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COVENANT FAITHFULNESS
(2 Samuel 9:1-13)
SUBJECT: Covenant faithfulness.
F.C.F.: How should we respond to Christ’s covenant faithfulness on our behalf?
PROPOSITION: Since Christ has been faithful to us, we enjoy and express his gift.

INTRODUCTION

A. A few years ago I had been preaching in the jail regularly. An earnest young man had begun reading the Bible with interest. After the service he would come with many questions. And one afternoon he asked about the relation between the Old Testament and the New, and especially the relation of the Old Testament to Jesus. I was pressed for time so simply said that “Jesus was all over the Old Testament.” A couple of weeks later I again preached in the jail, and he came to me quite confused. He had read through the Old Testament and could not find the name of Jesus anywhere. I then had the joy of explaining to him biblical typology.  

B. Many characters, events, and institutions in the Old Testament foreshadowed the coming of Christ. He is concealed in the Old Testament and revealed in the New Testament. In typology, certain Old Testament persons, events, or institutions give us hints and clues about the coming Christ. In the New Testament the connection is made clear. In typology we find similarity or continuity, but also expansion, the same, only greater. So a lamb sacrificed on the altar to cover sins pointed to Jesus whose blood was shed on the cross to fully pay for all the sins of all of his people. Or the tabernacle where God dwelt among his people Israel pointed to the Son of God who took on human flesh and dwelt or “tabernacled” among his people (John 1:14).

C. David himself is an obvious type of Christ, the king who was the man after God’s own heart. And we see in our text the covenant faithfulness of our Lord Jesus is on display. David had made a solemn, covenant promise with his dear friend Jonathan, the son of Saul. And now, with his kingdom well-established, he seeks to fulfill that promise of covenant faithfulness. 

Of course, in Jesus, all of God’s covenant promises are “yes” (2 Corinthians 1:20). Jesus is the true Promise Keeper. At the same time, David was a faithful man and is an example for us to follow. Here’s my thesis: “Since Christ has been faithful to us, we must enjoy and express his gift.” David serves as a type of Christ and his faithfulness to us, and also an example of faithfulness for us to follow. 
I. WE MUST ENJOY COVENANT FAITHFULNESS. 


A. Some years have passed, at least fifteen to twenty years, since the death of Saul and Jonathan and David’s accession to the throne. There was a time when David was king only of Judah, until murderers had killed his rival, Ishbosheth, the son of Saul and all Israel became united under David’s reign. As we found last time in chapter 8, David set about the routine, ordinary, less glamorous, but necessary work of governing his kingdom. He proceeded to defeat the enemies who still dwelt in the land as well as those on the borders. He established alliances with foreign kings, and he formed his administration, entrusting important tasks to capable men. 

And now, with his kingdom established, law and order instituted, and a solid staff assisting him, David enjoys a bit of a breather. And he turns to fulfill a promise, a covenant promise he had made to Jonathan his friend. “And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” This was an unusual move in the ancient world. Often when there was a change of dynastic rulers, the male relatives of the former leader were all put to death to remove any future challenge to the new leader’s authority. The fact that David has to inquire about any remaining descendants of Saul suggests that they were all expecting the worst and had gone into hiding.

B. The word translated “kindness” should be familiar to us, the Hebrew “chesed.” It speaks of loyal, faithful, covenantal love.” This is the love of the Lord toward his elect, his chosen ones. This is an aspect of God’s own character by which he binds himself to his people forming a covenant with us. And God, who cannot lie, will fulfill every covenant promise he has made to his people. David has known this covenant love of God, and he seeks to extend that covenant love according to his promise to Jonathan.  

“2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David. And the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 3 And the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” 4 The king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “He is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” Lo-debar was probably east of the Jordan, deep into the former territory of Ishbosheth. 

As we found in 2 Samuel 4: “Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.” So David sent for him. And you can imagine his dread: “Uh oh, the day I had been fearing has now come.” “6 And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said, “Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am your servant.”

And David declares his faithfulness. “7 And David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.”

C. Now at this point I want to focus on David as a type of Christ, as one who shows us in miniature our Lord and Savior. David promises Mephibosheth protection, provision, and position. And when we think of these in terms of our Savior, it should bring us great joy and comfort. For he has promised, and he provides the same. 

1. “Do not fear, for I will show you kindness….” Christ’s perfect protection is the message that rings forth from God’s Word to all who trust in Christ: “Do not fear.” Isn‘t that the same message of the angels who appeared to the shepherds on the night Jesus was born? “Fear not, for I bring you glad tidings of great joy that will be for all the people.” And there’s that word, “kindness,” again, “chesed,” loyal, faithful, covenantal love. 

We need to lay hold of this promised protection for ourselves. Honestly, this is the only thing that will carry us through the trying days ahead. “Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ.” “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” “The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry.” Our security is solid and our confidence is complete. And we need to enjoy this assurance of Christ’s covenant faithfulness.   


2. “and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father….” Christ’s provision is also assured to his covenant people. As king, Saul had undoubtedly gained a large estate. Those holdings would be restored to Mephibosheth. But there’s more here. For when Joshua had divided the Promised Land to the tribes, each tribe, clan, and family had received their share. It was their promised inheritance in the land flowing with milk and honey. It was God making good on his ancient promise to Abraham of a land, a people, and a blessing. So David was not only providing a competent share of the good things of life to this son of Jonathan. He was also restoring his inheritance. 

