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INTRODUCTION

A. “Turning Point” was an ABC television documentary program that ran for the last five years of the 1990s. It dealt with sensational subjects of current interest. Unlike the title, though, it often did not focus on a “turning point,” a single moment that altered the course of someone’s life or of a significant event. But our text from 2 Samuel does exactly that. Here we find a most depressing turning point in the otherwise upbeat, even meteoric career of “the man after God’s own heart.” Some Bible texts we might rather avoid. One of the advantages of the lectio continua method of preaching systematically through whole books of the Bible is that it forces us to deal with unpleasant, unwelcome, revealing, and discouraging subjects that we might otherwise ignore and pass over, which, nonetheless, are part of the whole counsel of God. This is one of them.

B. Up to this point, David has been the golden boy, enjoying stunning success, doing almost everything right. We find him to be a type of Christ, a foreshadowing of the coming Messiah. More recently he has extended chesed: covenantal, loyal, Christ-like love and faithfulness to others. First, to Mephibosheth, the crippled son of his friend, Jonathan, but also the grandson of his enemy Saul, the last remaining possible challenger to David’s throne. David honors and blesses him nonetheless. And last time we explored David’s chesed to Hanun, son of his deceased ally, Nahash the Ammonite. But the young upstart threw it back in David’s face. And then we see David, also Christ-like, unleashing judgment on this wicked enemy of God and his people, as Jesus will do in the end. 

C. So what is the main message of this disappointing episode? We might point to the grim warning against sexual temptation and sexual sin, sorely needed today in our sex-saturated society. But the main focus of the Bible is not on morality but upon Christ, the Son of God whom the Father sent to rescue his people from the consequences of their sin. So the main message of this disheartening episode is rather simple: David is not the Christ! As good and godly and exemplary as was the superior life of this remarkable man, this type of Christ the king, he is not the one. David is not Jesus. 
I. JESUS IS THE PROMISED ONE. 


A. If we would leave David for the time being, we would discover the surpassing uniqueness of “great David’s greater Son.” We first hear of him in an even darker moment in biblical history, the truly most devastating “turning point” in human history. God made the first man as the final act of creation, his masterpiece, the most favored of all of his creatures. God stamped his own image on the man and his wife, granting them the great powers of mind, affections, and will. He gave them the most glorious commission: to be fruitful and multiply and spread the glory of God’s image to the ends of the unspoiled earth. And he honored the first humans with royal status as his co-regents over all creation. 

And then, at the prompting of a traitorous, fallen angel, the man and his wife threw it in God’s face, imagining that they could actually usurp God’s place and attain autonomy, the creature supplanting their Creator. The result was total devastation: destruction and death. Worst of all was the degeneration of the human heart into the hideous figure of the sinful self, defiant and deluded in its opposition to God. The creation itself became tainted. We might say that as the governor, man, rebelled against the King, God, so the governed, the rest of creation, rebelled against the governor, man. 

And today we are living in the legacy of this most dreadful turning point of all. And I would submit to you that the most painful residue of the fall of our race can be found in each of our hearts, the stubbornness of the sinful impulse and the slow, slow progress of our sanctification. 


B. But you, of course, recall the only glimmer of hope in that dark scene of judgment, where God cursed the serpent, cursed the ground for the man, and cursed childbirth for the woman, the only means by which they could “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” This hope would come through the Seed, the Offspring of the woman. To the serpent/Satan, the Lord said, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Gen. 3:15) Remarkably, the first promise of the gospel was declared not to people but to the devil! But it was spoken in the hearing of the man and his wife. 

Eve was apparently thinking of this promise when she first gave birth. Genesis 4:1 says: “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” It is probable that the last part, “with the help of the LORD,” means that she was expecting that her firstborn would be the promised seed who would crush the head of the enemy and end the ruin she and her husband had wrought. 


But she was mistaken. Instead, Cain crushed his brother’s head. He became the first killer, who murdered an image-bearer of the Creator, probably because he could not murder the Creator himself. Cain was not the Christ. He was an anti-Christ who fathered a clan, a line of men who opposed God and his people. Cain was not the Promised One. Jesus is the Promised One. And…
II. JESUS IS THE SURPISING ONE. 

A. Eve was not the only one to be surprised. Thousands of years later when the true Seed or Offspring of Eve did appear, he was not what many people expected. They had been longing and praying for him. Their continued sin and the unfaithfulness of their ancestors had left them in sad circumstances. And when God heard their cries and sent his Son, “born of woman,” he was not what they expected. 

The people made a common mistake, an error that is consistently demanded by the sinful self. This error assumes that the problem is “out there” and the solution is “in here.” “I am the good guy and the other is the bad guy. I am innocent: others must be at fault.” This is so common and natural to all that it must involve more than mere inaccuracy. It reveals the powerful grip the sinful self holds over our hearts. And it blinds us, it inhibits us from facing the truth, so that we might find real help in Christ. 

