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A. One day Jesus was walking with his disciples, and they encountered the pitiful sight of a man who had been born blind, a man who had never once seen the light of day. In that society, such a disability would have been a dreadful curse. Most work was done by hand. There was no Braille, no audio devices for reading books or the newspaper. Such a person would have been reduced to poverty, probably to begging. And, as with all tragedies, the question “Why?” rises with urgency, even indignation. And that question, according to John 9, was on the lips of Jesus’ disciples. They thought they had most of the answer, but part of it was missing. “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

Notice they referred to Jesus as “rabbi,” “teacher.” In their perplexity they looked to Jesus for an authoritative response. The part of the answer they thought they knew was that some sin must have been at the root of this terrible disability. They just didn’t know the culprit, the perpetrator. But Jesus corrected their false assumption: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.”

B. My question is this: where did the disciples get this idea that tragedy was due to personal sin? In part, it may have been from this story from 2 Samuel 12. David sinned grievously, and his child died as a result. And it wasn’t some negligence on David’s part that “naturally” led to his death. It was God’s doing. The Lord afflicted the child. God had pronounced his judgment, and he kept his word.

C. And this all can be quite troubling when affliction arises in our own lives or in the lives of those we love. Can we also assume that our willful sins will have dramatic consequences on ourselves or on our loved ones? Can we, with any degree of accuracy, connect the dots between some particular sin and some specific hardship or affliction? That is a perilous practice. For one thing, Jesus assured us that some afflictions, even a man born blind, are NOT due to some personal failing of the man or his parents. For another thing, we would need God’s clear confirmation of this, some prophetic word such as Nathan delivered to David upon God’s direction. 

And such prophetic communication has ceased. We have no warrant to carry around false guilt for troubles we may imagine we have caused. Sure, if we clearly injured someone through abuse or neglect, the relationship is evident. But if there is no direct correlation, then this speculation is nothing more than an unhelpful rabbit trail. 

When it comes to sin and its consequences, there are some things that we can say with confidence. For example… 

I. WE MUST CALCULATE THE PRICE OF SIN.


A. There is no doubt that sin is costly. The original sin cost the lives of every human on the planet, and is still costing lives every day. Again, this is not directly, but death entered into the world through sin. Death is not natural. It is not “the fitting conclusion of a life well-lived.” The plaque in the nursing home read “Sunsets can be as beautiful as sunrises.” 

But Paul most famously noted that “the wages of sin is death.” Again this is in general. Sin brings death of every kind. It brought physical death into the world, but before that it caused spiritual death toward God and relational death to the first couple, as Adam blamed Eve. And sin even brought death to the rest of creation as sin brought a curse upon the ground. 


We need to rewind our text and note carefully what the Lord says personally to David in verses 13-14: “David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the LORD.’ And Nathan said to David, ‘The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 
Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.’” If “the wages of sin is death,” then on what basis can the Lord declare that he PUT AWAY David’s sin, that David would NOT die for two capital crimes against his holy law? We cannot simply say, “Well, David was a special case. David was the king. He had certain privileges.” No, God plays no favorites. 

B. Actually, there would still be a death. Ralph Davis notes: “Yahweh forgives the guilt of sin but inflicts the consequence of sin. He cleanses sin’s defilement but may continue its discipline. For David, Yahweh’s forgiveness was both marvelous and costly—the child would die. It is as if the child will die in David’s place. There was no doubt that David was the one under the threat of death. David himself had judged Nathan’s rich man a ‘son of death’ (v. 5). Yet Nathan had assured David that he would not die (v. 13). But a death would occur….It is as if the child is David’s substitute.” 


Again, we must exercise great caution when it comes to the tragedies in our lives or of those around us. Guilt is a common feature of grief. And while all of us are guilty of many sins, we must not assume guilt where it is not warranted. We must not assume that our particular sin has caused some specific impact. Rather, we must see all of sin primarily as an offense against our holy God. David does so in his penitential psalm 51. After stealing Uriah’s wife and having him killed, David could pray: “Against you and you alone have I sinned.” Our sins and offenses against others are real sins and real offenses calling for apology and making amends, if possible. But they are first and foremost an insult to God, by which, as Nathan puts it, we have “utterly scorned the Lord.” 

