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WHO LOVES TO ANSWER PRAYER
(1 Kings 3:1-15)
SUBJECT: Prayer
F.C.F.: How can we be more engaged in our prayer?
PROPOSITION: Since God alone is worthy of our life, we must seek him in prayer.
INTRODUCTION

A. All peoples are naturally religious. Even in lands where atheism has been imposed by the government, the people still maintain private religious beliefs. In areas where the biblical faith was once known and then neglected, we find all kinds of superstitious ideas popping up and woven into the peoples’ worldview. I had a neighbor many years ago, completely uninterested in going to church, yet often quoting spiritual sayings of some religious grandmother who had fashioned her own faith and gained a reputation as some kind of prophetess. 

Primitive peoples over the ages, having lost the knowledge of the one, true God, still all fashioned religions that were both superstitious and self-serving. The most primitive practiced animism, the religion that thinks that various spirits inhabit trees, gullies, groves, rivers, waterfalls, hills, mountains, and so forth. Their religion involved respecting, honoring, and appeasing these imaginary spirits. Over time, some of these spirits gained more prominence than others, and so in polytheism, several chief gods received honor and worship. The Egypt that Israel had left named many gods, for example. The Greeks had their pantheon of gods who were basically enhanced humans with all the powers and flaws of humans, resurrected by Marvel Comics. 

B. At the time of the Old Testament, this polytheism was modified into what has been called henotheism. Each people or each territory had its own god whom they trusted and served. The Bible begins with an absolute monotheism, one God and Creator of all things. It explains that true knowledge of God was lost through sin and rebellion, and that the various stages of animism, polytheism, and henotheism were all the result of people rejecting the Lord God and then fashioning their own superstitious and self-serving, make-believe religions.


And it was in this henotheistic world that the Lord God called David and now Solomon to rule his people. Here in the first years of Solomon’s reign, we find him having to make a choice: “The nations serve many gods. Is this God, the Lord God worthy of my allegiance?”


C. The first two verses of our text are debated among the scholars. Some look upon them with deep concern, detecting early signs of Solomon’s later defection from the Lord. Indeed, there are some hints of his later wandering from allegiance to the Lord.  

“Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt.” Sadly, this was only the first of Solomon’s marriage-alliances with foreign powers and foreign, unbelieving wives who served other gods. These wives would lead Solomon into serving other gods. 


“He took Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into the city of David until he had finished building his own house and the house of the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem.” Scholars notice that Solomon’s own house is mentioned before God’s “house,” the temple. Solomon spent seven years building the temple and thirteen years building his own palace. Some fault Solomon for is greater attention on his own comfort than his devotion to the Lord. 

We are also told that: “2 The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no house had yet been built for the name of the Lord.” These “high places,” various shrines that were spread all over the land became snares to Israel. Many had been repurposed from pagan sites for worship, and they quickly became places where superstition and idolatry took hold. And Solomon’s delay in building the temple allowed these high places to flourish. In fact, Solomon himself worshiped the Lord, but at one of the prominent high places less than ten miles from Jerusalem.  


D. The one detail that speaks against these early criticisms of Solomon is the statement that he loved the Lord. “3 Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and made offerings at the high places. 4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.” Remarkably, this fact is said of no other king of Israel or Judah, that he “loved the LORD.” In truth, one scholar has noted that, “so far as he could determine this was the only place in the Old Testament where it is said of an individual man that he loved the Lord.” (Davis, 34, n4) What we do find is that twice, in Psalm 18 and 116, the psalmist does state that he loves the Lord, but that’s it. So, this is a high and unique commendation of Solomon, virtually unparalleled in the Old Testament. 


In the context of worship, the Lord approaches Solomon in a dream. And here we discover some important principles for our walk with Christ and that central matter of prayer, the motive and purpose of prayer: the incentive to prayer, the bedrock of prayer, the true concern of prayer, and the aim of all of our praying. So, let’s begin with the call to: 
I. HOPE IN GOD’S GENEROSITY.


A. What is our confidence to pray? Why should we bother to pray? What is it about God that would cause us to turn to him with hopeful expectation? It is God’s great generosity to his people. 


Notice that Solomon was not even praying when God came to him in a dream with a stunning offer. “5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” It’s not quite the same as the “three wishes of the genie in the bottle.” But God, who is gracious and generous is promising to answer Solomon’s request. Of course, the offer itself involves a test. Will Solomon choose wisely? Will he ask for that which is truly good, the best? 

B. What we should see, though, is that God is willing to give his very best to his people. God is not stingy, he does not hold grudges, he is not capricious, seeking to trap his people, and once they stumble, to pounce on them, on us. The original temptation in the garden insinuated that God was not, in fact, good, despite all the evidence they had been enjoying in their unspoiled garden paradise. And if we would pray, we must come to understand with confidence that the Lord God really is pursuing our truly breathtaking good, the good we would probably pass by for some glittering bauble that would only turn out to be something less. 


C. On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ assured his disciples in John 15:7: “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” This is very similar to God’s offer to Solomon in his dream, with one exception. Jesus already insinuates the good he is aiming at. The greater part of the good is found in the condition: “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you….” Honestly, could there be anything better than our sanctification, that instead of the former trusting, abiding in self and being led astray by lies, we abide in Christ and his words have washed out the lies and replaced them with truth? 

