2512-07P 


                       


THE SUBVERSIVE SEDUCTION OF SELF-SEEKING
(2 Samuel 15:1-12)
SUBJECT: 
F.C.F.: 
PROPOSITION: 
INTRODUCTION

A. We see it every day: people who have devoted their entire life to themselves. Their first love is the self, their constant thought is for self, their resources are all devoted to self, and their only true affection is for self. Their approach to every circumstance is “What’s in it for me”? Their stance toward every person they meet is, “What can you do for me?” Their constant concern in every change or pending development is “How will this affect me?” And we often meet this kind of person when we look into the mirror. This used to be considered a mental illness. Now, it’s considered normal.

As we saw this morning, the people God originally created immediately morphed into the hideous creature, the self. It happened instantly, the very moment they believed the first false teacher, Satan, and struck off to try to become “like God,” usurping the power and prerogatives of God himself. From the glorious creatures made in God’s own image, and so already resembling God to some extent, our first parents fell into a corruption, a horror, an insatiable, empty black hole frantically, desperately demanding that all things serve our needs and fill our aching, hollow hearts. In just a few generations after Adam, in the days of Noah, things had utterly fallen apart. In Genesis 6, we read “5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.”

B. But even God’s erasing most of humanity through the flood did not destroy this spiritual sickness. And we would expect to find many glaring examples of this pathology in the honest, telling pages of God’s Word. We are not disappointed. Absolom is a prime example. 

C. In the lead up to Absolom’s rebellion, his insurrection against the reign of his own father, there are two puzzles that beg for our attention. One is Absolom’s motive. The other is David’s idleness in the face of the looming conspiracy. The applications will come for us when we examine the seductive ways of self-seeking and recognize the same tendency in our own hearts. 

I. SELF-SEEKING IS SELF-SEDUCTIVE.


A. We have met Absolom before. He was the people’s choice, golden boy, People Magazine’s first ever selection for “sexiest man alive.” Whether it merely went to his head or actually started there is debatable. But it’s clear that he began to believe his own press releases. Absolom had so many advantages: good looks, a royal pedigree, wealth and influence. He could have used all these blessings from God for the Lord’s work in building up his father’s kingdom. But his corrupt and sinful self had ensnared his heart. He was seduced by his many advantages and by the prevailing power of his pride. “After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him.” 


The “after this,” of course, was after Joab had tricked David into first bringing the banished killer, Absolom, back from his exile and then, after a couple of years, giving him some sort of kiss of restoration. Absolom then assumed a royal, almost kingly air. Actually, chariots were quite impractical in the hilly region of Jerusalem, so this was much more for show than for utility. Fifty men was the usual number of a military regiment. These were his body guards, again, practically unnecessary, just for affect. 

B. And those two puzzles beg for answers. It is possible that Absolom first thought that his father’s rule was fading and that he was the right one to fill the void. It’s hard to know from his initial actions what was really in his heart. At this point, he may have been considering the well-being of the people. They needed a strong leader, he may have thought, a younger man like himself with vigor and with the majority backing of the people. He may have looked around at his half- brothers, potential replacements for his father, and reasoned that he was the best candidate to wisely rule and bless God’s people. We could extend him the benefit of the doubt. But his true motives soon became evident. 

C. And David: what’s up with him? His son, the murderer who killed his firstborn, was making a spectacle of himself, strutting about in a kingly fashion. How did David not anticipate the threat? 

This is speculation on my part, but I think it can be borne out in the pages that follow. David had been shut down to some extent by the shame of his prior actions, or his inaction in one case. God’s lingering judgment was still ringing in his ears as the Lord delivered it through the prophet Nathan. “10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.’ ” (2 Samuel 12:10-12) All throughout this sad episode with Absolom, David seems distracted and lethargic. 


D. And here again is a solemn warning to us when we are drifting from the Lord, perhaps thinking of taking that twisted turn into secret sin. Sure, there is wonderful forgiveness for the repentant. But the wages of sin always include death. That may mean the death of relationships, the death of forfeited plans for the future, the death of being demoralized and despondent as I think David was at this point. What’s more, Absolom may have been moved to kill his brother, Amnon, because David had not properly disciplined him for defiling Absolom’s sister, Tamar. So, that may have been weighing on his mind. A lack of discipline in the family, church, or society can have disruptive consequences as well. 
II. SELF-SEEKING PRACTICES SUBVERSION. 


A. Whatever his motives may have been originally, Absolom was clearly plotting to undermine his father’s authority and to usurp his throne. There can only be one “first” in a person’s life, and the self will always work to remove every rival for that place of prominence. You have to give Absolom an A+ for cleverness. “2 And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” 3 Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you.” 


Well, that was partly true, I think. There was no appointed representative to adjudicate cases of dispute. No, in important matters, the king himself served as judge. Scholar Joyce Baldwyn explains: “[T]hese people have come to put their case before the king, and it is clear from the way the woman from Tekoa was received that the king dealt personally with those who asked for his ruling. There may, for all we know, have been a delay, but a deputy for the king had not been in question.” 