C. If the man who assassinated Charlie Kirk this week is caught and convicted, the cost of his crime will not be his punishment. No, the cost has already been paid by Mr. Kirk and by his family, the injury and insult to them. The price of sin, the true cost of sin, is not our chastisement, nor our death, nor even enduring the endless wrath of God in hell. The real cost is to the honor and majesty of our Maker. 

We must calculate the price of sin, and…
II. WE MUST CONSIDER THE PLACE OF REPENTANCE.


A. To his friends and servants, David’s behavior seems odd and inverted. “And the Lord afflicted the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and he became sick. 16 David therefore sought God on behalf of the child. And David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise him from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them.” For some reason the elders of his house, probably his older relatives, tried to dissuade David from his mournful fasting and prayer. Perhaps they thought it undignified. More likely, they saw fasting as an expression of grief after the fact. David’s fasting at this point was premature, perhaps even showing signs of instability in David. 

At any rate, they were alarmed by his behavior: “18 On the seventh day the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us. How then can we say to him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.”

But then David does something else that was unexpected: “19 But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” They said, “He is dead.” 20 Then David arose from the earth and washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes. And he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he asked, they set food before him, and he ate.”

And this was too much for them, so they had to ask: “21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive; but when the child died, you arose and ate food.” 22 He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, ‘Who knows whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

B. David’s behavior was not unbalanced. It was repentance. I think we may miss this. What we must understand is that while our sin may not (or may!) cause sickness in ourselves or others, our sin does bring harm to ourselves and to others. Cruel speech, condemning hatred, harsh rejection, slanderous gossip, greed, sexual immorality: these sins do harm to us and to others. They bring strife, discontent, discouragement, and brokenness that often linger. Repentance from sin involves the whole person: mind, affections, and will. It’s true: the Greek term for repentance, “metanoia” does literally mean a “change of mind.” But just as faith is not mere intellectual assent to a set of facts, so repentance is not just a modification in our thinking: “I was mistaken, and now I have adjusted my thinking and am more accurate.” 

Here is the Westminster Shorter Catechism’s definition of “repentance unto life.” And notice how it involves the whole person: mind, affections, and will. “Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ (there’s the mind), doth, with grief and hatred of his sin (there’s the affections), turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience (and there’s the will).” 

David admitted in verse 13: “I have sinned against the LORD.” But then he demonstrates his repentance through fasting for seven days, refusing both food and sleep in his anguish over his sin and on behalf of his ailing son. And we may be missing something ourselves when it comes to the wonderful grace of repentance. Ralph Davis again: “We pop in our penitence token and out comes the assurance of pardon. In public worship we mumble through our prayers of confession, admitting we ‘have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done’, even calling ourselves ‘miserable offenders.’ But it’s all in the script, in the church bulletin. It is another thing to seize our mind, to convulse our emotion.” And, we might add, to stir the will “with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.” 

C. I was discussing this matter of sin and lingering guilt and shame with someone this week. And it became evident that these will continue to plague the sinner’s life until there is true repentance including acknowledging the terrible guilt of sin, with the attending grief and hatred of that sin, and “with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.” And perhaps your struggle with shame and guilt for past sin needs the healing balm of repentance. For nothing else will avail you. We must calculate the price of sin, we must consider the place of repentance, and … 
III. WE MUST COUNT ON THE PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL. 


A. Finish this verse: “The wages of sin is death, but…the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” How can God give us the free gift of eternal life when we have sinned and deserve the wages of sin which are death? God is always true to his Word. When he makes a promise, he must keep it. When God decrees, he keeps his own decree. And his decree is that “the wages of sin is death.” So how could any sinner ever hope to enjoy eternal life? Well, let’s finish our text: “24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And the Lord loved him 25 and sent a message by Nathan the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord.” 