B. In the popular Jewish mind at the time of Christ, the problem, the enemy, was the occupiers, the Romans. That was the problem. It was out there. It was someone else. The coming Messiah, so they imagined, would be a military figure who would either vanquish the Romans himself or would rally the people and lead them to victory. What’s remarkable is that this notion still exists today. I heard an Orthodox Jewish speaker who declared that Christians got the Messiah all wrong, that he was to be a very human military ruler sent by God to set things straight. To maintain this view, they must somehow ignore or reinterpret the prominent “suffering servant” texts from Isaiah which clearly picture the Messiah’s ministry as spiritual in nature, suffering on behalf of his people, taking the punishment for our sins upon himself, and bringing us healing through his wounds and through his death. It’s like a blind date with the wrong address: when you are expecting wrong thing you will surely miss the right thing. 


C. Interestingly, John the Baptizer, the forerunner of the true Messiah himself, seemed to be confused regarding his identity and mission. It is an understatement to say that John had become popular among the people. But then he was arrested and thrown into Herod’s dungeon. It wasn’t supposed to be that way! And while he was languishing in captivity, the doubts began to rise. (Matthew 11:2-6)

“2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” It sounds like Jesus was not quite what John was expecting either. Or at least a dungeon was not what he was expecting. 


“4 And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’” 

This reminds us that “surprising” is not necessarily the same as “disappointing.” Surprising can mean “better,” and in this case, greater than they could have imagined. Jesus had come to defeat the real enemy, not the one “out there” but the one “in here.” 

D. Beloved, it is so vital that we come to grips with the enemy within. This is the double-agent, the adversary who pretends to be working for us, but is always working against us. If this sinful self would get his way he would destroy every relationship, leave us in spiraling misery, ever more bloated with hideous pride, and rushing toward God’s unbearable judgment. 

David had many exemplary qualities. But he was not the Messiah. David himself had defeated all enemies “out there.” But he fell to the enemy within. Jesus alone overcame all temptation, the allure of sin and self, and was then qualified to become the Savior who alone could rescue us from the foul clutches of Lord Self and bring us into submission to him and salvation in his name. Jesus is the promised One, Jesus is the surprising One, and 
III. JESUS IS THE ONLY ONE. 

A. In my morning devotions I’ve been working my way through the book of Hebrews. It’s a helpful book of great literary style. Its imagery and force of argument cause me to agree with Luther that it was quite probably written by Apollos. Acts 18:24 describes him as “an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures.” 

The writer’s main concern was for Jewish believers who were being threatened with persecution by the Romans. The Romans were agreeable to old religions which tended to keep the people docile and compliant. They were suspicious of new religions which might lead to disloyalty and insurrection. For a time, the followers of Jesus appeared to be just another party of the Jews like the Sadducees or Pharisees. But as the church gained more popularity among Gentiles, Gentiles who had no interest in becoming Jews, the Romans began to look with suspicion and disfavor on the Christians.

B. So some Jewish Christians were making motions toward rejecting Jesus and going back to the political cover of Judaism. The writer’s argument was to show in every way the superiority of Jesus to angels, to Moses and the mosaic system, to Joshua, who failed to give them true rest in the Promised Land to Aaron whose priesthood failed to finally purge away the stain of sin. The writer continued in a rising crescendo that culminated in Hebrews 10:19-25: “19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”


His simple point: if you leave Jesus, there is nothing to go back to. No one else could accomplish what he has done. Jesus is not only the Promised One and the Surprising One, he is the Only One.

C. That’s why it’s important that, no matter how bitter and disappointing it is, we must plough right on through and face the failure of this fellow sinner, David. It teaches us to give to no one else the place of Christ, not to our parents, nor to any trusted church leader or “celebrity preacher,” nor to any influential public figure, and never, ever to the self. 
CONLUSION


When you come to Christ will have found in Christ Someone greater to love than self. Free Church of Scotland pastor Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) described “the expulsive power of a new affection,” a new and growing love and affection that rejects and casts away self-centeredness and makes us gladly willing and even able to suffer for his sake, to “take up our cross and follow him.” One of the foremost evangelical preachers of the nineteenth century, Octavius Winslow, wrote: 


“The controlling principle of an unrenewed mind is self. His rule is to adopt such a course, and to do such things, as either gratify or elevate himself. Beyond this narrow circle he never moves....But quickened by the Spirit, ‘born of God’, ‘created anew in Christ Jesus, the will of God is now his rule of action, the glory of God his aim, and the love of Christ his constraining motive. ‘The expulsive power of a new affection’ has found a home and a dwelling-place in his heart; and when his own will comes into competition with God’s will, under the holy sway of this ‘new affection’—the love of Christ, self is renounced, yea swallowed up in God and God in Christ is all in all.”    


You should know that you will find absolutely no help in this from the world. The world knows nothing of self-denial. The world considers self-denial a mental disorder. The world will tell you to “Love yourself, esteem yourself, express yourself, celebrate yourself, fulfill yourself, discover yourself, and pamper yourself. But if you begin to talk about “denying yourself,” the world will suggest that you need psychiatric help. 


Christ, and not self, is the solution. Self is the problem. Self will never surrender to Christ but will continually seek satisfaction in anything else. The Bible calls “anything else” an idol. And the way to destroy these idols is not to rail against them nor to assail their wickedness nor even smash them to bits. It is simply to render them irrelevant by “the expulsive power of a greater affection:” knowing and loving the Promised One, the Surprising One, the only One, Jesus! ( 
____________________________________________________________________________________________