And then, after creating what was a non-problem, Absolom inserts the hook. “4 Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” Here he was planting this seditious thought in their minds, “David is out of touch and uncaring. But this Absolom is a man we can trust. He’s for us!” His further conduct would embarrass the most hardened politician of any day. “5 And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him.” “Oh, my dear friend. I’m for you even if nobody else is. I will stand by you no matter what. You are in the right, and I will see that you get what’s coming to you.” “6 Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.” 


B. Again, where was David while all of this is happening? It was done at the busy, city gate, the “town hall” of our day. Many surely must have noticed these bald, subversive tactics. Joyce Baldwin sees his sinister motive. “Absolom’s ‘play-acting’ was an expression of his deep resentment against his father, and should have been taken by David with all seriousness, for he stole the hearts of the men of Israel.” Why didn’t the people report this to the king? Balwyn chalks it up to “self-interest.” They had believed Absolom’s empty, self-centered promises. 

There’s no indication that David’s reign was really declining or that he was being insensitive or inattentive to his people’s needs. Absolom instead is playing on the impatience of the disgruntled. He was counting on, and even inciting his own self-seeking in others. 


C. I don’t see any way out of this other than commitment to Christ. When people become Christ-seeking instead of self-seeking, they can then gladly join with other Christ-seekers in unity and mutual love. This applies especially to marriage, of course. But in every Christian gathering, a church or an outreach ministry, it is essential that all members be committed to Christ, actively overcoming the innate self-focus we were all born with. There may still be disagreements over details, and, in truth, self-seeking will never be fully vanquished in this life. But with self-seeking ruling everyone’s heart, the result can only be competition, chaos, and collapse. 

III. SELF-SEEKING SEDUCES OTHERS.


A. Others were drawn into Absolom’s treachery, some willingly, others unwittingly. “7 And at the end of four years Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed to the Lord, in Hebron. 8 For your servant vowed a vow while I lived at Geshur in Aram, saying, ‘If the Lord will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will offer worship to the Lord.’ ” 9 The king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron.” Again, what was David thinking? Absolom wants to fulfill a vow to the Lord FOUR YEARS AFTER THE FACT? But David permits him. And this gives royal sanction to this trip. Those who accompanied him would think everything was kosher because David had sanctioned it. 

“10 But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom is king at Hebron!’ ” 11 With Absalom went two hundred men from Jerusalem who were invited guests, and they went in their innocence and knew nothing.” The “trumpet” was the Hebrew ram’s horn or “shofar.” Apparently, it was used as a kind of early warning system in Israel. One village would sound the alarm, and those around would hear it and also sound the alarm. Eventually, the warning would blanket the whole land. But Absolom had his spies in every place who were to interpret this alarm by raising the shout: “Absolom is king at Hebron!” Others would take up the cry, and soon every hamlet, outpost, and parish would think it was true. 

B. But the two hundred invited guests, many of them loyal friends and supporters of David would be the most confused. After all, David had sanctioned Absolom’s journey to Hebron. Perhaps, this was his intent all along? Ahithophel, David’s friend and trusted advisor was already in on the conspiracy, so he could falsely testify to Absolom’s claim. 

He is another strange character. He did not live in Jerusalem, but in the nearby town of Giloh. What’s curious, though, is that he was Bathsheba’s grandfather. That would make Solomon is great-grandson. Why would he side with Absolom, the son of a different wife, over David? In doing so, he was putting both Bathsheba and young Solomon, his own kin, in mortal danger. Perhaps, he had so resented David’s disruption of Bathsheba’s first marriage to Uriah that he never got over his hatred. 


At any rate, David’s friends in Hebron found themselves increasingly surrounded by supporters of Absolom. “12 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, and the people with Absalom kept increasing.” Just as Absolom had seduced those coming to David for legal adjudication, so he had now involved many of David’s friends and supporters in this coup. 


C. And that’s what the insatiable, sinful self will always try to do. People are mere tools, disposable commodities to be manipulated, used up, and discarded. Beloved, if you do not engage with all your powers to put off the sinful self and put on Christ, it will adversely influence those around you. If the negative impact does not affect them directly, you may, by your example, incite them to follow your own self-seeking ways. This will not only draw your family, your spouse and children and grandchildren into the web of your unfaithfulness. It will surely harm your friends and neighbors and your brothers and sisters in the family of God. 

CONCLUSION


It’s not enjoyable to open that dark door and stare into the ugliness of a man who was devoted to sin, to self, to wickedness. It is not pleasant to be confronted with the foul stench of evil overtaking a human heart. But this is where God has led us in this gripping text. It is, I think, a solemn warning, and an opportunity to discover and root out vile tendencies and unlawful desires in our own hearts, to trace their path to their horrific end, and to turn about and flee from them. As we have been working our way through these Old Covenant stories, I have often reminded you of the Apostle Paul’s words from Romans 15:4: “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

The “instruction” and “hope” we discover here is, in part, the opportunity to see the dreadful working of sin and self, and to turn to Christ for rescue, for a new heart and mind, and for him to assume that rightful, first place on the throne of our lives, even as the sinful self is put away and put down. Here is that word of hope from 1 Peter 2:24: “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.” (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


