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“BRING HIM TO ME”
(Mark 9:14-29)

SUBJECT: Jesus our Savior. 
F.C.F.: What can we do in times of hardship and trial? 
PROPOSITION: Since Jesus alone can help us, we must bring all our trials to him.
INTRODUCTION

A. Ever wonder why the new year begins on January 1? Why that date? For this we can thank two men: Julius Caesar and Pope Gregory the thirteenth. The ancient Romans worshiped a god named Janus for whom was named the month of “January.” He was a two-faced god looking backwards and forwards. So, Julius Caesar thought that the first day of his month would be a good time to start each new year.

When the Christian church attained prominence, this scheme was rejected. January first was a day of drunken revelry (as the night before often is today!). So, they sought another day. Some suggested March 25, the traditional day of the angel Gabriel’s annunciation to Mary. Others chose Christmas Day. And still others, Easter Sunday, whatever day that happened to fall on each year. Eventually Pope Gregory the thirteenth, head of the catholic church 1572-1585, got tired of all the confusion and just went back to January 1. 


B. God, of course, does not mark time as we do. There is nothing biblical about changing years on January 1. God always dwells in all time. His omnipresence extends to time as well as to space, so he is always in the past, present, and future. Someone has likened this to our reading a novel. The pages of the book are bound together in order, so the characters are locked in sequential time. But we, the reader, can flip to any page we want. If we get impatient, for example, we can turn to the back of the book, even though the characters themselves must stay put. 


C. All that said, it is wise for us to consider our times, to “number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” We can look to the past with both gratitude and regrets, and we can approach the future with both hope and resolve. And our text from Mark 9 contains, perhaps, the wisest word for the coming year. To those who cared for a demon possessed boy and in reference to his disciples’ inability to help him, Jesus simply said, “Bring him to me.” This is very good counsel for the beginning of a new year. Whatever your hardship, your perplexity, your besetting sin, or sorrow, or struggling loved one, bring it, bring him to Jesus. First, to do so… 

I. WE MUST IGNORE THE SCOFFERS.


A. Jesus’ enemies were up to their old tricks again. Jesus and the three disciples who witnessed the glory of his transfiguration descend the mountain only to find turmoil. “14 And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them.” The “arguing” by the scribes was most probably their accusations, their rubbing it in. They were gleefully mocking his disciples for their inability. “15 And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 16 And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17 And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.”

So, the scribes imagine that they have found a weak spot, a refutation of Jesus’ authority since his disciples were not able to produce the power to cast out a demon, as Jesus himself had already done many times, in many places, before numerous witnesses. Now, I’m not sure what they imagined this proved, but these scoffers were the sworn enemies of Jesus and sought any opportunity to try to discredit him. And they thought they had found a way. 

B. What we should note, though, is that for all their blustering, those scribes themselves had no help to offer. They didn’t and couldn’t deliver this boy. 

They were a part of the “faithless generation” Jesus spoke of in verse 19. Think of it: they were happy that the boy had not been delivered! They reveled in his continued bondage and misery. These scoffers only managed to expose their own wicked cruelty. 


C. Mockers like those scribes are proliferating today. And they seem to have gained an advantage. They now simply declare that there is no God, and the willing masses agree, with no real evidence, even against the evidence. Or they accuse Christians of being hateful hypocrites, when most sincere believers (very imperfectly) love their neighbor and humbly acknowledge their own faults. And the same weaknesses that are evident in those scoffing scribes also apply to the hateful critics today. They have no answers. The “way” they seek to impose on others will create a frightful system of oppression.

And they have no real compassion, either. By working to secure the “rights” of the wicked to be wicked, they are only working for their own ability to engage in evil, as well. There is no hope there. There’s no real life, kindness, mercy, compassion, strength of character, or working for the moral well-being of others. It’s all a lie, a sham, a smoke screen to mask the vile evil of the sin-enslaved self. 


Initially, Chuck Colson called his position as a believer contra mundum, “against the world.” He wished to stand against evil. Now, his friend, First Things editor Richard John Neuhaus, suggested Colson tweak this self-description. The Christian, he said, is contra mundum pro mundo, “against the world for the world.” We do not oppose unbelievers in order to destroy, embarrass, or banish them, but to expose the bankruptcy of their way in the hope of winning them and others to the glory of the gospel.

So, we must ignore the scoffers. And then…
II. WE MUST REST ALL CONFIDENCE IN JESUS.


A. We must bring all of our troubles to Jesus. Unlike the shameful scribes, he not only cares, but he has the power and authority to help us. “19 And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” Can we make this part of our resolution for the coming year, to bring our sorrows and pains, our needs and the needs of others to him? 

Notice what happened when they led the afflicted boy to Jesus. “20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.”  So, the father was among that “faithless generation.” It wasn’t just the scribes who didn’t believe. This faithless man was only acting out of desperation. He himself was not really convinced of Jesus’ authority.  


“24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” So, it was a wise move to bring this boy to Jesus as he commanded. And it is always a wise move to bring all of our troubles to him as well. 

