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A. Back in the late 1600s the British writer Joseph Addison attempted to spell out the components of happiness: “Three grand essentials of happiness are something to do, something to love, and something to hope for.” There is wisdom there. 

Most people like to think that they are accomplishing something, contributing something through their life, “something to do” of significance. Most would be filled with regret if, on their deathbed, they came to the conclusion that they had wasted their life on the wrong thing or on nothing at all. An influential book in my own life when I was a young person was titled, Lord, Make My Life Count. 

I realize that self-interest and self-absorption have ensnared many young people today, ironically leading to widespread depression and suicidal ideation. And perhaps this explains much of it. A life devoted to self is hollow and deeply dissatisfying, a far cry from who or what God has created us to be. 


B. Of course, a life worth living, something worth doing must be found in relation to our Maker, to whom we will return and give an account. And our Maker’s aim centers in his Son and the mission he came to accomplish. Jesus’ personal mission was to achieve the gospel, to create the good news of salvation and reconciliation with God. We had no part in that. The gospel, the good news, is available solely because of Jesus and the work he has done through his perfect life, his atoning death on the cross, and his confirming resurrection from the dead. 

But we do have an essential part to play in that mission. It is to proclaim the gospel to every creature. The Apostle Paul makes an interesting statement in Colossians 1:24: “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church….” What in the world could possibly be “lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, the church”? It has nothing to do with his accomplishing the gospel. It has everything to do with announcing the gospel. 

C. Christ’s personal mission was to achieve the gospel. Our mission is to proclaim the gospel. And we see our Lord laying the groundwork for this in our text. He sends out the twelve whom he has already named “apostles” to extend his preaching ministry. He could only preach in one village at a time. Now he authorizes and unleashes six teams of two each to multiply that ministry. 

He has been training them for this all along. And after his death and resurrection, his achieving the gospel good news followed by his ascension into heaven, these apostles and those who would follow them would continue to preach and proclaim the gospel.


D. There are particulars of this mission that make it unique in time, some particulars that would not endure into Christian mission work after Christ’s ascension. What we do find, though, are some clear principles that apply to all Christian outreach and ministry, things like authority, urgency, dependency, humility, insistency, gravity, audacity, and efficacy. There is much to gain here in considering our “something to do” in life, our personal mission and how it connects with Christ’s commission. So as we work our way through this story, we must consider our own part in the mission to share the gospel and make disciples.
I. WE MUST GO WITH AUTHORITY.


A. Jesus authorized these missionary teams. And we must be sure we are likewise authorized by him, for the truth is that we represent Jesus. We are not going on our own behalf, propagating our own teachings, acting on our own wishes. No, the Son of God is our sending Agent authorizing our mission. 

“7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.” Why do you think Jesus sent them out two by two? It might have been more efficient if he had sent them out to preach individually, twelve ministering agents rather than only six ministry duos. Our first thought is probably in regards to companionship and support, one helping and praying for the other, encouraging and refining one another: “iron sharpens iron.” 

B. But there is another important reason. In Jewish thought a fact could only be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses. So it was a matter of authority. If only one appeared reporting the great things that Jesus said and did, why should anyone believe them? Why would God expect anyone to believe the one witness, when his own standard was two or three? So one witness could confirm the testimony of the other, and then people would be required to heed their word (and if they did not, God would hold them accountable). 

C. Is this something that the church should always practice today? In other words, is this merely descriptive or is it prescriptive for the church in all times? Well, there is practical wisdom in sending out missionary teams rather than individual, single missionaries. And this pattern does seem to have been adopted by the apostles: “Paul and Barnabas,” “Paul and Silas,” “Paul and Silas and Timothy and Luke,” “Barnabas and John Mark.” On the other hand, in Acts 8, the deacon Philip apparently was sent alone to preach to Samaria and to the Ethiopian Eunuch. Paul, at times, seems to have been ministering by himself while he left a colleague to continue some important work. So we cannot be dogmatic. But the team concept seems to be pretty well established for the sake of practicality. 

And Jesus authorized these preachers, each member of the six teams, to cast out unclean spirits. This was clearly a part of the work of asserting the kingdom or kingship of God. The worldly territory that had been seized by the Evil One during the fall was being taken back: his power was being overthrown, and his plans were being thwarted. While casting out demons does not seem to be part of the present work of the church, not on a large scale anyhow, equipping people to defeat the devil’s temptations or to stand firm against his deceptions, distractions, or intimidates clearly is part of Christ’s continuing kingdom work. 

D. And the point is that we must see ourselves as authorized representatives of Christ himself. This is true of every believer. Not every believer may be called to church office as elder or deacon, but every believer is called to the office of the Christian where the believer serves as a prophet, knowing and telling God’s truth, as priest, faithfully and effectively praying and interceding for others, and as king, subduing his or her own life and bringing whatever property or influence God has given under the kingship of Jesus. And we must go in this authority.
II. WE MUST GO WITH URGENCY.


