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THE GREAT UNMASKING
(Romans 8:33-34)

SUBJECT: Living confidently.
F.C.F: How can I live with great confidence?
PROPOSITION: Because of the Lord’s promise, we can live confidently.
INTRODUCTION


A. In his helpful book titled, When People are Big and God is Small, author and biblical counselor Ed Welch explains reasons why we fear other people. One reason is that we are afraid that people will see us for who we really are and will expose our shame. That’s why we hide ourselves so carefully behind masks. Welch quotes the Danish Christian philosopher Soren Kierkegaard’s warning of a coming unmasking or “midnight hour.”

“Do you not know that there comes a midnight hour when everyone has thrown off his mask? Do you believe that life will always let itself be mocked? Do you think you can slip away a little before midnight to avoid this? Or are you not terrified by it? I have seen men in real life who so long deceived others that at last their true nature could not reveal itself; I have seen men who played hide and seek so long that at last in madness they disgustingly obtruded upon others their secret thoughts which hitherto they had proudly concealed.” 


Ed Welch agrees: “Everyday is Halloween. Putting on our masks is a regular part of our morning ritual, just like brushing our teeth and eating breakfast. The masquerade, however, is anything but festive. Underneath the masks are people who are terrified that there will be an unveiling. And, indeed, the masks and other coverings will one day be removed.” Welch goes on to suggest that we really do not fear that people will see us much as the knowledge that God does see us. “If the gaze of man awakens fear in us, how much more so the gaze of God. If we feel exposed by people, we will feel devastated before God.” (32-33) 

B. The Apostle Paul had brought us to this place long before Welch or Kierkegaard were born. Here as the end of the wonderful eighth chapter of Romans, he asks seven questions in order to draw practical applications from the great truths he’s been unfolding before us. The first three are these: 1) What shall we say to these things? (nothing!) 2) If God be for us, who can be against us? (no one!) 3) If God did not spare his own Son, will he refuse us anything that is truly for our good? (no!) 


But the next two questions relate to our vulnerability, our guilt and shame and fear of the impending judgment. Is God also “for us” when it comes to the dark secrets we so carefully hide, the shameful truths of our thoughts and deeds that make us drop our heads and collapse in hopelessness? 

Paul’s questions are right to the point! “33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” Who is able to level any accusation against us and make it stick? And who is able to declare us guilty and to consign us to death and torment? 


If there is anyone who accuses us, it would be the all-seeing gaze of God who is able to discern even the secret motives of our hearts. If there is anyone who has the right to judge us and to condemn us for our sin and guilt, it is the sinless Son of God who will ultimately judge all things.


C. And the great good news is that this same God has already judged our sin in Christ, and has already declared us righteous in him! Jesus is the answer, here. The Christ has taken our sin and shame upon himself. And so, we are untouchable. Almighty God has no case against us anymore, and so all other cases are nullified. And we must explore the wonder of how this came to be. First…
I. WE MUST TRUST IN CHRIST’S SUBSTITUTION.

A. Who shall bring any charge? Who is to condemn? God has already declared us righteous. That’s the meaning of the word “justified.” And when you think of all the dark secrets you hide, the disgraceful truths that make head droop in shame, you must instead remember your justification. 


What does it mean to be “justified?” Some have suggested that to be “justified” means that I am now “just-as-if-I’d never sinned.” That’s clever, but it’s only half right. God’s justification of the guilty sinner does involve the full forgiveness of all sins, past, present, and even future for the sake of Christ. But thankfully it’s much more than a simple reset back to zero. For if that were true, then our record before God would be zero, and zero is not enough. Rather to be justified means that I am both “just-as-if-I’d never sinned” AND “just-as-if-I’d lived a perfect life.” Through faith in Christ, all of my sins are laid on him, and he bore them away to the cross where he endured the condemnation I deserved for them. But also, through faith in Christ, his perfect life of absolute righteousness and love is now credited to me, and God counts me as righteous for the sake of Christ. That’s the twice-glorious hope of justification. 


B. Who gets the final say so about us? Is it our neighbor? Our employer? Our spouse who knows us so well? Do even we get to cast the final judgment on our life? No, only our Maker is able rightly to judge us, and what he says goes. Nobody else has that authority. And if God says that his elect are righteous for the sake of Christ, then we are Teflon, we are untouchable, we are righteous in Christ.


You say, “Yes, but what about all those bad things I’ve done, or said, or thought in the past? I really did do them and say them and think them. And I’m ashamed of them. What if someone ever found out? How could I ever live it down?”


C. Have you forgotten what you confessed when you became a member of this church? I’m thinking especially of the first two questions that every member agreed to when they united with this congregation. 


“1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?” Do you realize what that affirms? “I am a broken, ruined sinner, justly deserving God’s wrath and worthy of hell.” Beloved, when someone exposes you and accuses you of some shameful thing you have done, well, you’ve already admitted that! “Tell me something I don’t know. Actually, you don’t realize the half of it!” The truth is that nobody knows all the garbage that I have done, or said, or thought in my life. Nobody could ever expose it all, not even me, because I’ve forgotten so much of it. But God knows it all, and he counts me as righteous for the sake of Christ. The second question…

“2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for your salvation as he is offered in the gospel?” The truth is I don’t have to be perfect, and I’m not. I don’t even have to be good enough: I’m not that, either.” Jesus was perfect. His righteousness is acceptable to God, and his righteousness counts for me. So, if the Judge, Jesus, paid for my crimes, “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

So, we must trust in Christ’s substitution. And 
II. WE MUST TRUST IN CHRIST’S RESURRECTION.


