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A. So, we have commenced on this journey of exploration in some of the “clean pages” of most peoples’ Bibles. These are paths seldom traveled today, unless one is committed to reading through the Bible and is able to make it through Leviticus and Numbers. I want to forewarn you: parts of First and Second Kings can be a bit monotonous, especially in the middle of Second Kings where we follow the familiar pattern of the many kings of the northern nation of Israel. There we find that king after king after king followed in the sinful ways of those before them and did not depart from them. The cumulative effect was a steady decline through hundreds of years followed by (spoiler alert!) the complete erasure of Israel from existence as the people of God. 

In all of this frustrating decline and sadness the chief culprit is clear: idolatry. It is their going after other gods, aping the superstitions of the nations which the Lord had driven out before them. Why did they habitually go after other gods? They already had the Lord God who, with a mighty hand, had rescued them from slavery and death in Egypt and had settled them in this good land flowing with milk and honey. Why sneak away after the gods of the pagan peoples? 


B. The simple answer is unbelief. They did not trust the Lord God to be committed to their best interest. Ever since the fall of our race into sin, the sinful self was sure that it knew better and has demanded to be in charge. The sad truth is that the sinner does not believe that the Lord has our best interest, our true happiness as his aim. The sinful self just does not trust the Lord God. 


And isn’t that always the struggle? The heart constantly wonders: “If I were to relinquish my entire life and my whole existence to Jesus Christ, would I be happy now and in the end?” And here’s where these secret sins, these false idols, as in Israel, enter in. “I have this sinful place of amusement, comfort, or pleasure hidden away under lock and key. Nobody knows about it. I’m not even sure that God knows about it!” Paul describes these “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-21: “sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.”  

“So, I’ll do this Jesus thing for the time being. But if God fails me, if this just isn’t working out, I have my secret sin to fall back on. It will satisfy me!” 


C. That raises the great question: “Why should I trust God with my happiness?” 

One might say, “Well, we have no other choice.” But that’s not a positive reason, only a negative one. “All other roads guarantee misery.” 


One might then say, “Because God promises good things!” But we hear lots of big promises. I recently heard of an older man who was approached online by an attractive young woman. She promised him a life with her together. She was even building them a dream home in Hawaii. He eventually wired her over five million dollars before he discovered that it was all a lie, a scam, a false promise. But, of course, that’s nothing compared to the billions who are devoting their precious, irreplaceable life, and their never-dying soul to lying idols who mock them even as they falsely promise them heaven on earth. 


D. No, the sole reason we can trust God is because he is trustworthy. And we know this because God binds himself to his people by rich, covenant promises. And then God always keeps his promises. All the idols always break theirs, every time. For they promise what they cannot deliver: true and abundant life. And here we find the failing King David seeking to ensure the covenant faithfulness of his people for the future. And we must remain true to the Lord who has given himself to us through the covenant made in Jesus, his Son.
I. PERFORM COVENANT FAITHFULNESS.

A. As we have seen, David left much to be desired as a father. Spoiled son Absolom put himself first and died as the result. And now the next in line, Adonijah, tried the same: “I will be king!” We were specifically told that “6 His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, “Why have you done thus and so?” But David did a much more admirable job with his young son, Solomon, as we find Solomon testifying to in the first nine chapters of the Proverbs. And here, with his dying breaths, David takes one more crack at driving this important lesson of covenant faithfulness home. 


“When David’s time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying, 2 “I am about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man, 3 and keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn, 4 that the Lord may establish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 


B. It’s never been popular, but the topic of “obedience to God’s commands” seems to be in retreat today. Part of this may be due to a misunderstanding of the Reformation view of salvation. While justification is by faith alone and not by our works, the necessary companion to justification, sanctification is to the end of growing in love for God expressed in holiness of life: good works and obedience to God’s commands. Focusing on obedience can be problematic if we are thinking of it as the ground of our salvation. But it is clearly the delightful fruit of our salvation. 


Faith is not the enemy of obedience. Grace is not a license for disobedience. God’s grace in Christ assists, supports, strengthens, and empowers the believer for obedience. An important question we can ask in every situation is this, “Am I obeying God’s commands?” These “statutes,” “commandments,” “rules,” and “testimonies” are the reflection of God’s holy character and his perfect will. Keeping these rules, obedience to these commands, is “the good life.” Describe for me some other way of living that would or even could be superior to obedience? 

C. So, God’s intent in making this covenant with his people through faith in his Son is both justification and sanctification. His aim is both to declare us righteous and holy and then to make us righteous and holy. Do you think there will be any disobedience in heaven? Of course, not. It is this perfect, consistent, joyful obedience to God from a sinless heart that will make it “heaven!” There is nothing else that we could rightly call “heaven.” 

So, we must perform covenant faithfulness, and we must:

II. PRACTICE COVENANT MAINTENANCE.


A. David also warns his son and successor regarding some internal factors that threaten covenant faithfulness. He singles out three men. 


