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UNFINISHED (CHURCH) BUSINESS
(1 Kings 2:13-46)
SUBJECT: The church made secure.
F.C.F.: How can a church be made strong and secure?
PROPOSITION: Since Christ is the head of the church, we must focus on him alone. 
INTRODUCTION

A. I heard of a young couple who bought an older house from a widow. When they moved in, they discovered that she had left many things behind. Some of it was usable. But much of it was personal. When they called the woman, she assured them that she did not want any of it. But they discovered old family photos and other keepsakes that they thought would be of great value to her family. So, they set it aside, often having to work around the boxes. Eventually, reluctantly, they just threw it all away.


Solomon also was left with some unfinished business, important matters, some people, not dealt with by his father David who stood in opposition to him. And so, one of the first acts of his kingship was to contend with these sometime opponents. 

B. This raises that important question we must grapple with when we read the Old Testament historical books and try to apply them to our present circumstances this side of the cross as New Testament or New Covenant believers. The stories in the Old Testament are more than mere illustrations of moral principles: “David did this, it was good, do this. David did that, it was bad, don’t do that.” As we have said on many occasions, the Old Testament contains many types, forerunners of the greater New Testament realities. The types are imperfect, of course, and find their fulfillment in the New Testament. And some of these are obvious. 


The king is clearly a type of the King of kings. Israel, the people of God, is a type of the church. The Promised Land is a type of the glorious age to come in heaven first, and eventually in the new earth. So, given this typology, we see greater principles regarding our hope and life as the church, the people of God with the great King Jesus as our head. As David was an imperfect picture of the Christ, so Solomon his son, serves as the same. 


C. First Kings Chapter 1 deals with succession. Here in Chapter 2, we explore the matter of security. How is a church made strong and secure? That will be our subject this time and next. The church is made strong in part by dealing well with opposition and negative influences, embodied and exemplified by Solomon’s unfinished business in the persons of Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab, and Shimei.  

I. REMOVING RIVALS

A. The reappearance of Adonijah at this point leaves many unanswered questions. It is possible that he was merely lovestruck, and that he came with the request of one deeply smitten. After all, we have been told more than once that the object of his affection, Abishag, was “very beautiful.” 

“13 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, “Do you come peacefully?” He said, “Peacefully.” She was right to be wary. Here was the man who had tried to usurp the throne from her son, Solomon, against the expressed command of his father. And when Nathan had come to warn her, he clearly implied that her life was in the balance if he succeeded: “11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, “Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king and David our lord does not know it? 12 Now therefore come, let me give you advice, that you may save your own life and the life of your son Solomon.” (1:11-12)

And we can hear a touch of bitterness in his words: “14 Then he said, “I have something to say to you.” She said, “Speak.” 15 He said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel fully expected me to reign. However, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother’s, for it was his from the LORD.” So, he SAYS that he has made peace with the outcome since the LORD had brought it about. But the resentment is also evident. 


And here comes the appeal for a favor: “16 And now I have one request to make of you; do not refuse me.” She said to him, “Speak.” 17 And he said, “Please ask King Solomon—he will not refuse you—to give me Abishag the Shunammite as my wife.” 


B. So, this compounds the complexity. Abishag was hired as human hot water bottle to keep the shivering David warm at night. But he had no relations with her. So, what was her status? If she was a mere servant, no problem. But if she was a concubine, big problem. There would be the icky moral issue of incest. And there would be the political problem, because the practice seemed to be that whoever possessed the king’s harem also possessed the king’s throne. And if you recall, the rebel Absolom had relations with his father’s concubines, claiming, in a sense, his harem, household, and crown. 

So, what was the real motive behind this request? The old Puritan commentator, Matthew Henry said, “His words were smooth as butter, but war was in his heart.” A more recent scholar states that this was “couched in terms of compensation for loss.” He was denied the throne, but could he have the consolation prize of the beauty queen? 


C. The next interpretive difficulty is in discerning Bathsheba’s motive for carrying this message to her son, the king. “18 Bathsheba said, “Very well; I will speak for you to the king.”
Matthew Henry states: “he engaged Bathsheba to be his friend in this matter, who would be forward to believe it a matter of love, and not apt to suspect it a matter of policy.” In other words, his tugging at her heart strings might be more successful. So, it may be that she had been watching too many Hallmark movies and felt the passion of this smitten suitor. 


On the other hand, she knew her son, Solomon. And she might have thought he would see this as an attempted coup and would react as he did. 


“19 So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him on behalf of Adonijah. And the king rose to meet her and bowed down to her. Then he sat on his throne and had a seat brought for the king’s mother, and she sat on his right.” Here is Solomon obeying the fifth commandment and honoring his mother. The command to obey parents ends with emancipation. But the respect and honor for parents (and others in lawful authority) is permanent. 

“20 Then she said, “I have one small request to make of you; do not refuse me.” And the king said to her, “Make your request, my mother, for I will not refuse you.” 21 She said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as his wife.”

Solomon immediately interprets this as an attempt at insurrection. “22 King Solomon answered his mother, “And why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also, for he is my older brother, and on his side are Abiathar the priest and Joab the son of Zeruiah.” Abiathar and Joab had sided with Adonijah when he had earlier attempted to usurp the throne. Solomon assumes that they are behind this attempt as well. 