A. As wonderful as the death of Christ for guilty sinners like me is, there is something even more wonderful. “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised….” When I was growing up, I recall hearing the gospel clearly preached in our church, especially the gospel of Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross. Jesus died for my sins. Since Jesus died and paid for my sins, I can go to heaven when I die. 

B. What I didn’t hear as clearly was the good news of Christ’s resurrection. And Paul seems to think that Christ’s resurrection is even greater, for he says, “more than that,” more than his atoning death, and that is for several reasons.


1. First, Christ’s resurrection is the focus because the gospel is good news, not bad news. My sins led to Jesus’s death on the cross. Now that can either make me feel worse or better. It can be just another reason why I should feel guilty and defeated: “Look at how Christ had to suffer for my sins. Shame on me!” Or it can cause me to rejoice in the remarkable love of Christ for me. And the fact that he is no longer dead, but gloriously risen enables me to rise up and soar in that love.


2. Second, because God raised Jesus from the dead, we can be sure that he accepted Christ’s sacrifice for us. His death on the cross really did achieve our forgiveness and reconciliation with God, and that’s huge. Let me give you a silly illustration. 


Suppose you offended your Uncle Henry and then he died in a car accident before you got the chance to apologize and make it right. And then his wife, Aunt Marge, lay on her deathbed, and you went to her and said, “Please tell Uncle Henry that I’m sorry.” And she promised she would. And then she died. But how would you know? How could you be sure the message was delivered and received? We can know that our redemption was accomplished because Christ was raised from the dead. All is well, all is forgiven, all is reconciled, and all will be restored. 


3. And thirdly, the risen Christ can presently help us. He is no mere martyr or memory. He is the living Lord! He is “with us always, even to the close of the age!” “Never will I leave you, even to the close of the age!” We can rejoice in the fruits of his redemption even now as he assures us and defends us as his own. And because he is alive… 
III. WE MUST TRUST IN CHRIST’S INTERCESSION.


A. The risen Christ is seated at the right hand of God, and he is interceding for us. He is our advocate with the Father. “34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”

The image of Jesus seated at the right hand of God the Father may be mostly lost on us. But to anyone in the ancient world it would have spoken volumes. One of the greatest occasions in the ancient world was that of the banquet thrown for some guest of honor. When you walked into the banquet hall, front and center would be a raised platform like we often see at a wedding reception. Seated at the table would be the important guests. At the very center you would see the host of the banquet, the founder of the feast. And you would then instinctively look directly to his righthand side and you would know what this event was all about. For seated at his right hand would be the guest of honor. The right hand of the host was the highest place of all. 


B. So here’s the picture. God the Father is seated not simply on a platform but on the highest throne of all. And who is the One whom the Father loves best of all, whom the Father desires to honor above all others? It is the One who is seated at his right hand. It is his Son, Jesus, sinless, righteous, crucified, raised, and ascended on high in victory and glory. And what is Jesus doing there at the right hand of God the Father, in the most honored position possible? He is interceding for us! We enter the banquet hall. The Guest of Honor sees us, leans over to the host, the Father, and pleads with him to extend his favor and blessing upon us. Do you think his prayers will be heard? Do you think the Father will respond to the pleas of his victorious Son in whom he is well pleased?

C. In the time after the Judah’s exile to Babylon, many Jews returned to rebuild Jerusalem, the covenant city of God. And it was slow going. It was hindered by their own discouragement, by the stubborn truth that it was their sins that put them in this sorry situation in the first place. 

And the Lord gave a vision to the prophet Zechariah. He saw the high priest, Joshua, standing dressed in filthy garments. And Satan was right there accusing him. The High Priest should have been the holiest one of all, and instead he was just a sinner like the rest. And Satan, the accuser, was doing his part accusing him, bringing charges, condemning. 


And the Lord rebuked…Satan! Why? Because the Lord took away his dirty garments and clothed him with pure vestments, emblem of his new, holy status. The Lord had forgiven the sins of his people. 

And the Lord God has forgiven our sins in Christ and clothed us with the righteousness of the incarnate Son of God. Who is there left to accuse, who can condemn, if God declares us righteous in Christ?
CONCLUSION


You say, “But still, I have done things, and said things, and thought things that are shameful. I would hate to have them exposed. I wouldn’t want anybody to find out. I could never live it down.”

Perhaps the problem is that you are still wearing that mask. Now I don’t mean that all of us should publish abroad our worst sins or most shameful thoughts and desires. But if we are afraid of exposure, if we think that we could never “live it down,” then perhaps we’ve been “living it up” too much. We’ve been pretending that we’re better than we are. We were not really honest when we confessed before the whole church that we are a sinner “in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy.” We’ve been pretending, and we have started to believe our own press releases. 


Some time ago I heard a preacher say that he hated the phrase: “There, but for the grace of God, goes I….” He thought that it was judgmental, looking down on others. But, in truth, it is a great confession of humility. Whatever we are, if there is any good in us at all, it is not from ourselves. It is the gift of the grace of God. So, we have nothing to prove about ourselves. We’ve already confessed our sin and moral bankruptcy. 

Admitting our own sin and guilt (“you don’t know the half of it!”) and resting in God’s forgiveness and continual acceptance for the sake of his crucified, risen, and exalted Son, we are untouchable. We live with a clear conscience, with joyful hope and gratitude in the One who died for us, was raised for us, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, always interceding for us.  (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


