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A. Throughout the centuries, there has been an enduring interest in the legend of King Arthur and the knights of the round table, set in England somewhere between A.D. 450-550. Many have noted similarities between this mythical king and the historical King David. One writer draws some of the comparisons. Both were unknown, inauspicious boys who rose to a kingly throne. Both presided during a golden age. Both united their kingdoms. Both faced rebellion at the hands of their sons. Both became ideals that later kings looked back to. Both were undone by sexual sins (though not on Arthur’s part, but by his queen, Guinevere. And both became the basis of a future hope. The Arthurian legend declared that Arthur would return during Britain’s greatest need. David became a type of the coming Messiah, fulfilled in the coming of the Son of God. 


B. We are fast approaching the end of David’s reign in our study of the historical books of I and II Samuel. Chapters 11-20 have been rather disappointing. What are we to make of this almost last chapter in the life of this great man? 

One scholar, Joyce Baldwyn offers a summary of this section: “…the narrator has invited the reader to pay particular attention to the social and psychological aftermath of adultery, as well as to the obvious fulfillment of God’s judgment as pronounced by the prophet Nathan….What we are meant to find is guidance to live by, a clue to the deceptions that distort our understanding of what is beneficial and what ought to be done. In other words, these chapters like many more, are meant to be ‘a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.’ (Ps. 119:105)” (282)


C. In our Lord Jesus’ words, we are invited to count the cost, not only of following him, but of the alternative, of instead following the sinful self into the rejection of God’s authority and the rightful claim his law places on us as his creatures. And what is the cost of ignoring the Lord and his way and following the path prompted by our sinful desires? First… 
I. NOTE THE COST OF FURTHER REBELLION.


A. Chapter 20 begins with the fruit of the conflict that erupted at the end of chapter 19. There the tribes of Israel were in dispute with David’s own tribe, Judah. As you recall, the first to install David as King was the tribe of Judah. Eventually, the rest came around, and David became the king of the unified kingdom of Israel. And lately, when most of Israel rejected David and sided with his celebrity son, Absolom, the division bloomed again. After Absolom failed, many of the tribes of Israel raced to embrace David first. But the people of Judah were the ones who accompanied him back to Jerusalem. David did nothing to stoke the dispute, but a certain man of the tribe of Benjamin, Saul’s tribe, named Sheba tried to reignite it by calling for a new rebellion. 

“Now there happened to be there a worthless man, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite. And he blew the trumpet and said, “We have no portion in David, and we have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; every man to his tents, O Israel!” 2 So all the men of Israel withdrew from David and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah followed their king steadfastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem.” So, there’s that dividing line. The fracture had begun to show. It would reach maturity in the days immediately following Solomon’s reign, a breach that would never be fixed. And we have to see that it was David’s dalliance with sin that planted this seed which bore this fruit. 


B. David’s rebellion against God bred further rebellion. And this provides a strong incentive to follow Christ closely, looking neither to the right nor to the left to the smiling enticements of sin that seem to promise a supercharged life when all it can provide is disillusionment and death. Sin is parasitic, latching on as a leech and draining true life from you. 


And you already know from your own experience that rebellion breeds rebellion. You neglect prayer for a short season, and that quickly becomes your new pattern of life. You indulge in prideful thoughts or secret lust or greedy dreams of ease or bitter covetousness or in plotting revenge, and it is not long before those thoughts consume you. Your love for Christ grows cold, your acts of devotion formal and routine, and your attendance at worship or Bible study less regular and less joyful. 

You may not have a kingdom to govern, but you have a life and a heart to nurture and protect. You have a realm of personal authority to bring before Christ the king continually, and a witness and reputation to uphold before the watching world. 

Beware: rebellion breeds rebellion! Also…

II. NOTE THE COST OF FAMILY DISTRESS.


A. Honestly, this business of King David multiplying wives and adding several concubines as, let’s just say it, sex slaves, may have been a mark of manliness or of worldly glory and privilege. But it violates the clear creation order of “one man and one woman in the lifelong bond of covenant marriage.” We have protested in the past against David’s seemingly aping the unbelieving nations, and have registered our puzzlement as to why the Lord would permit this. I still have no good answer for this. 