1. First is the disobedient rival, Joab. Solomon would have no love lost on Joab because, as you recall, Joab had supported the man who tried to steal the kingdom away from him. But that’s not what David is referring to. Joab was a ruthless killer who could not be trusted. Joab was for Joab. “5 “Moreover, you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, how he dealt with the two commanders of the armies of Israel, Abner the son of Ner, and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed, avenging in time of peace for blood that had been shed in war, and putting the blood of war on the belt around his waist and on the sandals on his feet.” Killing in war, especially in a “just war” situation of defending yourself or the innocent from unjust attack is one thing. But Joab deliberately, in cold blood, murdered two men for personal gain. 

I believe in the power of God to change the heart of every sinner. But sometimes people cross a line that involves a fundamental breakdown of their personal integrity. I’m not saying that such a sinner cannot still be forgiven and washed clean by the blood of Christ. But there is a compromise of character still to be reckoned with. Willful murder, rape, child molestation: these horrors must never be repeated! Perhaps lifetime incarceration is in order. In the Old Testament these all warranted the death penalty. David does not specifically tell Solomon how to deal with Joab, but he does warn him sternly. “6 Act therefore according to your wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to Sheol in peace.”

2. Then there was that rock-throwing, curse-spitting, wild man, Shimei. “8 And there is also with you Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a grievous curse on the day when I went to Mahanaim. But when he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord, saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man. You will know what you ought to do to him, and you shall bring his gray head down with blood to Sheol.”

If you recall, to his credit, Shimei repented to David. And Shimei did stand by Solomon during Adonijah’s short-lived insurrection. But he had attacked the king. David promised not to put him to death, but this man was guilty of a public act of treason. Solomon would be king. And one of his main tasks was to ensure the safety of the people which was synonymous with the stability of his authority. Shimei had committed treason. He has seemingly reformed his ways, but, could he be trusted?

God’s covenant with his people is under relentless attack from all quarters. If you skim the book of Acts and the epistles, for example, God’s gospel covenant through Christ is attacked by external enemies, by internal hypocrites, by weakness and cowardice, by long-standing prejudices, by stubborn legalists and traditionalists, by jealous authorities, by greedy celebrity types, and by false ideologies that scoff and mock the truth.  


3. David mentioned one more man, and this was by way not of warning but of commendation. “7 But deal loyally with the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table, for with such loyalty they met me when I fled from Absalom your brother.” It was not the sons of Barzillai that had helped David, but Barzillai himself. David had invited him back to Jerusalem to join his administration, but Barzillai declined because he was too old. So, David had said he would honor the sons of Barzillai. Here he wants to ensure that this will continue. 

In Romans 13, we find that well-known text on being subject to civil authorities. The reason God instituted these rulers, a calling they often do not live up to, was for the good of those who will do right, but also the restraint of evildoers. It is worth quoting here: 


“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.” (1-4) This has been God’s consistent pattern from the days of the kings to the present.


C. And it is true also of God’s covenant community, the church. Church discipline is often an unpopular subject. The church is thought to be a voluntary community, even “democratic,” easy-in, easy-out. It’s a little embarrassing when secular associations like the Rotary Club or the Lions Club have stricter rules of membership than the church of Jesus Christ! A covenant community like the church is called together by entering the covenant and is held together by keeping covenant. So, church discipline, the ordained leadership admitting and excluding from membership is essential to maintaining the covenant. Our Reformed forbearers understood church discipline to be one of the marks of a true church, fulfilling the “kingly” role of Christ, the true Head of the Church.

III. PREPARE FOR COVENANT FULFILLMENT. 


A. God’s ultimate fulfilment of his wonderful covenant promise will be revealed in the age to come. That’s what makes the death of the believer a time of hope as they enter in full into the age that is already dawning. ““10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 11 And the time that David reigned over Israel was forty years. He reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.”

David had kept covenant with the Lord, imperfectly to be sure, yet with continual faith and repentance. Death is always difficult. But there truly is a vast difference when it comes to the death of a believer. Death is not the end. Nor is death for the believer a remnant of the curse, the penalty of sin. It is unnatural, to be sure. It is a disruption in God’s original design. But if Jesus truly bore our sins to the cross and endured the full penalty we deserve for our sins, then the death of the believer is not God’s last act of punishment, for Jesus himself paid the full penalty for our sins. So, we must see a different purpose in the death of the believer. 

B. Death for the unbeliever is God’s bounty hunter to drag him or her before the bar of God’s terrible judgment, the most dreadful moment in any sinner’s life! But death comes for the unbeliever as a friend, to deliver him or her into the immediate presence of his or her loving heavenly Father, with Christ their mediator seated at God’s right hand. 

And, Beloved, that’s the full benefit of the covenant we enjoy in Christ. That’s what all this covenant-faithfulness is really all about: clinging to Christ, growing strong in our confidence and hope in Christ, becoming like Christ in our character, leading to our making our calling and election sure in Christ.

CONCLUSION 

Old Testament Israel was a picture of the greater reality to come in the age of the gospel, the age of fulfillment. 


Israel’s great hope and aim was the Promised Land, the true and lasting rest from their enemies, but also a refuge from the curse of sin. And this, in a greater way is our hope as well. 


David died—he “slept with his fathers and was buried.” Bu the was buried in the Promised Land, the land of covenant promise. And he was buried in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection unto live eternal, unto the ultimate Promised Land of the age to come. J
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