We do not know how exactly David comforted his wife, Bathsheba. By the way, up till now, she was only the unnamed (well, named only once before they sinned) “wife of Uriah.” It was a constant reminder of their treachery and adultery. But now that sin is forgiven, and she is David’s wife. And she is named. Probably David comforted her by telling about his repentance and about God’s restoring grace. Perhaps he even spoke or sang to her his penetrating psalms of repentance, Psalm 32 or Psalm 51. 

At any rate, in the grip of God’s grace, they conceived a son, Solomon. God brings some great good out of sinful failure through the birth of a son. More good than we may realize at first.


B. I take you back to the third chapter of the Bible, to a scene of utter loss and dismay. God’s image bearers have rebelled against him plunging themselves and all of their progeny (us) into misery and death. And yet God brings some good out of sinful failure through the promised birth of a Son. And then we must remember that Solomon was in the royal line that led to Jesus himself. 


Here’s Matthew’s take on this, and notice carefully that he does not sugar coat the truth. In his genealogy of Jesus, Matthew writes this: “And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah.” (1:6) She’s not “Bathsheba,” but “the wife of Uriah.” See the pattern? God brings some good out of sinful failure through the birth of a son, leading all the way to Jesus. And we can see in this whole sorry episode both the fruit of the fall and a hint of hope in the coming of Christ. Jesus was the Father’s true “Jedidiah,” which means “beloved of the Lord.” What did the proud Father God declare at the baptism of his Son? “This is my beloved Son, my Jedidiah, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Notice that definition of repentance once again: “Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.” Repentance is not only about a true sense of his sin, about grief and hatred of it, and about turning from it. It is also about “the apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ” and turning “unto God.” Repentance goes way beyond mere regret or remorse to reliance upon the mercy of God in Christ, unto restoration in him. Because we turn to God, we then turn from sin. 
CONCLUSION


For those who struggle with God’s forgiveness, part of the problem is surely due to pride. We (rightly) reason that we do not deserve God’s forgiveness. So therefore we will not accept God’s forgiveness. This stems from pride.

Several years ago I saw a television panel discussion of the different beliefs of various religions. There was a Christian, a Jew, a Muslim and a so-called expert in all religions. The host absolutely hated Christians and the Christian faith and was quite sarcastic. He berated the exclusivism of the Christian faith and quoted Jesus’ words in John 14:6: “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me.” The Christian explained that this was because only Jesus as the Son of God could pay for our sins on the cross by offering his blood as a sacrifice. This statement was booed by the crowd, and the other panelists went ballistic.  


But it was the Muslim who said it most clearly. “That’s why I could never be a Christian,” he said. “It would mean that I would be a freeloader, a parasite.  I would be a freeloader, counting on someone else to pay for my sins.  I would be a parasite, profiting off the death of another.”  


And I was absolutely astounded.  He got it!  He didn’t accept it, but he understood the heart of the Christian faith, better than many professing Christians do. In fact, he had just described the absolute distinction between faith in Christ and all human religion. The Bible teaches that we are completely helpless and can do nothing at all to save ourselves. So we are freeloaders in the sense that we can only accept God’s free gift of redemption in Christ. And we are parasites in the sense that we can only find eternal life upon the death of another, of God’s Son on the cross. All human religion is opposed to this. All human religion says I must do something to pay for my own sins. I must work harder, I must perform rituals, I must give and make sacrifices, and then I will earn my way to heaven. And the Christian faith simply says, “No, Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe, sin had left a crimson stain, he washed it white as snow.”

It is humbling to come to Christ and admit that you cannot save yourself. But this is the heart of the Bible’s message. All we can do is accept his gift of redemption, of his trading his life for us. And we then enjoy the wonderful privilege of adoption into God’s family as his dearly loved children. (


____________________________________________________________________________________________