And here we see more of the toxic fruit of this arrangement. “
3 And David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took the ten concubines whom he had left to care for the house and put them in a house under guard and provided for them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up until the day of their death, living as if in widowhood.”  David had left these concubines behind to keep house in the palace, I guess. Absolom wickedly violated these women publicly to show the people his resolve, burning his bridge to reconciliation with his father. 


B. And now look at the wages of sin upon these poor women. R.C. Sproul often urged us to read the Bible “existentially,” not by the canons of existential philosophy, of course, but by putting ourselves into the story. What would it be like? How would it feel? And when I do that, I cannot help feeling deep shame for David and great pity for these poor women. They were forced into sex slavery to David, so no real husband, no family of their own, and that also meant no wife for a husband for some other men of Israel, don’t forget. 

And now, after they had been violated, these slave women, who had been deprived of their own family, were now sentenced to enforced widowhood for the rest of their lives. Oh, the wages of sin! And we most often we think of the wages paid to ME for MY sin. But, Beloved, what about the wages that our sin pays out to our family, our spouse, our children, our parents, and siblings?! For good or for ill, “No man is an island.” What we say and do and even what we think and desire impacts those closest to us.  

C. In reference to events from the Old Testament, the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:6: “Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.” So, let this be a strong incentive to turn to Christ, to lay of his grace to strengthen you for godly living.  
III. NOTE THE COST OF EVIL ASSOCIATIONS. 


A. And then we come to this slippery scoundrel, Joab. Joab, as you recall, was David’s nephew, son of his sister, Zeruiah. Amasa was Joab’s cousin, the son of David’s sister Abigail. Amasa had led Absolom’s forces against David, but David later forgave him. Joab had been David’s commander until he murdered David’s rebellious son, Absolom, against the king’s expressed orders. So, as a result, David deposed Joab and installed Amasa in his place. 


“4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call the men of Judah together to me within three days, and be here yourself.” 5 So Amasa went to summon Judah, but he delayed beyond the set time that had been appointed him. 6 And David said to Abishai [Joab’s brother], “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more harm than Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he get himself to fortified cities and escape from us.”

B. For some reason, Amasa did not fulfill his charge on time. This would allow the rebel, Sheba, to get away. So, David called Abishai to get things rolling. Notice, he deliberately left Joab out. But Joab went anyway. “7 And there went out after him Joab’s men and the Cherethites [David’s loyal bodyguard from Crete] and the Pelethites [David’s loyal soldiers from the Philistines], and all the mighty men. They went out from Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 8 When they were at the great stone that is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. Now Joab was wearing a soldier’s garment, and over it was a belt with a sword in its sheath fastened on his thigh, and as he went forward it fell out. 9 And Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my brother?” And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him. 10 But Amasa did not observe the sword that was in Joab’s hand. So Joab struck him with it in the stomach and spilled his entrails to the ground without striking a second blow, and he died.” Not a fair fight: an assassination, a willful murder. 

And Joab apparently wanted everyone to know that Amasa was no longer in charge, so he left his disemboweled body on the road. “Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri. 11 And one of Joab’s young men took his stand by Amasa and said, “Whoever favors Joab, and whoever is for David, let him follow Joab.” 12 And Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in the highway. And anyone who came by, seeing him, stopped. And when the man saw that all the people stopped, he carried Amasa out of the highway into the field and threw a garment over him. 13 When he was taken out of the highway, all the people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri.”

The rest of the story tells how Sheba’s following never really materialized, that only a small group of his clan followed him, got trapped in an old city in the north, and how a wise woman saved her city from destruction by convincing her people to execute the rebel Sheba and toss his head over the wall. 

C. So, Joab is now a “triple-A” murderer: Abner, Absolom, and Amasa. And all against King David’s expressed command, or at least without his knowledge. Two of them, Abner and Amasa were Joab’s rivals whom he personally assassinated. With friends like these, who needs enemies? 

