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A. Quick: name a Bible verse or passage that encourages us to build-up our self-esteem or self-confidence. Got one? Let me save you some time. There are none. 

Many years ago, I read a parenting book by the popular psychologist, Dr. James Dobson. It was called Hide or Seek: How to Build Self-Esteem in Your Child. Dobson argued that some children had natural gifts that would instill self-esteem and make them popular with others. One was their looks, the gold coin, he called it. The other was smarts, intelligence, the silver coin, in his view. Apparently, he had not grown up in a small town where athletic ability is the true prize, the platinum coin, as it were.

But Dr. Dobson wrote that if your child lacked both looks and smarts, then parents had to help their little tike develop some other skill: sports or some hobby that would build up their sense of worthiness, their self-esteem. What went unchallenged, of course, was the suggestion of the absolute necessity of developing “self-esteem.” 


Now let me read our text once again from Mark 14: “27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they all said the same.”

B. Is there any suggestion in this text that poor Peter was suffering from a lack of self-esteem or self-confidence? Was not his over-blown self-esteem and self-confidence the root of his whole problem? Did not his unassailable self-confidence lead him to contradict and to correct the Son of God?! Did it not plunge him into withering shame and disgrace? And was not the solution for him to abandon all self-esteem and self-confidence and place his full confidence in Jesus instead? Where did we ever get this notion that self-esteem is right up there at the top of the list of the essentials for effective living? 

C. Answer? It came from secular humanism. A few hundred years ago, intellectuals abandoned any belief in God. And so, now, with God no longer at the top of the heap, who would take his place? Um, that would be us. Humanism, the natural, rightful respect and gratitude for the exalted way God made us as the crown of creation became “secular humanism,” essentially replacing God with us. 

And with God out of the picture, we were still left with the questions: whom do we worship and whom do we trust? And the answer? Self: self-esteem and self-confidence. 


But our text points us back to reality, to the world God has made. Worship belongs to him. All confidence or trust is to be placed in him. And here in our text we find four reasons to trust Jesus, to esteem him and place our confident hope in him, alone.

I. TRUST CHRIST FOR HIS COMMITMENT.


27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’

A. Jesus was, of course, the “shepherd” who would be stricken. The natural result when the shepherd was taken out was that the aimless, frightened sheep would make a run for it. He was forewarning them of what was to come in a matter of hours. But he was also applying the prophecy from Zechariah 13 to himself. He would be stricken. He knew it would be coming soon. 

B. The passage Jesus quoted from Zechariah 13:7 is interesting. In a previous chapter, the Lord declared that he would strike false shepherds who had been deceiving and abusing his people, the false kings and leaders of Judah. But here in chapter 13, God says that he will strike his own Shepherd. 

“7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 

against the man who stands next to me,” 

declares the Lord of hosts. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones. 8 In the whole land, declares the Lord, two thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive. 9 And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’” One scholar comments: “These verses envision God’s chosen Shepherd, who suffers at the hand of God. Out of his judgment emerges the true people of God. This ranks among the clearest pictures of Jesus and His suffering church in the entire Old Testament.” 

C. Why God’s Shepherd suffers at his hand and how this suffering causes the true people of God to emerge is not stated by Zechariah. But we know that it was only through Jesus bearing our sins to the cross for us that we could be forgiven and reconciled to God. We have noted this before, but it is worth repeating often: Jesus suffered more than anyone else could have. The vilest sinner in hell will only be suffering the infinite wrath of God for his own sins. But Jesus on the cross bore the infinite wrath of God for all of the sins of all of his people, for my sins. The anguish of one sinner in hell is unfathomable, but the anguish of our Savior and Shepherd is beyond all comprehension. 


And yet he did not turn back. He was utterly committed to the rescue mission his Father sent him to accomplish, and he persevered to the end, paying the awful cost for us.   
II. TRUST CHRIST FOR HIS COURAGE.


“27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’”

A. Jesus would go it alone. In his first epistle, John reminds us that if believers should happen to sin, “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” The word translated “advocate” there is “paraclete,” in this instance, one serving as a defense attorney. And because he is righteous, he is the most effective defense attorney who shares his righteousness with us. 

But Jesus had no one stand with him, and the gospels make that explicit. About the closest to anyone standing with Jesus was Simon of Cyrene who carried the cross part of the way for Jesus, and that was not voluntary, but by force. Otherwise, all the rest fell away, fled that night, scattered like sheep after the shepherd was taken out. And even though Peter and John followed at a distance, they did not stand with Jesus. He was alone in all his trials. And in the end, not even God the Father stood with him.


B. One of the songs we usually sing during our Maundy Thursday service is “Tis Midnight and on Olive’s Brow.” There is one line in that hymn, though, that need some clarification. 