A. This is one of the reasons why these teams were to travel light. “8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.” The clock was ticking, the cross of Christ was looming, and by himself Jesus could not visit every one of the hamlets and villages in Israel. Time was running out. 


B. Of course, the time is running out for both the witness and the hearer today. Death closes the door on the gospel age for everyone. At the point of death and the separation of the soul and body, there is no more time to decide. So, just as these first witnesses were to go with haste, not bogged down with a load of baggage, so are we to carry with us this sense of urgency. 

The urgency is not only for the hearer. The witness also has a shelf life, an expiration date. There is so little time to serve Christ, we must not delay or to become weighed down with excess and unnecessary obligations and occupations. I don’t mean that we should ignore our God-given callings or neglect our duties to family and neighbor. But each of us must weigh the wisdom of taking on additional, unnecessary obligations. Our Lord told the parable of the banquet. The master invited many, but all made excuses: they were too busy to come. I still remember the young, single man who declined to serve in teaching a youth class in church because a certain television program was on that night. 

C. While the principle of traveling light applies to all believers, we do not suggest that our missionaries show up on the field with empty pockets. And when the Apostle Paul was commissioned as a missionary, he was sent with financial resources from the church to commence his work. Sometimes the funds ran out, only to be replenished by a timely gift, or by Paul working a secular job to keep food on his table. Sometimes he went with very little, as was his testimony. But this points us to the urgency of the task and our need either to go or to support those who do go. 
III. WE MUST GO IN DEPENDENCY.


A. The same instructions point all of us to our sheer dependency on God’s working in the work he calls us to do. How could they survive if these teams all struck off with no bread, no begger’s bag, and no money in their belts? It’s like the elder who prayed at the installation of the new minister, “Lord, you keep him humble and we’ll keep him poor.” The deliberate lack of resources was a reminder of their complete reliance upon the grace of God. That is not simply for their upkeep, but for their impact on others. 

B. The Jamaicans have a little wild shrub they call the “wait a bit bush.” It is covered with thorns, each of which has barbs like a fish hook. If you happen to brush up against it your clothing will stick. But then, as you try to free yourself, you only find yourself to be more and more entangled in the bush. Usually friends have to rescue you from this increasingly impossible situation. 


As I think of the task of the missionary, I consider that to be an even more impossible situation. When our Lord called us to “make disciples of all nations” it must have seemed like some kind of terrible mistake, if not a cruel joke. 


1. The missionary who is called to make disciples where there are no disciples is just an ordinary person. The missionary possesses no great personal power to win friends and influence people. But it gets worse. 


2. The missionary is bound to use certain methods which are admittedly not terribly effective methods: preaching the gospel and prayer. Who would think that mere prayer (privately talking to God) and preaching the gospel could make any great impact? But this is even more startling when you consider the message itself. 


3. The message of the gospel, according to one of the greatest missionaries, the Apostle Paul, the message itself is foolishness and nonsense to the vast majority of those who hear it. (1 Corinthians 1:18-25). In fact, Paul writes to the Galatians that the message of the cross of Christ is “offensive” to most of those who hear it.

4. But it gets even more difficult. The Bible also teaches that the people to whom the missionary proclaims this offensive message are already predisposed against it. These people hearing this unflattering and odious message are already hostile to God in heart. In fact, the situation is so bad that the hearers “cannot” respond positively to this hard message. Paul writes in Romans 8:7—“the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.”

This all underscores our sheer dependency on God for the work he calls us to: loving our spouse, raising our children, and reaching out to neighbor.
IV. WE MUST GO IN HUMILITY.


So what’s verse 10 all about? “10 And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.” One thing the missionary needs is lodging, a roof over his head. Envisioned here is the preaching team arriving at a town. Someone notices that they have no luggage and invites them into their home. Often the invitation will come from a person of meagre means who cannot afford much. Practically speaking, many poor people are not busy taking care of all their belongings, nor are they usually invited out to hobnob with the rich and famous. 

So these teams of disciples might well encounter poor people offering their hospitality. If, in the course of their ministry impact, someone with greater wealth might offer their facilities, the missionaries were not to dishonor their poor benefactor by choosing more comfortable arrangements. 

Many who responded to Jesus were poor. They often felt closer to their need. Likewise, many who responded to Paul’s ministry were poor, including many slaves. It honors them that the Son of God gave them his attention, as did his representatives, like Paul. We must go in humility and serve those whom the Lord will call to himself. 
CONCLUSION


Authority, urgency, dependency, and humility. These are the qualities that mark the follower of Christ, his servants. Who reached you with the gospel? Who has God used to most impact your life with the truth? Undoubtedly it was someone characterized by these traits. 


They spoke confidently of Christ for they knew they were his agent, sent with his authority.

They also bore a sense of urgency because they loved you and knew the time was short.


They were credible because you could see how they depended on the Lord for their impact 

And they were humble, patiently enduring your resistance and answering your questions.


It was evident that they loved Jesus, that he had deeply affected their life, and they wished the same for you.  


And this is the way of Christ and of all who seek to make him known. (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


