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SENT OUT TWO BY TWO (2)
(Mark 6:7-13)
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A. The idea of telling “good news” may seem odd and unnecessary, even as the reporting of good news is rare and almost seems pointless. What dominates all of the news cycles as well as the local gossip instead tends to be the sad, sinful, salacious, and scandalous. Often a news broadcast is dominated by tragedies and reports of crime and corruption, only to be concluded with a fifteen second story about puppies being rescued from a drainpipe. It’s almost as though people do not want to hear good news. And that is especially true if the good news might challenge or interfere with their frantic and stubborn devotion to Lord Self. 

And that helps to explain the rejection of Jesus and his good news by the majority of his day. John tells us that “he came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” He came, actually in response to their fervent prayers! But when he did so, most of his people decided to pass and to go back to their misery and shame. Sometimes in our prayer of confession we admit to God that “we have not trusted good news to be good.” It’s like the overly-tired toddler who refuses the restful relief of a nap. 

B. And, perhaps, this holds us back from serving Christ or sharing the good news with others. We do not grasp for ourselves how very good is the good news. Oh, we race to proclaim the news of a new job, an engagement, or a baby on the way. And those are good things. But the gospel is great news, the best of all! Reconciliation with God, remission of sin, restoration to our former nobility as the crown of God’s creation, and the rejection and repudiation of the dehumanizing ways of sin and self! Nothing like this is available anywhere else in the world!

C. Last time we began to explore the qualities of those who would share this good news: authority, urgency, dependency, and humility. Christ has authorized this work, and we represent him. Everyone we meet has a day appointed before the judgment seat of Almighty God, and only the gospel will enable them to survive it. But given the fact that nobody could or would believe the gospel without God’s renewing their heart, we know that we depend entirely on him. And we who share Christ are nobody special, only fellow sinners saved by grace. 

And for this reason…

V. WE MUST GO WITH INSISTENCY. 


A. We read of the dramatic response to those who reject the gospel in verse 11: “And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” That’s sounds pretty “in your face!” But then, the seriousness of the situation calls for a strong response. 

B. Have you ever been reluctant to speak out when a friend or relative was making a terrible, ruinous choice? You knew that their intended trajectory would end in disaster, but for some reason you remained silent and just let it happen? Let’s be honest: most probably the reason you did not raise a caution was for self-preservation. You didn’t want to offend because you wanted to be liked. You wanted to be known as a “nice” person.


One of the most provocative advertisements I ever saw was a public service announcement. It featured a young woman in a dreamy state slowly dancing and humming softly. Another woman sat nearby arguing with herself: “Should I tell her? Should I say something? But what if she rejects me? What if she would no longer be my friend?” As the camera angle shifted, it became evident that the dreamy woman was dancing on a railroad track, and then, while her friend still debated with herself, the train whistle blew. The woman was a drug addict, and her so-called “friend” refused to confront her, just let her go, too nice to say anything.

C. As we saw last week, the world is hard-wired in its opposition to the good news. The good news may seem like the wet blanket, the fun hater, the rain on my parade. But sometimes we will meet someone whom the Lord has prepared, someone crushed by the weight of the conviction of sin, someone sick of a life of self-seeking, someone sensing the coming judgment, desperate for deliverance. And our stubborn insistence will reap a harvest. This is serious stuff, the most sobering of all. And we must be insistent. 


D. I know this is as an aside, but we should also work to take it well when someone becomes insistent with us. When a brother or sister in Christ approaches with a concern, our most common response is to take offense: “Who do you think you are?” “You should talk!” But remember our Lord’s command, when we see a brother or sister in sin: to go to them privately and ask them about it. This is neither arrogance nor annoyance nor aggression. It’s affection, love, the kind of love that cares enough to confront, that will not just let a dear sister or brother slip away, but will seek and keep on seeking until there is repentance and reconciliation. That should be counted as love in anyone’s book. And it should be received as the same. We must go with insistency.
VI. WE MUST GO WITH GRAVITY.


A. We must be entirely honest at what the good news involves: repentance. This is serious business. “12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent.” This was Jesus’ message, and John’s before him. “Repentance” is that change of heart, mind, affections, and direction that turns from sin and self and turns to the living God who saves through faith in Christ. And this is the gigantic mistake that many evangelicals have made and are still making today. They noticed that most people are deeply interested in self, seeking self-help and self-improvement. So the church billed itself as just another self-enhancement program. “Come join us and we will help you lose weight and get in shape, make your marriage sizzle, ensure all of your children are well-liked, well-off, and well-adjusted, and we will teach you to create a spectacular house and lawn that will be the envy of all your neighbors.” 

B. The problem with this kind of appeal, of course, is that it leaves the sinful self fully intact and in control of the life. But the message of the gospel calls us to repentance, and that repentance is not from inefficiency or negative thinking, but to self-denial, the very repudiation of the self, the mortification of the flesh, the old sin nature. And again, nothing else in all the world can help with this. Only the life-transforming power of the gospel in the hands of the all-powerful Holy Spirit can change us at the deepest level of the heart, changing our desires. Once our loves were all enslaved to self. But the glory of the gospel and the beauty of Christ himself, draw us to him. At the same time they expose the shabby ugliness of the self and its pathetic aims and claims. 

