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UNFINISHED (CHURCH) BUSINESS
(1 Kings 2:13-46)
SUBJECT: The church made secure.
F.C.F.: How can a church be made strong and secure?
PROPOSITION: Since Christ is the head of the church, we must focus on him alone. 
INTRODUCTION

A. Over the years I have had the privilege of receiving training in how to share the gospel, how to share Christ with others, mainly in a “cold contact” situation. And one of the principles often stressed is how to ask the right kind of “diagnostic questions,” questions that will lead to further opportunity to explain the message of the gospel. One question that is NOT helpful toward that end is to ask the person if they are a “Christian.” The reasons for this are twofold. First, there are many meanings to the word “Christian.” In fact, part of our aim in evangelism is to explain the true, biblical meaning of the word. 


There’s the story of two British explorers lost in the jungle. They stumbled upon a village of natives and heard them speaking English. The one turned to the other with joy: “They are Christians!” They entered the village, and natives immediately killed and ate them. So, “Christian” can mean many things. 

The other reason to avoid this question is that if they state they are a Christian, but do not understand the gospel, then you have to contradict them and convince them that they are, in fact, not a Christian. It becomes adversarial from the start. Far better to avoid the term in evangelistic conversations. 


B. The first use of the word “Christian” was probably coined by their enemies as a term of derision. It means “little Christ.” The Christian is one who confesses that the promised Christ or Messiah has come, and the Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ sent by God. So, the Christian faith, the largest religion in the world, focuses on Jesus. It involves love, honor, worship, and obedience to him. We declare with joyful confidence that he is God come in the flesh, that he fulfills the offices of prophet, priest, and king, and that he is the only Savior of his church which he has rightly purchased with his blood. And so, he owns us. 

Jesus is Lord and Head of the church. All of our actions and affections are measured by the standard of love and loyalty to Jesus. And faith in Jesus is to give him the same place that he holds in the Father’s heart. 

As God’s true Prophet, his word is God’s Word to us.

As God’s true Priest, his work is our rescue from sin and our reconciliation to God.


And as God’s true King, his authority is absolute and unchallengeable. 


C. And this helps to explain Solomon’s actions here in 1 Kings 2 with respect to his treatment of these four detractors. The critics argue that Solomon just doesn’t like these men. From a position of frailty and weakness, of timidity and fear, he views them as personal threats, and so makes up petty excuses to get rid of them, executing three of them and banishing the priest, Abiathar, into retirement. 


But Solomon is a type of Christ. He stands in the place of King Jesus as head of God’s people Israel. That doesn’t mean that everything he does is beyond criticism, of course. But it does man that the disloyalty or disobedience of these men to the king should be taken as unfaithfulness to God himself. As we will find, Solomon is an imperfect type of Christ with flaws of his own. All of Israel’s kings were the same. But the “office” they bore demanded the same respect and honor that the church owes to Jesus.


We have examined last time the circumstances of two of the four men described in this chapter and their lack of loyalty to their king. 
I. REMOVING RIVALS (Adonijah)

Adonijah, Solomon’s older half-brother, served as a rival to the king, thinking “I will be king instead,” and so must remove Solomon in order to replace him. He is a picture of all who place self on the throne, who may give lip service to Jesus, but are really living for self. 

II. DENYING THE DOUBLE-MINDED (Abiathar)

Abiathar the priest is an example of the “double-minded.” He was one who lacked genuine trust in and loyalty to his king. “I will trust you until I find a better option or have reason to doubt you.” The sinful heart will always find reasons to doubt and distrust Christ. 


And next we turn to Joab.

III. WEEDING OUT WORLDLINESS (Joab)

A. We have met Joab on many occasions. He was David’s nephew, the son of David’s sister, Zeruiah. And he was a mighty military leader, a gifted and capable soldier and commander. He was also thoroughly worldly. 