B. Now the prosperity teachers of our day have a field day by twisting what Jesus declared in verse 23: “All things are possible for one who believes.” “Jesus wants you prosperous and always in the peak of health,” they declare, “and your faith is the key. Just believe. Envision yourself as healthy and wealthy and believe. And if you believe strongly enough, poof! it will all come your way.” 


Do you see their subtle error? They separate “belief” from the One we are to believe in. It is not about faith in Jesus, but about faith in your faith. “Faith” becomes the psychic power to change your circumstances into something more desirable. This shameful corruption of biblical faith ignores Jesus as the living person who is always working for God’s glory and for our good. It ignores what God plainly declares in his Word: that he uses trials and suffering to glorify himself and to drive us to a deeper, richer, more delightful dependence upon him. 

C. Beloved, our confidence is not in our faith in our faith (which is really faith in the self). Our confidence is in Jesus. Jesus is compassionate, and we like that. Jesus is powerful, and we like that, as well. But Jesus is also wise, and that’s a little more complicated. He always knows what’s best, but we don’t always know what he’s doing or why precisely he is doing it. His dealings with us at times may seem positively painful. Or he may seem unable to help us. It may seem that he does not know what he’s doing because he’s not doing what we want him to. 


And what we must always keep before us as we read these stories of healings and deliverance is that this boy eventually died. In time, he could no longer rise up from the ground. And, as before, he could neither hear nor speak. No, the fullness of his deliverance yet awaited him and still awaits him in the coming resurrection, and the same is true for us. 

We forget that the greater miracle is the work God does within. Which would you rather have: that the Lord repairs your diseased and malfunctioning body now, only to see it fail and collapse once again? Or would you rather enjoy the regeneration of your dead soul that is hostile to God, and his fitting you for eternal life in heaven and in the coming resurrection? You say, “Both!” But, honestly, given the choice, there is no comparison! So…
III. WE MUST PRAY AND TRUST JESUS.


A. What if we resolved to make this coming year a time when we both prolong and deepen the time we spend in fellowship with Jesus in prayer? “28 And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

We are not told explicitly why those disciples could not cast the demon out of that suffering child. We do know that they had done so before. Back in Mark 6:7 Jesus had “called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.” And “12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.”

Jesus was not in their immediate presence that time, either, but they did cast out those demons as he promised. So why not now? What happened here? Jesus spoke of the need for prayer. And if I might speculate a bit: the disciples were riding high at this point. It is possible, given their desire for glory and power, that they somehow imagined that they themselves, were able to perform this mighty work, much as the prosperity teachers falsely proclaim today. They had faith in their faith.

B. Remember in Numbers 20 when the people of Israel in the wilderness complained because there was no water? On a previous occasion, when the people had complained that there was no water, the Lord told Moses to strike a rock with his staff, and ample water gushed out. So, Moses and Aaron took this second complaint to the Lord, and he instructed Moses to tell the rock to give water. But here’s what Moses did, instead. “10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?" 11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock.”

“Shall WE bring water for you out of the rock?” Who is the WE?” Moses apparently thought he was something when he was nothing. Moses had faith in his faith, in his own power. And why did he strike the rock TWICE? Probably because it didn’t work the first time! That must have sent a chill down his spine. And for his arrogance, Moses himself, you remember, was barred from entering the land and died on the border. 

C. And I think something like this had taken place among those proud disciples. “Oh, we have cast out demons many times before. We can handle it. We can do this on our own, by ourselves.” And they found that they couldn’t. They forgot that it was the power of God that worked this deliverance. Hence, they needed to humble themselves and pray and ask God for his help, trusting him. 

That’s really the heart of prayer. It is honoring the Lord God by recognizing that all good things flow from above, that we, apart from Jesus, can do nothing. We are only branches in vital union with Christ, the vine. And it is only by his life and power flowing to us and through us that we can bear the fruit that will last unto eternity. 
CONCLUSION


So, in this time when we artificially and rather arbitrarily mark the passing of another year, we would be wise to bring everything to Jesus. The context of this story from Mark 9 is a desperate, heartbroken father with a hurting son, who had long been severely disabled and tormented by an evil spirit. And the father was powerless to help him. And perhaps you also face a struggle that is hurtful and hopeless, and you know yourself to be powerless in the face of this trial. 


Whatever it may be, you bring it to Jesus. Remember, he is powerful to help, compassionate to care, and wise to do what’s truly needful for God’s glory and for our good. And part of coming to him and bringing our struggle to him is trusting him to do what’s best, and his helping us to see God’s best for what it is. 

None of his disciples could understand how Jesus going to the cross was best, for God’s glory and our good. As the night of his arrest bled into the day he died, it was only hopeless horror that filled all their vision. And then on the third day, their joyful wonder overturned, overthrew and overruled every disappointment and fear. So, we can bring all our trials to him, the living Christ who dwells in our past, present, and future, and greets us and bears us up through each new day. J
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