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare, 


Jesus loves to answer prayer.

He Himself has bid thee pray, 


rise and ask without delay.


So, if we would pray with joyful confidence, we must hope in God’s generosity. And we must…

II. REST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS


A. We do not know if Solomon at this point had been exposed to the grotesque and simplistic gods of the nations. But Solomon has witnessed firsthand and from the lips of his own father, the faithfulness of the Lord God. “6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.” 

A promise is only as good as the one who makes it, of course. An offer is only as good as the one who offers it. Not only did the serpent in the garden suggest that God was not good, he also insinuated that God was not trustworthy. The warning he had given was not true. 

Solomon in his dream ascribes to God the highest regard, that the Lord had shown “chesed,” this “steadfast love” or “lovingkindness.” He himself, his own circumstances testify to this fact, that he is now firmly seated on the throne of Israel. God had promised this to David, and he is living proof of God’s faithfulness. 

B. And we need to notice when we ourselves have been helped by God. You make it home safely in a snowstorm. Don’t just “thank your lucky stars” and move on to the next item on the agenda. God has been faithful. You pray through a tough time, and the Lord carries you through. The devil would like us to forget that and also remember all our times of hardship and reversal. This is a spiritual battle we face involving a vile enemy and our own fickle and ungrateful hearts. 


C. f you want to bolster and brace your heart, if you want to achieve a reflexive “pray without ceasing,” instinctively turning to the Lord in every joy and trial, then keep a record of the Lord’s faithfulness, his trustworthiness in helping us, in answering your prayers. One of the first words that two of our granddaughters learned to speak was “hep, hep.” It was a call for help, when some task was too much for them. They were not too proud to ask. May we also learn to cry out to God always, resting, trusting in his faithfulness: “hep, hep.” 

If we would pray with confidence, then…

III. PLEAD FOR GOD’S PEOPLE.


A. And here’s where Solomon shines: his humility and his genuine concern for God’s people. “7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. [Hear it? “Hep, hep.”] 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

It was of the Lord’s great love that he chose Abraham, that he chose this people through which and to which to show and demonstrate his great power and goodness. It would be for his own glory, of course, as the nations would behold God’s glory through the people he had so blessed. We will soon see this as the nations marveled at the unparalleled prosperity and splendor of Solomon’s reign, but especially at his wisdom, the same wisdom that is available to all through his Word. 

B. And Solomon ties this God-supplied wisdom to the welfare of his people. This explains why our church spends so much of our time and energy on the ministry of the Word of God. We are convinced that the greatest good we can do for the people God loves and has chosen as his own, is to preach and teach them full of the Word, the wisdom of God. Solomon prayed for wisdom for himself in order to “discern between good and evil” in order to “govern this your great people.” And you can pray for such Word-saturated wisdom for your church and its leaders as well. 

C. But our aim is to equip you for effective service to Christ in your home, work, school, neighborhood, extended family. We do so through continually lifting up the wisdom of the Word of God and the great discernment that comes from understanding reality, the world God has made, and how we can know him and live according to the wisdom he has woven into his creation. 


And fourthly, if we would pray confidently: 

IV. DESIRE GOD’S APPROVAL.



A. While we should not live for the approval of others, it is clear that we must live for the approval of Another. We all recognize the disgrace of the “people-pleaser.” This was captured in a comical way in the words of Michael Scott, the anxious and insecure manager on the show, the “mockumentary,” The Office: “Do I need to be liked?” he said. “Absolutely not. I like to be liked. I enjoy being liked. I have to be liked. But it's not like this compulsive need to be liked, like my need to be praised.” 

B. That said, we really are to live for the approval of another, not even for our own self approval. In 2 Corinthians 5:9, Paul writes: “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.” In 1 Thessalonians 2:4, he notes: “but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts.” And later in 4:1 he writes: “Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more.” 


To Timothy Paul explains (2 Tim. 2:4): “No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him.” And the author of Hebrews reminds us that “without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” (11:6)



What we must realize is that we cannot make it our aim to please God and to please man at the same time. Paul explains in Galatians 1:10: “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.”

The point of these several quotations is to demonstrate that our aim must not be to please self or to please other people, but that we really are to seek to please God in our day-to-day walk. We must be praying that this godly desire would grow and supplant all other desires. For is this not what it means to “love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength”? Isn’t this what the first commandment means by having no other gods before him? It is God’s approval, God’s pleasure that we are living for and delighting in. 


Solomon asked for wisdom in order to wisely govern this great, chosen, dearly-loved people of God. And notice: “10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.” There it is! This is the highest good, to please the Lord, to know our Maker’s approval and commendation, his “well done, good and faithful servant.”


And because Solomon passed the test and prayed wisely, the Lord said he would bless him with other benefits as well. 


“11 And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”
CONCLUSION


We will keep an eye on Solomon. We know the Lord is faithful to all his promises. And we know that even if there are some troubling trends at the start, this is a good beginning. 


We also know that our confidence in prayer comes from our hoping in God’s generosity, resting in God’s faithfulness, pleading for God’s people, and desiring God’s approval. J
____________________________________________________________________________________________


