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A. How would you sum up your life? What words, two dozen or so, four or five sentences, would you use do describe your time spent on earth? For those who are younger, well, you haven’t been here very long. We older ones have more to go on. 

A summary of the lives of those who have lived in faith might give us some direction regarding how we should rightly live our lives, what we should be aiming for, to what end we should aspire. And in our brief text for this evening, we have God’s official assessment of David’s life, providing for us an important clue with respect to how we should live now and what we should consider as our “chief end.” The fact that David was called to be king of Israel does not distinguish his calling from our own. And we will find that God’s summary of his life provides a wise pattern for each of us. 

B. You can see how this last section of 2 Samuel is more of a conclusion or epilogue to the story. The events are plucked out of various seasons in David’s life and reign. Verse 1 declares: “Now these are the last words of David….” And yet in what follows we have the record of more words and acts of David. So, perhaps these words were spoken under divine inspiration on David’s deathbed in the final moments of his life. But their importance is highlighted here by the chiastic structure of chapters 21-24. The long song or psalm recorded in chapter 22 is paralleled with these “last words of David” as the tip of the arrow, the high point of this conclusion. So, it’s worth a closer look.


C. And what we find is God’s divine benediction on a certain kind of life. It is a life worth living, a life without regrets, the life that God designed us for, each one of us, none excluded, at every stage from beginning to end. Here we find something more precise, specific, and direct than simply “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever,” which is true and right and good. Would that each of us could give such a testimony as the one applied to David as our eyes are closing, as we whisper our final witness to those surrounding our last moments on earth! Here’s what we learn. Here’s God’s divine summary of David’s life, and direction for our own. First…
I. WE MUST RECOGNIZE OUR CREATURLINESS. 


We must freely admit and confess both our frailty as creatures and our waywardness as those born carrying the contagion of original sin. And this reminder David provides in the opening to his final words. 

“1 Now these are the last words of David: 



The oracle of David, the son of Jesse, 

the oracle of the man who was raised on high, 



the anointed of the God of Jacob, 

the sweet psalmist of Israel: 


A. David recalls his lowliness, his truly humble beginnings in the first two lines. He is only “the son of Jesse.” He was, in fact, the last born of eight sons of Jesse, so unimportant and unpromising that his father didn’t even bother to invite him to the important feast where Samuel had come secretly to anoint the next king of Israel. He had to be recalled from watching the sheep. And that the Lord raised him on high assumes that he was not “on high.” 

It is important that we likewise recognize our creatureliness. The Puritans often noted that we are no more than “dust and air.” The last of the created order, God formed Adam from the dust and breathed the breath of life into him. Some here may have come from well-to-do stock while others from lowly commoners or are even unaware of our parents at all, given over by them to be adopted into loving arms. But what we all share is our creatureliness and sheer dependence upon our Creator for life and being itself. 


B. David confesses more: “the anointed of the God of Jacob….” “Anointed” is a passive word. It was something done to him, not of his own choosing. As such it was a privilege. You will be wiser and happier, able to better relate to others and be patient with their weaknesses if you will adopt this attitude and fight to retain it all your life. You were nothing, and all that you have, every ounce of any good in your life is God’s gift to you, the undeserving. Scholar Joyce Baldwyn notes that, “the ‘God of Jacob’ is the one who transforms twisted human material, so David thinks himself as in need of transformation (not like the kings of Egypt, for example, who considered themselves divine).” God anointed him for this special work, as unfit and ill-equipped as he was. And God has anointed you to a special work as well, even though you and I are in need of continual transformation. 


C. David also tells us that he has become a worshipper, “the sweet psalmist of Israel.” Indeed, he composed about half of the psalms in the psalter. It is both telling and instructive that David turned to God in both joy and lament—he brought everything to the Lord in continual conversation. And even though we stem from the same humble, bent stock as David, a descendant of rebel Adam, God appoints and anoints lowly, failed creatures of dust and air to do his great works. We must recognize our creatureliness, and 
II. WE MUST REALIZE OUR CALLING.


