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A. When we belonged to our former denomination, several churches in the area saw its dire, spiritual condition and sought to band together for reformation and renewal. We decided to form a group to work together toward that end. We invited others to join in the founding meetings. And one of the first tasks we needed to accomplish was to form a purpose statement and some by-laws for this group. One pastor who joined us for this meeting, though Presbyterian, held more Pentecostal sympathies. So, as we met together and worked through the tedious task of writing and perfecting by-laws, he was unimpressed. His comment as he left was, “I was hoping to find ardor, and all I saw was order.” 


Hopefully the church does both well. We are called to do all things “decently and in order,” a phrase from 1 Corinthians 14 that Presbyterians often claim. And yet we desire to keep the original fire of love for Christ and zeal for his gospel at the forefront as well. 


B. Our text from 1 Kings 4 is certainly an “order” passage. While we get a sense of the immense number of God’s people and the great blessings the Lord poured upon them, there are no exciting escapades, no great battles or victories, no scintillating conspiracies or intrigue in our text. It’s mostly about order. There is a report of great peace and blessing. And we must realize that this harmony and even prosperity is partly due to wise organization and leadership. But reading about the political or governmental bureaucracy in Israel is hardly a page-turner. That is until you realize that the church has replaced Israel as the people of God. And then the ardor, the relevance and interest rise. The same principles, the same dynamics attach today as Christ is building his church in our midst. 


C. My Pentecostal-Presbyterian friend who looked only for ardor had a point, and he also missed an important point. Ardor, passion, love for Christ is essential. But without obeying God’s directives for ordering his church, the ardor will quickly fade or, more likely, either be misdirected by false teaching or distracted by conflict and discord. So, let’s look closely at the need for order as we pray for sustained ardor in Christ’s church.  

I. GOD CALLS CAPABLE LEADERS.

A. Our text names some leaders in the organization structure of Solomon’s administration. Under his overall headship, these other leaders covered their various realms. Some of the names are familiar, holdovers from his father’s administration. But many are new as the previous ones aged out. 


“1 King Solomon was king over all Israel….” Here follows a divinely-appointed hierarchy. And note that Solomon is king of the recently united Israel. It was only well into his father’s reign that Israel came together with Judah to form “one nation under God” as they should have. This would not last long as the old division arose right after Solomon’s death. “2 and these were his high officials….” Some of these kingdom works Solomon himself could not do. He was not a descendant of Aaron of the tribe of Levi, for example, so he could not serve in the tabernacle as a priest. And with such a large people over a large territory, he would have been a fool to try to do everything himself. 


“Azariah the son of Zadok was the priest; [I assume Zadok had aged out] 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah the sons of Shisha were secretaries; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; [we are not sure what their roles were] 4 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was in command of the army; [we know Benaiah as the chief general and as Solomon’s executioner]  Zadok and Abiathar were priests; [Azariah was the chief or high priest, but there were other priestly duties to attend to. Abiathar had previously been banished to retirement, now, apparently reinstated] 5 Azariah the son of Nathan was over the officers; [here we find more of the hierarchy in Israel as there were district officers, who answered to Azariah, who answered to Solomon], Zabud the son of Nathan was priest and king’s friend; [perhaps a personal chaplain and advisor] 6 Ahishar was in charge of the palace [self-explanatory; and Adoniram the son of Abda was [oh, oh!] in charge of the forced labor.” 


B. Remember that Samuel had warned Israel against choosing a king to be like the nations around them: “16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” (1 Samuel 8:16-18) So, this is not a good sign. And in time the people will complain loudly about this. 

Nonetheless, there must capable leadership among God’s people. And that’s why God has established binding qualifications for those who would serve in his administration in his church. As we will see repeatedly, graphically, universally in our survey of First and Second Kings God’s people rise and fall on the varying quality of her leaders. The last vow that every member takes in joining the church speaks to this need: “Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to study its purity and peace?” Certainly, this implies carefully examining, nominating, and voting for capable leaders for the church, godly men equipped for this task. 
II. GOD GIVES SENSIBLE ORGANIZATION.


A. We have noted a pattern of organization in leadership, watching over and governing God’s people. We should see this as a further aspect of Solomon’s wisdom. He had asked God for wisdom in leading Israel: “9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” (3:9) So, not only the people filling the positions, but the positions themselves and the structure of the government are a part of God’s blessing of wisdom, of justice, of discerning good and evil. 


