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A. It is common today for unbelievers to insist that we all affirm two contradictory ideas. On the one hand, they will say, we must respect all cultures and all cultural practices because they are all good, morally they are perfectly equal. No culture is better than the next. This is the fundamental tenet of multiculturalism: respect, acceptance, and affirmation of every culture and every cultural practice. 

On the other hand, and with the same breath, these unbelievers will insist that any culture that does not respect women as equals, or does not affirm every sexual deviation, homosexuality, trans-sexuality, polyamory, maybe even pedophilia, any culture that does not celebrate these is a bad culture and should be condemned. These truths are commonly held by unbelievers today. All cultures and cultural practices are good and some cultures and cultural practices are bad.

And this is a clear violation of the second law of logic, the law of non-contradiction. It states that a thing cannot be and not be at the same time and in the same relation. So, a cultural practice cannot be good and also not good at the same time and in the same relation. And yet, this is what these unbelievers are foolishly, irrationally affirming. 


B. Some cultures, some ways of living are clearly better than others. What makes some better and some worse? The answer is wisdom, biblical wisdom. Biblical wisdom is first and foremost “moral” wisdom. Biblical wisdom is fully concerned with right and wrong, good and bad (or evil), just and unjust. “Wisdom” is not the ability to form a clever argument that defeats your opponent. “Wisdom” is not the ability to develop a technological innovation that makes routine tasks easier. I have heard “wisdom” described as not mere knowledge, but “the application of knowledge.” And yet a con artist may apply the knowledge of how to deceive others in order to steal from them or defraud them. That is the application of knowledge, but it’s not wisdom. 

C. Solomon, given the choice of any one gift from God, asked for wisdom, the wisdom by which he might serve God’s people ruling well, justly over them. And the Lord was pleased with his choice. And then the writer treats us to a display of this wisdom in the “she said, she said” dispute of two women claiming that the one live child was hers and the dead child was the other’s. Without a third witness, without the benefit of DNA testing, how could the case be decided? The answer is wisdom, the very wisdom and insight, the understanding mind that the Lord had promised to Solomon. 

D. This is important and instructive for us as well. We are surrounded by folly, the opposite of true wisdom. Most of the popular media today spouts, repeats, rebroadcasts and re-tweets folly, living in violation of God’s law. Even the good stuff is often mixed. There is, honestly, only one source of pure, unadulterated wisdom, and that is the Word of God. The Word of God not only provides precepts and principles, it also reshapes our expectations, redirects our desires, and reforms our loves. Through God’s Word, where God is always the most significant factor in every situation, the Holy Spirit provides us with a new heart, not just a set of rules to follow and apply. Anyhow, let’s get to it.  

I. TRUE WISDOM IS MORAL WISDOM.

A. As we said, true wisdom is moral wisdom. This is what Solomon requested and what the Lord granted him. “9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” And this moral wisdom is woven into God’s creation. 

I read through the Proverbs pretty much every month. And I have often wondered about the meaning of wisdom’s speech in Proverbs 8, claiming that wisdom was with God as he created all things. 

22 
“The Lord possessed [wisdom] me at the beginning of his work, 

the first of his acts of old. 


23 
Ages ago I was set up, 

at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 


24 
When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

when there were no springs abounding with water. 


25 
Before the mountains had been shaped, 

before the hills, I was brought forth, 


26 
before he had made the earth with its fields, 

or the first of the dust of the world. 


27 
When he established the heavens, I was there; 

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 


28 
when he made firm the skies above, 

when he established the fountains of the deep, 


29 
when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not transgress his command, 



when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 


30 
then I was beside him, like a master workman, 



and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing before him always, 


31 
rejoicing in his inhabited world 

and delighting in the children of man.” 

So, what is wisdom talking about here? In what way has God infused his creation with “wisdom”? Is it about physics or the laws of nature, gravity, that water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit? God’s creation is truly amazing. But this is really about moral wisdom, the creation ordinances and the law God established from the beginning. 

32 
“And now, O sons, listen to me: 

blessed are those who keep my ways. 


33 
Hear instruction and be wise, 

and do not neglect it. 


34 
Blessed is the one who listens to me, 

watching daily at my gates, 

waiting beside my doors. 


35 
For whoever finds me finds life 

and obtains favor from the Lord, 


36 
but he who fails to find me injures himself; 

all who hate me love death.” 


B. And then as you read through the book of Proverbs, we find that it’s all about obeying God’s commands and doing what is right and good. Someone has pointed out that the various offices we find in the Old Testament were about the application of God’s law to different realms. So, God sent the prophets to apply God’s law to national sins, calling for national righteousness. God appointed the priests to apply God’s law to the worship of the people. And God set up kings to apply God’s law to the everyday workings of the nation. But the wisdom teacher was given to apply God’s law to everyday life. 


C. We need to get this down firmly: God’s moral laws are laws for living. Violate them, and the end will only be misery and death. Let me give you an illustration. We are all familiar with the law of gravity. If you respect this law and practice this law, you will save yourself a lot of grief in terms of, say, contusions, concussions, broken bones, internal bleeding, and death. That law is absolute and unforgiving. I mean, it’s still your choice. You can obey the law of gravity or not. So, you have been forewarned. 


People ignore the law of the Sabbath rest and as a result are either lazy and poor or suffer what used to be called “a nervous breakdown.” People ignore the law of honesty and find that nobody trusts them anymore, and that they themselves have forgotten what’s true and false. People transgress the law of sexual purity and suffer disruption of that most intimate relationship of all that God intended to be a great comfort and blessing to us. You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to be able to connect the dots. God has created this world to operate according to his laws, and especially his moral laws. No wonder the wages of sin is death.
II. TRUE WISDOM KNOWS THE HUMAN HEART.