Over the decades that Joab served David as military expert, eventually as the commander of his armed forces, it was apparent that Joab was for Joab. I call him “worldly,” because the fallen heart of every human is completely sold out to self. And worldliness is the pervasive pressure to normalize this perspective. Everyone is so thoroughly in the tank for self, “looking out for #1,” as they say, that this is to be expected. 

In fact, any other perspective, caring for others or being devoted to a cause that involves personal sacrifice to the detriment of the self is, odd. Oh, it may be publicly praised, but privately, personally, it is dismissed as foolish, because “everybody knows” that it’s all about me, and everybody judges every proposal and every development by the standard of “what’s in it for me?” This is “the way of the world.” This is worldliness. Most every marriage, for example, begins under this unspoken expectation. And it’s remarkable that some of these marriages even endure. 

B. Joab was skilled and capable, and he used his skills, often quite ruthlessly. Solomon mentions two instances. First, when David was only king of Judah and Ish-bosheth the son of Saul claimed the throne of the rest of Israel, Abner, Ish-bosheth’s general agreed to side with David. Joab had nursed a grudge against Abner and also saw him as a potential rival. And so, Joab took Abner aside and murdered him. 


And later, due to Joab’s disloyalty, David had promoted Amasa over Joab, a rival, and Joab murdered him as well. What Solomon doesn’t mention is that when Solomon’s half-brother Absolom had rebelled against David and it came to blows, Joab disobeyed David’s expressed orders and executed the helpless Absolom on the spot. He disagreed with David’s desire and just did what he wanted to, killing David’s son before he had any chance to reconcile with him. 


And then Joab had supported Adonijah against Solomon as David’s successor. So, when Adonijah apparently was angling to usurp the throne, Solomon assumed that Joab was in cahoots with him once again. And he ordered Joab’s execution. 


C. Joab sought sanctuary in the sanctuary. It was this practice in Israel that a man who had accidentally caused the death of another could flee to a city of refuge for protection. Joab did this as well. But “sanctuary” only applied to the innocent, and Joab was clearly NOT innocent. 


D. One of the marks of a true Christian is that this worldliness, this common, pervasive self-centeredness has been overcome, and the believer has a new center of his or her life, and that center is King Jesus. Joab had never transferred the center of his life to God’s appointed king, David. And for various reasons, many professing Christians have never transferred the center of their lives to King Jesus. 


1. One reason involves the so-called “carnal Christian” heresy which suggests that a believer may accept Jesus as Savior only and then, subsequently, if desired, also “make Jesus their Lord.” So, according to this view which is still taught today, one can be born again, on their way to heaven, yet completely ignoring Jesus as king. In a word, “worldly,” still living for self, like Joab. 


2. Another, more subtle, less crass reason for this is the more recent nonsense proclaimed by many “seeker-sensitive” churches and by many “Christian” therapists, namely, that Jesus came to meet all of our felt needs. In this utterly worldly view, the biblical roles are actually reversed. The sinner is king, and Jesus becomes the servant, ready at the sinner’s every beck and call to come and meet their perceived need for success, prosperity, and especially to stroke their self-esteem. In an amazing development aimed at coaxing people to join a “church,” the non-Christian is assured that they can not only keep pursuing their selfish desires, but that the church, that Jesus will even help them achieve the satisfaction of those selfish desires, when Christ clearly came to rescue us from these selfish desires! 

Everybody can become a Joab now, re-interpreting King Jesus’ commands as “what Jesus meant to say is that I should do that which makes me feel happy and fulfilled, which assists me in reaching my wonderful potential, and to live the good life as I interpret it.” This is often bolstered by various “testimonies”: “I was a poor and unhappy nobody, and then I tried Jesus. And Jesus made me successful and sought after by others. And if you try Jesus, he will do the same for you.” Some have suggested that the Apostle Peter’s testimony would be quite different. “I was a fairly prosperous fisherman, a small-business owner. Then I met Jesus, and became a fugitive and an outcast, poor and often arrested and eventually put to death in a horrible manner.” Not many would “try Jesus” on the strength of that “testimony.”   


And lastly, we come to grumpy, bitter Shimei.