B. St. Augustine called government “a necessary evil.” But he did not think governments were necessarily evil. Rather, they were necessary because people were evil. God himself has ordained government to restrain evil, and for this reason we must obey the government, unless, of course, the government requires us to disobey God or forbids us to obey God. Some in government, and some forms of government are also evil. But even the worst government restrains some evil, and is better than no government. 


From the very beginning the Lord had so arranged that he (the king) would watch over his creation through the crown of his creation, through humans, people, (his governors). Every church, family, and even government should recognize this creation order and live in submission to it.   


C. We must admit that the church is political. Any group of people with any organizational structure is political. That includes the family. And from its inception, the church evidenced an organizational structure that grew and developed under the authority of the apostles during the time of the New Testament church itself.  


The presbyterian form of church government, which I believe is the most biblical, is literally “rule by presbyters” or elders. So, authority in the church under Christ is lodged not in some pope or bishop, but in a group of men who are called and equipped by God and elected to that office by their congregation. A church must choose its own leaders. This is a fundamental right declared in the most basic “preliminary principles” of our constitution. 

We believe there are two biblical offices in the church, elders and deacons. We further distinguish between ruling and teaching elders. The offices of ruling elder and teaching elder are equal in authority, but distinct in role. We require further training for the teaching elders who would rightly handle the word of truth, preaching God’s Word regularly to God’s people, which we consider the primary means of grace. And authority under Christ is exercised through a plurality of elders. A church cannot be a church with only one elder. When a church’s session is reduced to only one elder, then the presbytery will establish a temporary session for that church composed of elders from other churches until such time as the church can elect a plurality of elders for itself. Paul writes to Titus: “This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you….” (1:5) Note that he said, “elders in every town.” Presbyterians honor this quite strictly and scrupulously. 

D. We also believe God has appointed and equipped deacons for service to the church. Traditionally, elders tend to the spiritual needs of the people while deacons tend to the physical needs of the people, though the first deacons were to be godly, capable men of the Word. And while we may also have committees and other positions of service in the church, these are the foundational, biblical components of all church organization and government. 

I should also add for the sake of completeness, that our constitution includes confessional standards, the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms which we believe are faithful descriptions of the Bible’s teaching. Along with this our constitution includes The Book of Church Order which is more like our detailed bylaws by which we all agree to abide. Constitutions are important because they “constitute” or hold together a people. And, of course, the Bible is over all. If anything in our constitution can be shown to be in conflict with the Bible, God’s Word, we are bound to change it. The Bible is not a part of our constitution for the simple reason that it stands over the constitution. The constitution can be amended, while the Bible cannot. The Bible amends us.  

III. GOD PROVIDES AMPLE FUNDING.


A. And now we turn to everybody’s favorite subject: paying taxes. A government is not in the business of making money. But a government should be funded. Those officers from the king on down find their work in government, working for the people, and so should be funded by the people. And this is a long-standing principle which we find here. 


“7 Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, who provided food for the king and his household. Each man had to make provision for one month in the year.” And if you think I’m going to try to read all those names again, you are wrong. I read them once and that’s plenty. 


The main provision necessary for the government of Israel was for food and the necessities of living. The nation of Israel was divided into twelve districts. They were not exactly the same districts that made up the territory of the twelve tribes. Perhaps these districts attempted to divide the economic burden between twelve equal economic districts so that the amount levied against each household in each district was basically the same. 

B. It’s interesting that in organizing the structure of the churches, the Apostle Paul actually talked a lot about the stewardship of giving. People might read Paul’s concern over the need to give to the Lord’s work and say, “Hey, Paul, don’t sweat it! “Let go and let God!” They might suggest that the ardor is enough and the order would just take care of itself. But there was a dire need among the believers in Jerusalem partly due to a famine and partly to persecution. 


C. So, Paul organized a drive to raise funds for the mother church in Jerusalem. In 1 Corinthians 16, he gives some instructions. “Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.”

He further explains this is 2 Corinthians 8: “We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.” 


He continues in 2 Corinthians 9: 


“6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 


The point is that God’s people and God’s works need support, need funding. This is part of God’s regular plan. And Paul is urging them to bring ardor to the necessary order, to give joyfully, cheerfully, with the glad expectation of God’s favor, blessing, and reward. 

CONCLUSION


And because of the benefits that the wise order in Israel brought to the ardor of God’s people, note the result. 


“20 Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and were happy. 21  Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life.” It’s clear that the Lord was fulfilling his ancient, covenant promise to Abraham of a land, a people, and a blessing. 


It’s so abundantly clear that God always keeps is promises, and that he will keep his promises to us. So, let’s seek him with joyful zeal, with ardor. And let’s keep that ardor alive through following God’s wise principles of order in his church. J  
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