A. So, in our story, these two women come to Solomon, each claiming to be the mother of the living child. And it presents us with what would otherwise be an unsolvable puzzle. 


“16 Then two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I gave birth to a child while she was in the house. 18 Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. And we were alone. There was no one else with us in the house; only we two were in the house. 19 And this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. 20 And she arose at midnight and took my son from beside me, while your servant slept, and laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my breast. 21 When I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, he was dead. But when I looked at him closely in the morning, behold, he was not the child that I had borne.” 22 But the other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, and the dead child is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead child is yours, and the living child is mine.” Thus they spoke before the king.” 

B. There are several interesting aspects to this story. For example, prostitution must have been legal or perhaps tolerated that two prostitute could seek the help of the king. And at this point, commoners could get an audience with the king. We should also note that children, even fatherless children, were highly prized and valued, even by prostitutes. And, at this time anyhow, Solomon could count on a mother’s love for her child, which sadly, given the millions of children who have been aborted in our land is not true of our day. And that is quite sobering. Such is the legacy of radical feminism and the sexual revolution: dead and dismembered children, ripped from the usual safety of their mother’s womb. See what happens when moral wisdom is discarded.


It’s also interesting to note that the reader is no more enlightened than was Solomon at this point. Two women told two stories. We may assume that the woman without the live child was telling the truth, but why would we assume that? There is nothing in the Hebrew that would suggest that. And even at the end, the puzzle is not solved. We still do not know which woman’s initial story was factual. 


But Solomon is interested in justice and truth, right and wrong, living and ruling by true wisdom. “Man-stealing” is a serious crime. So is lying. By rights, the living child belongs to his mother. 

C. And so, with the wisdom God supplied, Solomon utilized a good grasp of human nature, even of fallen human nature. In John 2:24-25, we find a curious statement about our Lord Jesus. People had been impressed by Jesus’ miraculous signs, but he did not yet declare himself to be the Messiah: “But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.” Jesus knew all people. He wisely understood fallen human nature, easily impressed, but not as easily committed. He “knew what was in man.” 

And so did Solomon. So he knew he could trust a mother’s heart and also count on the bitterness of a liar who sought to steal the child of her friend.  


23 Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead’; and the other says, ‘No; but your son is dead, and my son is the living one.’ ” 24 And the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought before the king. 25 And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other.” 26 Then the woman whose son was alive said to the king, because her heart yearned for her son, “Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means put him to death.” But the other said, “He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him.”

So, true to form, the mother thought first of the well-being of her child while the thief thought only of herself. Solomon also “knew what was in man.” And the Word of God will supply us with this wisdom as well, as we learn the ins and outs of human nature and especially fallen human nature. 
III. TRUE WISDOM REVEALS GOD’S GLORY.


A. The result of this display of divine wisdom was the wonder and praise of the people: “27 Then the king answered and said, “Give the living child to the first woman, and by no means put him to death; she is his mother.” 28 And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered, and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God was in him to do justice.” Okay, here’s a question we will not deal with, but I want to put it on the table. The people were in awe of the king, but it was because the wisdom of God was in him. So…what do we do with that? You do a good deed. You help someone out at your own expense. Others hear about it and heap praise on you. But you know that anything good in you or me is from the Lord. So, what do you do with that praise? It would be difficult to resist feeling pretty good about yourself and the great deed that you did. As we work through Solomon’s meteoric rise in prominence, I think we might conclude that his success went to his head, and his downfall was the result. (Okay, we will pick that up again in the future.)

B. But it is ordinarily an inescapable fact: as we live according to God’s wisdom our lives will be demonstrably better than what other people see around them. This will provide the opportunity to reflect and to relate God’s glory to others. That verse in 1 Peter 3 is often misunderstood: “prepared to give an answer.” It is often quoted in reference to apologetics, offering a rational defense of the Christian faith and worldview. That’s all good and right and helpful. But that’s not really what Peter is talking about. 


In context, Peter is addressing the subject of persecution, the common situation where Christians are criticized for their faith in Christ and their “strange” way of living according to God’s commands. And he urges believers to live wisely, to live faithfully according to God’s loves and God’s laws. Listen to the full context: 


“13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.”


C. There will be something unusual, peculiar, actually better, morally superior, more effective about the life of the believer living according to the wisdom that God has woven into his world. Cultures, ways of life, traditions, practices, and lifestyles are not equal. And the pattern God reveals in his world is the only life that is compatible and in sync with reality, with the world he has created. It reflects the moral wisdom that God the Creator has woven into his creation.
CONCLUSION


God has ordered his world so that the family, the home, the household is the basis of human relationships. From the beginning, God declared that “a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife and the two shall become one flesh.” And they shall be “fruitful and multiply.” 

A man and woman who respect and live out God’s wisdom in this regard will be blessed by God and living in accord with the wisdom God has infused into this creation. A society that encourages and rewards this exclusive sexual expression of lifelong, covenant marriage will be strong, stable, and healthy. A society that focuses on sexual pleasure for its own sake and permits, encourages, and celebrates every perverted sexual practice, will be unwise and unhealthy. Duh!


God has given work as the means of productivity and satisfaction. A culture that encourages work and the resulting prosperity will be healthy. A culture that permits some to shun work and practice indolence and laziness and rewards this practice by confiscating wealth from the productive and redistributing it to the slothful will be unhealthy and unwise. Duh! The Apostle Paul’s rule for the churches was “if you will not work, you will no eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10)

So, biblical wisdom is moral wisdom. It fully knows and understands the human heart, especially the fallen human heart. And true wisdom when it is joyfully practiced and lived out reveals God’s glory, God’s own wisdom. And so, Beloved, let us live by wisdom. J
____________________________________________________________________________________________