He had forgiven Adonijah for that earlier attempt, but he had solemnly warned him: “52 And Solomon said, “If he will show himself a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.”
Solomon interprets this request as “wickedness,” and takes action with a solemn oath. 


“23 Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, “God do so to me and more also if this word does not cost Adonijah his life! 24 Now therefore as the LORD lives, who has established me and placed me on the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today.” 25 So King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he struck him down, and he died.” 


D. Now, again, by way of typology, Solomon the lawful king and heir to God’s covenant promise to David, serves as a type of Christ the king. To defy the king is to defy Christ in whose place he stood. It was also to attack his church, the people of God. And the important application speaks to removing rivals to Christ.


These “rivals,” false kings and pretenders to the throne are false gods and false Christs who promise a false hope and a false salvation. We could describe all these false loves in terms of “idols.” John Calvin understood that “man’s nature is a perpetual factory of idols,” that the “mind begets an idol, and the hand gives it birth.” 

A friend of mine had his well-water tested. It came back as mostly free from dangerous chemicals, but when it came to bacteria, the result was TNTC: “too numerous to count.” And Calvin’s point is that the idols of the heart are also TNTC. There are the idols of our sinful passions: pride, lust, greed, envy, bitterness, hatred. All of these seem to be in operation in Adonijah’s heart. Christ’s church is threatened when God’s people do not mortify these sinful desires. The church in Philippi, for example, was disturbed by two women, Euodia and Syntyche (or some have called them “Odious” and “So-touchy”). “I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.” (4:2) James writes not of personalities but of stubborn principles in the sinful heart: “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?” (4:1-4) 

But it’s not just personal passions. Various allegiances and ideologies can replace Christ as our goal and head and first love: a particular theory of eschatology or the last things, the focus on a political perspective or some particular political leaders. I say this fully aware that we have just yesterday celebrated with great fanfare the 250th anniversary of the founding of our nation. Whenever we hitch the biblical faith up with some political viewpoint or even some great cause, there is always the tendency to let the cause or the perspective to overshadow Christ. 


In his book, The Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis writes: “There have been men before now who got so interested in proving the existence of God that they came to care nothing for God Himself…as if the good Lord had nothing to do but exist! There have been some who were so occupied in spreading Christianity that they never gave a thought to Christ Man! Ye see it in smaller matters. Did ye ever know a lover of books that with all his first editions and signed copies had lost the power to read them? Or an organizer of charities that had lost all love for the poor? It is the subtlest of all the snares.” (pp. 71-2)

So, we see in Adonijah the warning against rivals to the King and Head of the Church, and our necessary vigilance to expose and reject them. We must remove rivals and deny the doubleminded. 
II. DENY THE DOUBLEMINDED


A. Abiathar was a mixed bag, and that was the problem. On the one hand, he was there at Nob when Saul slaughtered all the priests and their families, he alone escaping. That massacre, though one of the wickedest acts of Saul, also fulfilled God’s condemnation of the unfaithful priest Eli and his line. Abiathar then served David and his men in the wilderness. He later became priest in David’s kingdom along with Zadok, one of David’s trusted counselors. When Absolom had usurped the throne, David sent Abiathar back to pretend loyalty to Absolom and to send messages back to David. 


But, as we have just seen in chapter 1, Abiathar along with Joab had supported Adonijah against Solomon and against David’s own command. So, he was a mixed bag. The biblical word would be “doubleminded.” He was faithful and loyal until he wasn’t. Hence, he could not be trusted to serve in Solomon’s administration. 

B. Now, Solomon was not so wicked and cruel as Saul, to kill a priest. Rather, he retired him to Anathoth, the city where retired priests went. He effectively removed him from any position of authority or influence. And this completed the extinguishing of the line of Eli as priest according to God’s judgment back in 1 Samuel 2. 


A well-known reference to “doublemindedness” in the New Testament is found in James 1. It speaks not of one who has occasional doubts, but of the person who refuses to trust God, to trust his Word and promises. Here it is from James 1:5-8: “5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”


C. The “wisdom” in view here is to believe and put into practice what God has promised just prior to this. It is the wisdom to grasp God’s teaching that we can face trials of many kinds with rejoicing because we are assured that he uses these trials to test or prove our faith and so make us steadfast and perfect, lacking nothing. That may be hard to hold on to in the midst of those trials. So, we must ask God to supply this wisdom, this confident assurance from a posture of trust, believing that God keeps his Word. 


And Christ’s church is built upon such confident trust in the promises of God. As we work through the historical books of the Old Testament, in First and Second Kings, we will find many examples of those challenged to trust God, but who, in the end, turned to false hopes instead. Sadly, Abiathar was unable to see God plan in exalting Solomon to the throne instead of the more popular and seemingly promising Adonijah. And this double-minded leader had to be removed. 

CONCLUSION


The bedrock foundation of the church is faith in God’s Son, trusting God’s promise of salvation and eternal life in him. When Peter had openly confessed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, Jesus assured him that he would build his church upon the rock of that profession of faith in Jesus, that the settled assurance that all of God’s promises were “yay and amen” in Christ. If his church is to be solid and secure, we must preach and pray to that end. We must aim at hearty, robust confidence in Christ. J
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