tabernacled with his people, again, becoming portable, dwelling in their midst. Later, in John 2:21 Jesus referred to his own body as “the temple.” 


Now the people could draw much closer to God as he came near in Christ. But the New Testament goes on to explain that after Jesus had accomplished his atoning work, the Holy Spirit came to indwell and empower every believer. And in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, the Apostle Paul declares that the gathered “church” is the temple where God the Holy Spirit dwells in their midst, while in 1 Corinthians 6:19, Paul refers to each believer’s own body as “a temple of the Holy Spirit within you.” 

C. Jesus’ body was and is the temple, and now the church and your own body is the temple. So, even though this chapter may sound like a contractor’s shopping list for Lowes or Home Depot, something huge, historic, and deeply symbolic and significant is in view. The truly high point of God’s promise to his people, before the coming of Christ at least, is about to take place. God is taking up a more permanent residence in the midst of his people. And as Christ builds his church, his kingdom, he is now doing the same. So, how do we engage with this? 
I. HOLD FIRMLY TO GOD’S PROMISES. 


A. We must remember that the whole of the Christian faith rests on the promises of God. Now these are the promises OF GOD which places them in a category by themselves. Most every human has broken a promise, but God never has. What’s more, the Lord God has provided ample evidence that his promises are certain because of the many instances of his promises he has fulfilled. And this is one of them.  


Hiram, former ally of David from the north sends congratulations to Solomon upon his coronation. “1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram always loved David.” 
Solomon, in turn, uses this opportunity to enlist Hiram’s aid in supplying precious wood for the construction of the temple. 


B. But Solomon also references God’s promise to him which regarded him as the one to build the temple. “2 And Solomon sent word to Hiram, 3 “You know that David my father could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the LORD put them under the soles of his feet. 4 But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune. 5 And so I intend to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD said to David my father, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for my name.’ 6 Now therefore command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants will join your servants, and I will pay you for your servants such wages as you set, for you know that there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.” 


The time has come, and with the “rest on every side,” the Lord has fulfilled his promise. Soon, with the construction of the more permanent temple, God would fulfill another promise to dwell in their midst and that “they shall be my people, and I will be their God.” (Ezek. 11:20)

So, we see and should take to heart for ourselves that “the real foundation of the temple does not consist in huge blocks of stone; the temple rests on the promise of [the LORD].” (Davis, 53)


C. It is a mistake when Christians today focus on or even demand new signs from the Lord, “signs, wonders, and miracles.” The relatively recent Pentecostal and Charismatic movements have depended on a “restoration” idea, that in these “last days” God has again given signs and wonders to the church to overcome the stubborn unbelief of the lost. They suggest that witnessing a miracle will compel saving faith. And in this regard, they have completely misunderstood the nature of faith. Faith, trust, confidence in God and his promises as supported and authenticated by the miracles, signs, and wonders recorded in his Word, God’s gift of faith gives us that assurance, and we need no other. The biblical “definition” of faith comes in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews: “1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

So, it is not that we need to “see” something that will force us to believe, and then we will possess assurance. God’s gift of faith itself gives us this assurance and conviction even though we do not see. David himself did not see the construction of the temple. But God promised it, and that was enough for him. 

Romans 10:17 explains where faith comes from, not from our ginning it up, not from our willing it to be so, not by loud and boisterous displays, not even by witnessing signs and wonders. No, Paul says: “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  That’s why the primary means of grace is the preaching of the Word of God. And that’s why this church is committed to the constant, plenteous, and systematic preaching and teaching of the Bible. For there we constantly hear God’s promises and warnings, we hear of God’s faithfulness in fulfilling these, and we hear of Christ and his astonishing, incomparable work on our behalf. This is how the Holy Spirit creates and nurtures faith: through the Word, the sacraments, and prayer. Hold firmly to God’s promises, and 
II. WORK STEADILY FOR GOD’S KINGDOM. 


A. So, in the assurance that God always keeps his promises, we find great energy to work steadily for God’s kingdom. As Ralph Davis notes: “Kingdom promises encourage kingdom work.” (53) We pour our energies into building up his kingdom or his church (the same thing) by making disciples: baptizing and teaching. And from our text we see the great labor and resources that are already being invested in erecting the place of God’s resting, the place of meeting where God’s people can approach him and know his favor and blessing. 

“7 As soon as Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and said, ‘Blessed be the LORD this day, who has given to David a wise son to be over this great people.’” Do you think we will see Hiram in heaven? Not by his works, of course, but it is entirely possible that David’s outreach to Hiram was also evangelistic, that Hiram’s love for David included respect, affection, even faith in David’s God. When you read the approximate 75 psalms attributed to David, you get the strong sense that he was always talking about the Lord, that he constantly was boasting in the Lord. Had he boasted of the Lord to Hiram? Is this why Hiram loved him?