A. David speaks of the work to which God called him. And as I suggested earlier, this is not a work that is unique to David only, a work that only few could relate to. It is a calling that each believer shares, an obligation, really, laid upon all people, believers and unbelievers alike. 


So, what is this work? What is the one work common to all of God’s people, irrespective of our other obligations and tasks before us? What is that one goal for which we must aim, and that, if we fulfill it means success, while if we neglect it means failure and loss? 

It’s there in verses 2-4. Let me read verse 2 and into verse 3: 2 “The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me; his word is on my tongue. 3 The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel has said to me….” 


David wants us to know that this counsel, this directive is not his mere opinion or the insight he has formulated through his many years of experience. Rather, this is directly from God’s lips, as is all Scripture, breathed out by God. Almighty God our Maker and King is here telling us how we are to live a life pleasing to him, a life worth living, a life that truly fulfills his design in creating us. 


And what is that one thing? What is it that each one of us, no matter our gifting or station in life, is to aim for? Here it is from the remainder of verse 3 and verse 4: “When one rules justly over men, ruling in the fear of God, 4 he dawns on them like the morning light, like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth.” Let’s unpack and apply this.


B. The one thing that God calls each of us to is to rule justly over men, ruling in the fear of the Lord. Now that may seem both impractical and irrelevant to most of us. After all, David was the second king of Israel. He was part of an exclusive club of those who ruled over God’s people. If he was speaking only to the very few who would serve as king, ruling over men, then this word, as urgent and crucial and vital as the build-up implies, would still have little or no relevance to most of us. 


But if we rightly expand the application, then it speaks powerfully to all of us. For all of us, each one of us, has some realm in life where we are the authority, a dominion that belongs to us. And the chief calling for each of us is to bring everything in the realm of your life under the rule of king Jesus. 

C. There are several realms, territories, spheres, jurisdictions where God has given us say so. The prisoner in his cell may think he has no authority whatsoever. And yet he has his cell. And how he keeps his cell, its organization and cleanliness, for example, must be brought under the kingship of Jesus. And all of his interactions with the guards or other prisoners, his conversation and demeanor likewise are part of his dominion and must fall under the authority of Jesus. All of his conduct must be performed justly and “in the fear of God,” according to God’s commands and with the aim of bringing honor to him. Do you see how this works out in the various areas of life? 


1. Obviously, those called to church leadership, some of whom we refer to as “ruling elders,” are to rule justly over the congregation, “ruling in the fear of God.” But, you understand, this does not leave the non-officers off the hook. Each church member bears the “office of member” and is to fulfill that office as worshipper, as devoted student of God’s word, as one who prays for others and supports the fellowship and work of the church: all of that is to be done justly and in the fear of God. The last vow each member takes is to “submit…to the government and discipline of the Church,” but also “to study its purity and peace.”

2. And then there is the home and family. Husbands and wives have received that calling from the Lord, to be discharged justly and in the fear of God. And as they raise their children, ruling, yes, ruling over their household, they are also to do so justly and in the fear of God. Children should never fear their parents who are the mere place holders during their children’s minor years, but should be taught by word and example to fear God. And, Boys and Girls, you have a responsibility here as well. For you also have a realm of authority in the home. You have your room, your toys, your playmates, your studies. In a sense, you serve as king or queen over these things, and so God calls you to treat your room (did you make your bed this morning?), your brothers and sisters, your playmates and play things “justly” and “in the fear of God.” No one escapes this calling, from the highest to the lowest. (We could mention the workplace or classroom and the government as well, but you get the idea.)  


D. And look at what results when God’s people bring everything in their realm of influence and authority under King Jesus: 


4 
he dawns on them like the morning light, 

like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, 

like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth. 