IV. ABOLISHING APOSTASY. 


A. I refer to Shimei as an example of one who had committed apostasy. Now for a long time I had confused two similar terms: “heresy” and “apostasy.” But there is a clear difference. “Heresy” occurs when someone gets a new idea, a new view of some aspect of the faith that is contrary to the faith once for all delivered to the saints. Most typically, it involves some major doctrine regarding the nature of God or the dual natures of Christ or the way of salvation. The cult, Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, teaches that Jesus was not God, that God is not a triunity of three persons in one God, and that salvation is not received by grace, through faith, but is accomplished by our good works. These fatal errors had been circulating long before Charles Taze Russell began to teach them in the late 1800s, but found a foothold in his day. I remember the meaning of “heresy” by picturing someone with a “wild hair” of an idea who will not give it up even when corrected by others from the Bible. “Wild hair idea” and “heresy.”

“Apostasy” literally means, “to stand apart from.” It is to take your stand away from or against the Christian faith, basically to leave the faith. I remember this definition because it sounds similar to “a posse.” Think of a posse in the old west riding out of town. Apostasy refers to one who had professed faith in Christ, but then left the faith, rejecting Christ, or rejecting biblical Christianity for some “new and improved,” woke or more tolerant, inclusive Jesus.  

Sometimes to spark discussion, a leader will say, “There are no dumb questions,” or “There are no wrong answers.” But, of course, everyone knows that there are dumb questions and that there definitely are wrong answers. The Christian faith is objectively true, not just a matter of feelings or opinions. 


B. Shimei offers a picture not of heresy but of apostasy. He came from the tribe of Benjamin and had been loyal to Saul. And so, when Absolom staged his civil war, as David was fleeing Jerusalem, Shimei rejected David, God’s king. He cursed David, ran alongside him from the other side of the ravine, trying to pelt him and his men with rocks and dirt clods, cursing them as they went along. 

But David had forgiven him and had let him live. And yet, Shimei had forsaken David as his king, and so, he could not be trusted. Solomon wanted to keep an eye on him. 

36 Then the king sent and summoned Shimei and said to him, “Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out from there to any place whatever. 37 For on the day you go out and cross the brook Kidron, know for certain that you shall die. Your blood shall be on your own head.” 38 And Shimei said to the king, “What you say is good; as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do.” So Shimei lived in Jerusalem many days. 


39 But it happened at the end of three years that two of Shimei’s servants ran away to Achish, son of Maacah, king of Gath. And when it was told Shimei, “Behold, your servants are in Gath,” 40 Shimei arose and saddled a donkey and went to Gath to Achish to seek his servants. Shimei went and brought his servants from Gath. 41 And when Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and returned, 42 the king sent and summoned Shimei and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the Lord and solemnly warn you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day you go out and go to any place whatever, you shall die’? And you said to me, ‘What you say is good; I will obey.’ 43 Why then have you not kept your oath to the Lord and the commandment with which I commanded you?” 44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know in your own heart all the harm that you did to David my father. So the Lord will bring back your harm on your own head. 45 But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the Lord forever.” 46 Then the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he went out and struck him down, and he died. 


So the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. 

CONCLUSION


As the new people of God, as the apple of God’s eye, as the body and bride of Christ whom Jesus is purifying for himself, we must look to Jesus with complete confidence and commitment, love and loyalty. We must be vigilant and maintain the church, the kingdom of God as established in the hand of King Jesus. 


So, we must conquer and subdue the sinful self in its rivalry for Jesus to the throne of our lives.


And we must not vacillate in our faithful obedience to him. 

We must beware the pervasive worldliness around us, the common, expected living for self first and measuring every development by the yardstick of “what’s in it for me”?


And we must remain true to our king, to his will as expressed in his Word. 


As we will find with wearying disappointment in the books of First and Second Kings, every human king and leader will in some way disappoint us, even if only by their failure to keep living as we will find in one of the best kings, Josiah.


But here is King Jesus whom we can follow and trust through every age. 


As we are assured in Revelation 7:


“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
J
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