B. At any rate, Hiram is all in when it comes to assisting Solomon and supplying materials for the construction of the temple. “8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the message that you have sent to me. I am ready to do all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress timber. 9 My servants shall bring it down to the sea from Lebanon, and I will make it into rafts to go by sea to the place you direct. And I will have them broken up there, and you shall receive it. And you shall meet my wishes by providing food for my household.” 10 So Hiram supplied Solomon with all the timber of cedar and cypress that he desired, 11 while Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 cors of wheat as food for his household, and 20,000 cors of beaten oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year.” (A “cor” was about 6 bushels.)

We are saved, justified, counted righteous by grace through faith in Christ. Sanctification is a cooperative work, the Spirit of God working in us “to will and to do according to his good pleasure.” And God’s kingdom is advanced into the world through the diligent labors of God’s people. The Apostle Paul certainly did not just “let go, let God” when it came to missionary work. He did not merely rest in his recliner and watch the Holy Spirit do everything. In 1 Corinthians 15:10 he wrote: “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.”

C. Several years ago, the youth in our church along with their dads joined in a service project to the community. We built new bathrooms for the shelter house in the southside park. The previous ones were glorified outhouses. So, we put together some plans and prepared the concrete to be poured. Shortly after the concrete went down, it started to rain. So, another dad and I put up a plastic tarp to keep the rain off. We sat there into the wee hours tending the makeshift tent. And I confess I was a bit perturbed. Here we were trying to do something good, and the Lord sent rain! And it was out of that experience that I formulated one of my enduring life principles: “Anything worth doing is difficult.” 

Sanctification is difficult. Faithfulness is difficult. Serving others is difficult. Witnessing, sharing the gospel is difficult. And all of them essential. 


Hold firmly to God’s promises, work steadily for God’s kingdom, and…
III. TRUST JOYFULLY IN GOD’S WISDOM. 


A. As we’ve seen, wisdom is not just the ability to discover who the baby’s real mom is. True wisdom is moral wisdom that understands the human heart and seeks to bring glory to God. And we should add that all true wisdom is a gift of God. “12 And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him. And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty.”

And here’s how Solomon wisely proposed to glorify God and benefit his people by building this enduring sign of God’s presence with his people. 


“13 King Solomon drafted forced labor out of all Israel, and the draft numbered 30,000 men. 14 And he sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month in shifts. They would be a month in Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of the draft.” The Lord had forbidden Israel to enslave any of God’s people. But this was temporary, conscripted labor. And it was pretty fair and generous. Professional fire-fighters often have a one-day-on-two-days-off shift, and do not seem bothered. Sadly, I think, in the darker days of Solomon, this conscripted labor became more exploitative. 


B. But at this point, anyhow, Solomon shows himself to be a wise administrator. Biblical wisdom, as we have defined it is primarily moral wisdom that understands the human heart and seeks to bring glory to God. The wise stewardship or management of the resources that God has entrusted to us is a moral matter. The Word of God places obligations on the material blessings God has entrusted to us for a time: the tithe, supporting yourself and others through diligent labor, enjoying the goodness of God through the good things he has provided, and caring for the worthy poor through generous giving. And both counting the cost and preparing the best materials for the construction of the temple is an act both of wise stewardship and worshipful service. 

“15 Solomon also had 70,000 burden-bearers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hill country, 16 besides Solomon’s 3,300 chief officers who were over the work, who had charge of the people who carried on the work. 17 At the king’s command they quarried out great, costly stones in order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders and the men of Gebal did the cutting and prepared the timber and the stone to build the house.” So, who were these 150,000 plus additional workers? To answer this, we jump ahead to chapter 9:20-22). “All the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of the people of Israel— 21 their descendants who were left after them in the land, whom the people of Israel were unable to devote to destruction— these Solomon drafted to be slaves, and so they are to this day.”
CONCLUSION


So, as we read about the Old Covenant under Moses, we are seeing in living color a pictorial display of the New Covenant under Christ. And here we find three broad brush stroke principles that govern both that age and ours. 



Hold firmly to God’s promises, work steadily for God’s coming kingdom, and trust joyfully in God’s wisdom. It is attributed to two different sources, but some wise sage has suggested that “the grand essentials of happiness are something to do, someone to love, and something to hope for.” And here is the whole package: out of love for Christ, we invest our lives, our time and energy into the building of his kingdom, with the steadfast assurance that his kingdom is coming. God is building his temple, his people: called, redeemed, and equipped to do his will. J
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