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A. The Lord pronounced this judgment upon David for his serious sins of adultery and murder. “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” (2 Samuel 12:10) There was more to it than this, but it's this part of the prophecy that we find initially fulfilled in our text this evening. Amnon copied his father’s sexual sin, and now Absolom repeated his father’s violent sin, murdering his brother at the hand of assassins. 


The old saying, modified for accuracy, is “Time heals all _____ (non-fatal) wounds.” Some wounds get better, others fester and unto death. Some conflicts and problems work themselves out, others do not. Abssolom bided his time, waiting two years to exact his revenge against Amnon. Some scholars question whether Absolom also had his eye on the throne. Amnon was the firstborn, entitled to it, after all. Absolom was next in line of succession, so Amnon’s death moved him to the number one position. 

B. But it reminds us that sins, especially deliberate and serious sins that produce lasting harm, need biblical resolution through repentance and forgiveness. I want to remind you that Israel was the Old Testament “church,” the people of God. And while there are some areas of discontinuity between the Old and New Covenant churches, there are many aspects of continuity. The need for church discipline is one of the latter. So, we can look to many Old Testament situations and draw parallels to the church bought by the blood of Christ. In our survey of First and Second Samuel, I have often thought of Paul’s comment from Romans 15:4: “For whatever was 

written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

C. We can ponder this text, sad and dreadful as it is, and we can glean important, urgent reminders concerning church discipline. As we work through the story, I want to organize our thoughts under four heads:

I. DISCIPLINE RESTORES HONOR TO THE OFFENDED.

II. DISCIPLINE RECLAIMS THE OFFENDER.

III. DISCIPLINE PREVENTS FURTHER OFFENSES.

IV. DISCIPLINE UPHOLDS THE HONOR OF THE KING. 

I. DISCIPLINE RESTORES HONOR TO THE OFFENDED.


A. Let’s not forget about Tamar as we work through this. She was left, defiled and disgraced, and banished to her father, Absolom’s home. I’m not really sure of her status. In Israel, a rapist was forced to marry his virgin victim, unless her father refused it. Deuteronomy 22:28-29 provides that if a single man violates a single woman, he must then marry her and may never divorce her, an important protection for a women who was less likely to be married because she was violated. Amnon refused her, and actually could not marry her lawfully anyhow because she was his half-sister. 

B. We have to fault David the king for his lack of discipline concerning the dreadful offense of his son, Amnon. Had he taken strong steps against him, perhaps deposing him (as the British crown has recently done against the disgraced Prince Andrew), perhaps Absolom would have been appeased. And even more importantly, Tamar would have been vindicated. But his inaction, his lack of “church discipline” left her in limbo. And she disappears from the scene, apparently spending her days a violated and unloved woman. Scholar Joyce Baldwyn states that “When Amnon’s servant bolted the door after her, Tamar knew deep down that the door to marriage was bolted against her for good.” (249)

C. One of the important outcomes of church discipline, then, would be restoring the honor of the offended. Sin against another believer wounds and offends. Sin puts a roadblock between God’s people, inhibiting their continued, harmonious walk together. Christ calls his church to the loving process of church discipline to restore, if possible, the equilibrium. 

Jesus gave us a process that is pretty clear and straightforward, and yet is often neglected or even ignored. In Matthew 18, Jesus warned against the deadly effects of sin and described the Father’s heart, leaving the 99 safe sheep to search for the lost one. And he calls his church to this work of restoration: “15 If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” This is not the time for a full-blown exposition on this text or on the subject of church discipline, but we should note here the duty of every believer to confront those who have sinned against them. The hurt and pain of an offense are real. Some minor “stepping on toes” may be overlooked and excused, of course. Proverbs 19:11 states: “Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.” Serious offenses that are likely to be repeated, though, must be resolved. Secondly…
II. DISCIPLINE RECLAIMS THE OFFENDER.