We can freely understand this image, especially at this time of the year coming off winter. The morning light, the bright sunshine, the refreshing rains produce abundant vegetation. Without this, all life on earth would perish. This is an analogy, of course. But when we bring all things under our responsibility into the care and oversight of King Jesus, that realm and rule truly prospers to the highest degree possible.

Thirdly, 
III. WE MUST REST IN GOD’S COVENANT.

A. In this third aspect of God’s summation of David’s life we find another important similarity. It’s in verse 5:  

5 
“For does not my house stand so with God? 

For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 

ordered in all things and secure. 



For will he not cause to prosper 

all my help and my desire? 

David is saying that his experience is living proof of this truth. He is one who has, okay, imperfectly, ruled justly over men, ruling in the fear of the Lord. And he has enjoyed the fruits of God’s promise. His house stands so with God. He has laid hold of an everlasting covenant ordered in all things and secure. All his help and desire the Lord has caused to prosper. 

B. At the close of David’s life, Israel is enjoying unparalleled security and prosperity before the Lord. David’s reign is truly the mark against which every subsequent reign is measured. Though the reign of his son, Solomon, would surpass that of David in both safety and material wealth, the Hebrew concept of “shalom,” peace and wellbeing, it did not surpass David’s reign in faithfulness. 


This side of the cross, we understand that David was a type of the coming Christ, and that we lay hold of this everlasting covenant through Christ. When we place our hope in him, we enter into the covenant blessings of Christ. Jesus has assumed the throne of David, infinitely surpassing his reign providing eternal peace and reconciliation with God and life everlasting.


C. And we must see ourselves as dwelling in the blessing of and reaping the benefits of that covenant. Amidst the trials and difficulties of life, he will cause to prosper all our help from the Lord and our desire or deepest longings.


 By God’s grace we must see ourselves as the beneficiaries of God’s favor here and in the age to come. This is not about a groundless optimism for which there is no solid foundation, but about a bright realism based upon the promise of our Maker and the Ruler of all things. 


We will escape the enduring curse of this world that falls on all who will not submit to him. 

6 
But worthless men are all like thorns that are thrown away, 

for they cannot be taken with the hand; 


7 
but the man who touches them 

arms himself with iron and the shaft of a spear, 

and they are utterly consumed with fire.” 

The curse of the garden, thistles and thorns produced by the ground, falls upon the unrepentant who are like those worthless thorns whose destiny is judgement and fire. Instead, we dwell throughout life and through the age to come as the objects of his covenant care. 

CONCLUSION


In Second Kings 7, the Syrian army had besieged the Israelite capital city of Samaria, hoping to starve them out. Things became so desperate in the city that the people had resorted to cannibalism, killing and consuming their own children. And all of that changed in a single night.


According to God’s promised intervention, the invading Syrian forces heard in the dark the sound of a vast army marching against them. They awoke and fled leaving everything behind. 


In the morning, four Israelite men suffering from leprosy, living outside the gate were also starving. They reasoned that they could either die there or go over to the enemy, and perhaps they would have pity on them. When they entered the camp, though, they found all of their tents, their provisions of food and wealth, and their horses and livestock. They gleefully feasted and carried away treasures, hiding them for themselves.


But then they remembered those, their neighbors starving in the city, and were stricken with guilt for not reporting the glad tidings. And they said to one another, “This day is a day of good news.”  And that about says it all. We are the good news people. We must awaken each day in the hope of the gospel, in the stunning reality of a risen Christ in whom all of God’s promises are “yeah and amen.”   

Even though we are mere creatures, dust and air, and fallen creatures at that, God has called us to the central work of bringing everything in our life, under our say-so into the Lordship of Jesus Christ into the sunshine and rain of his blessing and care. And when we come to Christ, we enjoy his everlasting covenant of peace, escaping the fiery judgment we deserve, and enjoying his favor, his steadfast help, and the abiding satisfaction of our deepest desires. We pass from death to life, from the dreadful expectation of judgment to peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. And so we can say of every day, and of all our days: “This day is a day of good news.” J 
____________________________________________________________________________________________