And this also should speak to us as God’s people today. Remember our Lord’s promise to “the meek”? “Blessed are the meek, for they shall (what?)…for they shall inherit the earth!” The meek, of course, are those who humbly trust Christ and wait for him to fulfill his promise, not demanding that everything go our way immediately, in this life. His promise is that we will inherit. Israel’s Promised Land also serves as a type of the greater inheritance we will receive in the new earth. We need to enjoy Christ’s provision as a benefit of his covenant faithfulness. 


3. And rather than hiding out and living off the kindness of his benefactor, Machir the son of Ammiel, Mephibosheth receives a new, exalted position as one of the princes of Israel: “and you shall eat at my table always.” David’s table was in is palace. David’s family, his royal sons and daughters would eat at his table. And now Mephibosheth would enjoy the same privileged position as a royal son. 

Do you see yourself as royalty? Well, you should, and twice over. As someone created in God’s image, you were made to be a vice-regent of the earth. But we enjoy an even greater privilege through redemption: that being adoption into God’s own family.   

So this is the work of Christ on our behalf that we should enjoy as a sea wall against the storms of this life, his protection, provision, and the new position of standing we have with God. 

We must enjoy covenant faithfulness, and

II.WE MUST EXPRESS COVENANT FAITHFULNESS. 


A. We turn now from David as a type of Christ and his work for us to David as a true example of godliness. As we have received Christ’s covenant faithfulness, we must extend and honor covenant faithfulness to others. 

You know that in the end we believers have an obligation to everyone we meet. Most basically, we have the obligation to love our neighbor as we love our self. This obligation intensifies and becomes even more specific in regards to our brothers and sisters in Christ. In Romans 13:8, Paul writes: “Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” Or in Galatians 6:10: “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”

As Presbyterians we take vows quite seriously. There are four specific types of covenantal vows that are described in our constitution. And since we are on the subject of covenant faithfulness, I would like to read these vows that we might reflect upon the vows we have bound ourselves by. 


B. Of course the first is the MEMBERSHIP VOWS that each member takes upon professing Christ and joining his church. (BCO 57-5)

1.  Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?


2.  Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for your salvation as he is offered in the gospel?


3.  Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?


4.  Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability?


5.  Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to study its purity and peace?


Sin, Salvation, Sanctification, Service, and Submission.

C. Then there are the MARRIAGE VOWS we take in contracting the marriage covenant with our husband or wife. In the service I use, there is both the wedding pledge and the wedding vows. This is the wedding pledge: 

“Man, will you have this Woman to be your wife, and will you pledge your faith to her in all love and honor, in all duty and service, in all faith and tenderness; to live with her, and cherish her, according to the ordinance of God, in the holy bond of marriage? (If so answer, “I will”) 

 
This is the wedding vow: 


“I Man, take you Woman; to be my wedded wife; and I do promise and covenant; before God and these witnesses; to be your loving and faithful husband; in plenty and in want; in joy and in sorrow; in sickness and in health; as long as we both shall live.”

C. A third set of vows are the BAPTISMAL VOWS, those covenant promises parents make when submitting their children for baptism. 

1. Do you acknowledge your son’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?


2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in (his) behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for (his) salvation, as you do for your own?


3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your son to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will   endeavor to set before (him) a godly example, that you will pray with and for (him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?


An additional vow is asked of the congregation: 

“Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?”


D. Anybody know the last form of vows we practice in the church? (It is the VOWS OF OFFICE that officers take, elders and deacons.)  


1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as originally given, to be the inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?


2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise that if at any time you find yourself out of accord with any of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own initiative, make known to your Session the change which has taken place in your views since the assumption of this ordination vow?


3. Do you approve of the form of government and discipline of the Presbyterian Church in America, in conformity with the general principles of biblical polity?


4. Do you accept the office of ruling elder (or deacon, as the case may be) in this church, and promise faithfully to perform all the duties thereof, and to endeavor by the grace of God to adorn the profession of the Gospel in your life, and to set a worthy example before the Church of which God has made you an officer?


5. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord?


6. Do you promise to strive for the purity, peace, unity and edification of the Church?


And, as with baptism, there is an additional vow asked of the congregation: 


Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge and receive this brother as a ruling elder (or deacon), and do you promise to yield him all that honor, encouragement and obedience in the Lord to which his office, according to the Word of God and the Constitution of this Church, entitles him?

CONCLUSION

Remember the old WWJD campaign: “What Would Jesus Do”? It was based on an unhelpful novel by Charles M. Sheldon, In His Steps, that reduced Jesus to a mere moral example. Before any decision, the novel (and the campaign) bade us to ask, “What would Jesus do?” It was unhelpful for a number of reasons. As the unique Son of God incarnate, there were many things that Jesus would do that we neither could nor should do. And a better question to ask would be “What Did Jesus Say We Should Do?” But WDJSWSD I suppose was too long for the bracelet. But the main reason the question and campaign is unhelpful is because Jesus is more than an example. Primarily, Jesus is the Lamb of God, the Savior, who came to atone for our sins. 

Charles Sheldon was devoted to theological liberalism which had reduced Jesus to a great teacher of morality but not the Son of God who died for our sins and rose from the dead. Sheldon was a leader in the Social Gospel movement which replaced or reinterpreted evangelism and the gospel as social action. 

But in our expressing the primacy of Jesus as our Savior who gave his life for us on the cross bearing the weight of sin for his people, we must not ignore Jesus as the perfect Man. He is also our King and model of faithfulness. So while we must enjoy the fruits of his covenant faithfulness on our behalf, we must also express covenant faithfulness in keeping the solemn vows we have taken, keeping our promises and caring for the needy and the lost. (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