So, why didn’t David simply arrest Joab and lock him away for good? Three main reasons, I suppose. Joab was successful! He got the job done. His soldiers knew this, and though they may have disapproved of his personal actions, they knew that he had led them to victory. 

A second reason is more personal. David had used Joab’s services to see to it that Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, would be killed in battle. So, David was already complicit, virtually hiring Joab as his assassin. 

And Joab had showed himself to be just too dangerous. He had murdered two rivals and was even bold enough to kill the king’s son, Absolom. He had even killed two of his cousins! David was his uncle. I think David was afraid of him. It’s a reminder to us to pick our friends wisely, and not become close associates with the unscrupulous. 

In the first chapter of the Proverbs, the father counsels his son: “If evil people invite you to join them in robbery and murder, don’t do it.” Really?! It almost seems as though that didn’t need to be said: “Don’t go out robbing and killing innocent people.” The father will go on in the first nine chapters of Proverbs to give much more counsel on many other subjects. But he starts here. And it may be because the father, David, had been associated with this cruel, bloodthirsty nephew and thug, Joab. 

IV. NOTE THE COST OF EXTRA ENTANGLEMENTS.   


A. The last few verses in this section appear to be an unimportant summary statement regarding the high officials in David’s cabinet. But there are a couple of notable zingers that remind us that sin will lead to other entanglements that will be difficult to break free from. 

One zinger is this: “24 and Adoram was in charge of the forced labor….” Forced labor? Where did this come, the department of forced labor? I’m sorry, but God’s people in Israel were to be free. Each man, each family was to have their own vine and olive tree. This was their inheritance from the Lord. But this is an ominous development that would lead to great resentment in the time of David’s son, Solomon, and the fracturing of the kingdom in the reign of Rehoboam, Solomon’s son. 


And notice who is the first cabinet member named, David’s Secretary of Defense (or Secretary of War). “23 Now Joab was in command of all the army of Israel….” Joab? How did that happen? I thought David had deposed him for murdering his son, Absolom. Why did David restore him to this high position? 


The answer seems plain enough. Joab was just too strong, too popular, perhaps, but certainly unwilling to take no for an answer. And, perhaps, his brother, Abishai backed him up. What we see is David’s greatly weakened position in his own nation. He is the king, true. But he doesn’t seem to be much in charge. Sin will lead to compromises and entanglements from which it may be very hard to free yourself. The past couple of weeks we noted that the Christian life can be “complicated.” Here, surely, is one of those complications. A true leader is virtually eclipsed by a scoundrel. 
CONCLUSION


There’s a story that illustrates this from more recent church history. In the mid-1800s Charles Grandison Finney became a popular and powerful preacher of a false gospel. It was a time when God was reviving his church through other true gospel preachers. Finney cleverly discovered that one could get people to make “decisions” through theatrics and gimmicks. 

The faithful and quite successful, true revival preacher and evangelist, Asahel Nettleton, opposed these “new measures” as unsound and unbiblical. But the people loved Finney’s superficial showmanship and entertaining antics, and Finney won the day. Though he never joined him, Nettleton eventually gave up opposing Finney. Why he did so is a mystery.

Perhaps, like Joab, Finney was just too powerful and persuasive. But the result was much harm as people were lead away from a true, biblical faith in Christ to follow the sideshow, entertaining antics of the heretic, Finney. 

It’s certainly unpopular in our ultra-tolerant, anything goes world, but we must stand firm in the biblical faith. Even if the false teachers are popular and seem to prevail, God is not mocked. He will, in time, uphold his truth. 


The wages of sin may sometimes be surprising. Rebellion only breeds more rebellion. Our dear family members often wind up paying the cost. Evil associates will often bring us down, and involve us in entanglements that are hard to escape. 


It was the old philosopher, Socrates, who reportedly said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” We need to update that sentiment to make it more biblical: “The unrepentant life is no life at all.” James, the brother of our Lord issues this invitation: “7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” J
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