A. At least it attempts to reclaim the offender. Discipline is so very vital. Of course, we want the offender to come under the conviction of the Holy Spirit. But the Spirit ordinarily uses the Word as his instrument, and the Word is most often found in the hand and on the lips of God’s people. Jesus said, “Go and tell him his fault” because he is not fully aware of or is excusing or denying his fault. 

In the case with Amnon, it is clear that he has not repented of his terrible sin. If he had been repentant, he would have sought Tamar’s forgiveness at all costs. And his sincere, heartfelt repentance probably would have satisfied Absolom. Verse 21 tells us that David was very angry with Amnon, but apparently that’s all the further it went. Jonadab, another scoundrel who should have been disciplined for his conspiracy to commit rape or at least sexual sin, was somehow fully aware that Absolom was murderously angry with Amnon. 


So, Amnon was not confronted or disciplined but “got away with it,” and his injustice was left crying for some kind of restoration or retribution. Time heals all (non-fatal) wounds. But this wound never healed and brought death. 

B. It is not easy to confront the sinner. Church discipline is one of the weaknesses of many otherwise orthodox and faithful churches. Several years ago, I heard an excellent lecture on church discipline by a well-known pastor in the PCA. His unscientific estimation was that only about 30% of PCA churches practiced discipline, which I found alarming. Church discipline is one of the three marks of a true church, the exercise of the “kingly” office of Christ along with his offices of prophet and priest. 


C. Such confrontation and discipline must begin in the home. An undisciplined child will also run all the red lights in the society and in the church. He will not know any better. Pastor Kenneth Chafin suggests that David refused to discipline Amnon because of a mistaken understanding of “love.” “It is entirely possible that David failed to understand that love that did not discipline would be interpreted by his son not as love but as indifference.” Or perhaps, Pastor Chafin adds, that David neglected this duty because “it is hard for a parent to punish a child from what the child sees the parent do….The child assumes that it’s all right to do what the parents do. When the model for the act has been the parent, its hard to criticize the child. David was in a bind and did nothing.” And it was a costly omission on his part, involving the loss of two sons. My driver’s ed teacher told us, “Do what I say, not what I do.”  


Proverbs 13:24 states: “Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.” The same could be said for the church and her members. James concludes his letter: “19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”  We should also see that:
III. DISCIPLINE PREVENTS FURTHER OFFENSES.

A. We’ve hinted at this truth, but now we need to face it directly. David’s leniency to Amnon led to his death. His lack of strict discipline allowed Absolom to contemplate vengeful murder. After all, if David did not punish Amnon for raping the king’s own daughter, then why should Absolom fear any consequences of killing the king’s son, the rapist? And we will see in the future that the lack of discipline against Absolom left the door open for an assault against David himself. Let’s examine the story more closely. 

“23 After two full years Absalom had sheepshearers at Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the king’s sons.” This is a general summary of what transpired. Now the author tells us the details of how it came about. “24 And Absalom came to the king and said, “Behold, your servant has sheepshearers. Please let the king and his servants go with your servant.” 25 But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go, lest we be burdensome to you.” He pressed him, but he would not go but gave him his blessing.” Absolom was not here contemplating killing the king. This was part of the setup. If the king and his servants would not be joining the festivities, how about the crown prince?  “26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.” David was perhaps a bit suspicious, but he let it slide. “And the king said to him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 But Absalom pressed him until he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.” Perhaps inviting all the princes was a ruse, suggesting to Amnon that he would find safety in numbers. 


But the plot was already underway: “28 Then Absalom commanded his servants, “Mark when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him. Do not fear; have I not commanded you? Be courageous and be valiant.” 29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and each mounted his mule and fled.” 


Apparently one left immediately, before the others, at the first sign of trouble. And he assumed the worst and brought an erroneous report. “
30 While they were on the way, news came to David, “Absalom has struck down all the king’s sons, and not one of them is left.” 31 Then the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the earth. And all his servants who were standing by tore their garments. 32 But Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, said, “Let not my lord suppose that they have killed all the young men, the king’s sons, for Amnon alone is dead. For by the command of Absalom this has been determined from the day he violated his sister Tamar. 33 Now therefore let not my lord the king so take it to heart as to suppose that all the king’s sons are dead, for Amnon alone is dead.”