It has been likened to a man who only had a taste for garbage. He would pass by the thanksgiving feast and delight in dirty potato peelings, coffee grounds, and rancid chicken. The gospel sets us back into our right minds. It leads us into spiritual health and nourishment in Christ himself. If that is of little interest to you, then you should know that you are deep in the grip of sin and self and desperately need to lay hold of the gospel which alone can free you from your enslavement to self. And…
VII. WE MUST GO WITH AUDACITY.


A. They proclaimed that people should repent. They did not just suggest, propose, advise, or advocate for it. They proclaimed that people should repent. And we might forget that though the call to repent and believe the gospel is sometimes called an “invitation,” but it’s actually a command. It is a sin not to repent. It is a sin not to believe the gospel. God, our Maker and the Sovereign of the universe requires this. Somewhere in the last several decades many Christians did a flip flop in this regard. Previously, believers were quite sure and confident about the gospel but hesitant and unsure about themselves. The gospel was true, of course, beyond all doubt, and one would be a fool not to believe it. But at the same time, the Christian recognized that they were weak and nothing to boast about.

B. But now, the gospel message tends to be downplayed, almost as though we are embarrassed, ashamed of it. At the same time the Christian himself or herself is in the spotlight. “Sharing the gospel message” has been supplanted by “sharing one’s testimony,” and our personal success is thought to be the compelling factor that will attract people. 

That I used to be a miserable derelict and now I am CEO of a Fortune 500 company is not the gospel. Many, many such CEOs care nothing for Christ, are fully enslaved to self, and could likewise boast about rising up out of humble circumstances. Think of the Apostle Peter’s “testimony”: “I used to be a successful business owner, but now I am virtually homeless and penniless, often on the run from the authorities, and will eventually be executed as an enemy of the state.” A success story?

C. The Apostle Paul declared, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:31) And he said in Galatians 6:14: “But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” Beloved, we need to reacquire that audacity, that boldness in the Lord, that we might not just recommend or propose, but actually “proclaim that people should repent.” And... 

VIII. WE MUST TRUST IN EFFICACY. 


A. The miraculous, supernatural power of God attended their gospel work. “13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.” You realize, of course, that every conversion to Christ, your own included, is a miracle. It requires nothing less than the supernatural operation of the Holy Spirit, a spiritual resurrection and regeneration of the heart that was born dead in trespasses and sins. We need to be clear on this. Paul makes this so very evident in Ephesians 2: 

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus….”


You see it there: “dead in…trespasses and sins…. But God…even when we were dead…made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” This is the hope and confidence of every witness, everyone who leads in family devotions, every Sunday School teacher and Bible study leader, and certainly every gospel preacher. Words, even good gospel words cannot make a dent on a heart of stone. Yet, with the working of the Holy Spirit, the same words raise the dead and fit the foul sinner for the golden streets and the joyful courts of heaven itself, ushering us into the true holy of holies, the throne of grace, before the face of the holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. 

B. This became an issue in the Reformed Churches of the early 1600s. And it was answered decisively by the Synod of Dordrecht and the resulting Canons of Dort. They speak of the necessity of the new birth, the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit:  


“[T]his is the regeneration so highly celebrated in Scripture and denominated a new creation: a resurrection from the dead, a making alive, which God works in us without our aid. But this is in no wise effected merely by the external preaching of the gospel, by moral suasion, or such a mode of operation, that after God has performed His part, it still remains in the power of man to be regenerated or not, to be converted or to continue unconverted; but it is evidently a supernatural work, most powerful, and at the same time most delightful, astonishing, mysterious, and ineffable; not inferior in efficacy to creation or the resurrection from the dead, as the Scripture inspired by the author of this work declares; so that all in whose heart God works in this marvelous manner are certainly, infallibly, and effectually regenerated, and do actually believe. Whereupon the will thus renewed is not only actuated and influenced by God, but in consequence of this influence, becomes itself active. Wherefore also, man is himself rightly said to believe and repent, by virtue of that grace received.” (3-4.12)

C. Why this is so important and so encouraging is because we are truly God’s co-laborers. There is a clear division of labor. We report, God regenerates. For those whom he has chosen, it cannot not happen. Jesus told his disciples in John 15:16: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide….”
CONCLUSION

That’s the confidence of every witness, everyone who shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, the only true hope in this life and for the life to come. It is in this confidence that we can go with authority, urgency, dependency, humility, insistency, gravity, and audacity. It is because we can be absolutely sure of the efficacy of the Holy Spirit applying the power of the gospel to those God has chosen from before the foundation of the world. 

After enduring many trials and adversities, the Apostle Paul’s mission took him to the wicked city of Corinth, a city legendary for is celebration of sexual immorality. Perhaps Paul was daunted by the task. For whatever reason, the Lord came to him in a vision one night and said, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people." God had already chosen and appointed many there for salvation. They could not not be saved. And this gave Paul the confidence to work there “a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”

So what is your field of gospel service to Christ? Is it your children, your grandchildren, your class or Bible study, your neighbor or co-worker?  Here is your hope: to press on in the sure confidence that the gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s power for salvation for everyone who believes. (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