’Tis midnight, and, for others’ guilt,

the Man of Sorrows weeps in blood;

yet He that hath in anguish knelt

is not forsaken by His God. 
Okay, on that night perhaps he was “not forsaken by his God.” But the next day, in the outer darkness, when God the Father refused to “shine the light of his countenance” upon his own Son, the Lord Jesus was forsaken by all, even “forsaken by his God.” Such was the courage of Christ. And for that courage we can surely trust him. 

One who suffers for suffering’ sake we call neurotic. But one who suffers for the sake of others we call “heroic.” The Lord never requires us to trust him for no good reason, but constantly furnishes every good reason to trust him, and here is one of these: the courage of Christ for our sake when he endured the ultimate of torment and suffering and did so with no support from others, utterly alone. 


We trust Christ for his commitment, for his courage, and  
III. TRUST CHRIST FOR HIS CONFIDENCE.


A. And here is the missing piece: Christ’s resurrection! Here was the source of his assurance and boldness: Jesus would rise again to life everlasting. He stated this as an established fact: “28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”

Many an unbeliever has stumbled in their unbelief over the resurrection of Christ from the dead. One such unbeliever was the English journalist and skeptic, Frank Morrison who set about to debunk the resurrection of Christ once and for all. In his 1930 book, Who Moved the Stone?, after thoroughly investigating the historical and textual evidence of the gospel reports, he found that he not only could not disprove the resurrection but that he was compelled to accept it as established, historical fact, and then to bow before the risen Christ as Lord. 


Another way unbelievers have stumbled over Christ’s resurrection was to witness the sudden change in the apostles after that day. Before Christ’s resurrection they were hesitant and reluctant, fearful and unconvinced. Afterward, they were all as bold as lions, all of them gladly willing to suffer even death for insisting on this astonishing truth. 


B. But the One who was most confident in the resurrection was Jesus himself. Hence, he was willing to suffer the whole ordeal, knowing how it would end, not with death, but with the ultimate glory of his rising from the dead to become the found of all resurrection and life. 


I distinctly remember conducting a funeral in this sanctuary one day, and it suddenly struck me. We had gathered here to remember one who had died. But as I looked around I realized that everyone in that room was presently dying and would surely die. Our day will come, God will call our number. In Psalm 90, Moses bids us “number our days that we might gain a heart of wisdom.” If you have not planned on your death and resurrection, then you have surely miscalculated and are living in a fantasy. That we will surely die is unavoidable. That through Christ we will rise again to eternal life is undeniable, and these truths must govern all our days and inform all our plans. 

“28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”

We must trust Christ for his commitment, his courage, his confidence, and we must 
IV. TRUST CHRIST FOR HIS COMPASSION. 


“30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.”

A. We must see the compassion of Christ in this matter-of-fact statement. One of the common false gods, idols that is prevalent in every age is the fear of man, wanting to be a man-pleaser instead of a God- pleaser. It takes several forms, but two of the most common are the positive, we want to impress others and garner their approval, and the negative, we do not want their disapproval, and so we refuse to tell them to the truth. All of this fear of man or man-pleasing is born of love for self instead of love for God who deserves our first love, and love or others, who are injured by our manipulation or by our dishonesty. 

In Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul calls us to “speak the truth in love,” and there’s the balance. Truth without love is cruel, but “love” without truth is cowardly. Either way, the other is not helped. 



B. And here, proud, self-confident Peter who has been working on building up his self-esteem needs a solid dose of truth. So, in great compassion, Jesus informs him of what would happen in the next few hours. For all of his boldness, his self-assurance, his confidence in his own abilities, he was headed for a legendary fall. 


In 1973, psychologist Karl Menninger wrote a ground-breaking book with a question as the title: Whatever Became of Sin? He noted that the psychological profession had become an excuse factory churning out ready-made defenses so that people would be shielded from owning up to their own evil deeds. Much therapy today is still conducting this fruitless, destructive trade, supplying made-up justifications for the wrongs people have done. 


Jesus bids us to name and own up to our sins and the sinful motives that inspired them. And we can do so with confidence, without fear. For he has provided a remedy: full forgiveness and restoration through his atoning work on the cross. There is great freedom in truth, a full unburdening, when we cast our burdens on Christ who bore our sins to the cross.  

CONCLUSION


Please don’t forget that Mark’s gospel is probably Peter’s gospel. Mark was a secretary to Peter. After Peter’s death, Mark preserved Peter’s testimony to Jesus in his Gospel. And he got this story of Peter’s epic failure, of the fall precipitated by his sinful, idolatrous “self-esteem,” from Peter himself. Even though it cast Peter in a very negative light, Peter wanted this story to be told, that others could abandon the false god of self-esteem and find hope in Jesus. 


We overcome our self-absorption and self-devotion by focusing more on another. And the rightful Other is Jesus: Christ-esteem and Christ-confidence. It’s about his commitment, his courage, his confidence, and his compassion. J
____________________________________________________________________________________________