We really should expose the trouble caused by this bad actor, nephew of David, Jonadab, but we lack the time. He seems to be aware of Absolom’s seething hatred, yet did not report it to the king. So, in this story he was revealed in his virtual conspiracy to commit sexual abuse and murder. 

B. And all of this most likely could have been prevented by church discipline. Absolom would have been satisfied by David’s judgment on Amnon, and even if not, he would have feared similar judgment on himself. 

David was deeply grieved by what he had permitted by his inaction. He probably was stung by the memory of the prophet’s words, “The sword will never depart from your house,” but it was too late. “34 But Absalom fled. And the young man who kept the watch lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, many people were coming from the road behind him by the side of the mountain. 35 And Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the king’s sons have come; as your servant said, so it has come about.” 36 And as soon as he had finished speaking, behold, the king’s sons came and lifted up their voice and wept. And the king also and all his servants wept very bitterly.” That only Amnon had been murdered was small comfort.  

IV. DISCIPLINE UPHOLDS THE HONOR OF THE KING. 


A. Most importantly, when it comes to church discipline, it is not primarily about vindication of the offended or restoration of any offender, but about the honor of the king. The conclusion of this part of the story in interesting: “37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son day after day. 38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three years. 39 And the spirit of the king longed to go out to Absalom, because he was comforted about Amnon, since he was dead.” 

Who was this Talmai? He was Absolom’s grandpa on his mother’s side. He was also, Tamar’s grandpa, of course. And he was David’s father-in-law. Absolom assumed he could find refuge here, and he was correct. And he undoubtedly told the whole story, especially of Amnon’s assault on Talmai’s granddaughter. And surely Talmai and his court’s opinion of his son-in-law, King David, was diminished. Otherwise, he would have sent his grandson, Absolom back to David for adjudication. 

B. This is a roundabout way of pointing out that when sin is allowed to go on unchecked and growing in Christ’s church, it reflects upon the honor of the King himself. Throughout the New Testament epistles we find a running emphasis on the godly behavior of believers, especially to live honorably in the eyes of outsiders. Peter, for example, calls for God’s people even to patiently endure unjust suffering (3:13-17): “13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.”

C. It’s the honor of the King of the kingdom that matters most, for he is the King, and the behavior of his subjects reflects directly upon him. Our PCA Book of Church Order notes that the proper use of church discipline maintains: a. the glory of God, b. the purity of His church, and c. the keeping and reclaiming of disobedient sinners. 


Each of these is important, but I think there is an implied priority in their ordering, the glory of God first, then the purity of His church, and finally reclaiming the sinner. Proverbs 25:4-5 makes in important observation: “4 Take away the dross from the silver, and the smith has material for a vessel; 5 take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 

and his throne will be established in righteousness.” Without church discipline, a church will be both compromised and ineffective. Outsiders will be turned off, and believers will be led astray.  

CONCLUSION


We should take to heart the prophet’s words to David: “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house….” Never? Well, in the unfolding story, David’s “house” or royal line did struggle with constant turmoil, sinful defection, and conflict. Our Lord Jesus was the last of David’s royal line, the king who sits on the throne of David forever. 


What’s interesting is that Mary, also of the royal line of David, was given the prophecy by Simeon in the temple that “a sword will pierce through your own soul as well.” (Luke 2:35) We might suggest that since a spear (okay, it wasn’t technically a sword) pierced through Jesus on the cross, this judgment is complete. And all curses have been taken upon the Son of God himself. But we should also beware, that the sword of sin, offense, and conflict still arises in the house of David, the church today. And so, Christ’s church will ever be in need of proper church discipline. 😊
____________________________________________________________________________________________


