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“WHO AM I, O LORD GOD?”
(2 Samuel 7:18-29)
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A. In my attempts to witness to my friends in high school, I kept running into obstacles. Some of my friends demanded proof before they would believe. The proof they required was not a rational argument from nature or general revelation. Nor was it a careful examination of the biblical documents, their accuracy or agreement, their credible reports of miraculous attestation to their message. The proof they wanted was a demonstrable, irrefutable showing of supernatural power that that they could witness for themselves. 

One of my friends said to me, “If only God would speak to me.” He meant an audible voice or a vision. Another asked, “If God is there, why doesn’t he just write it on the sky?” It happened to be a moonless, cloudless night. The many stars were virtually crying out from overhead, from the sky. But he wanted, I suppose, was a flaming message.


What they probably did not know was that the gospels report that many thousands witnessed Jesus’ own irrefutable miracles, and yet they still did not believe. Even after Jesus himself rose from the dead, some eyewitnesses still hesitated. According to Matthew 28:17: “And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.”

B. In his Word, God has given us all the evidence we need, more than enough for us to firmly believe, and to stake our very lives and eternity on. Still, God did speak directly to many of his people in Scripture. The first verses of Hebrews acknowledges this, but also implies that this practice would come to an end. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”

C. It is helpful to distinguish between God’s personal and public promises, his specific and general promises. The promises that God made to David in 2 Samuel 7, for example, were personal, specific promises. God spoke to him individually through Nathan his prophet. This was God’s direct and exclusive communication to David and to no one else. This kind of divine communication is what Hebrews 1 would suggest has ceased. 

But no less authoritative is God’s public and general promises, and Scripture is overflowing with these. Faith does not require the personal or specific, but gladly lays hold of the public and general. For example, the well-known John 3:16 is both public and general: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Are you part of “the world,” that is, of fallen humanity in opposition to God? Then this promise has your name on it, not specifically of course, but generally. And if you believe in God’s only Son whom he gave for sinners, then you will have, by faith, appropriated this promise for yourself, “whoever.” But if, instead, you demand that God himself come down and issue a personal invitation to you, then you will be waiting all your life and will not appropriate this promised eternal life for yourself. 

D. As we discovered last time, God did issue rich and amazing promises to David, promises which found their full expression in Jesus. These promises still speak to our most pressing needs for rest, for a permanent dwelling, and for God’s benevolent kingship over us (because “I am a terrible king!”). Of course, Jesus is that rest in whom we trust, Jesus is that home in whom we abide or dwell, and Jesus is that king who provides for and protects us. 

And David’s response to the remarkable promises of God lead the way for us, for we also appropriate these promises by faith, David’s response leads the way for us. We are to live in wonder and worship and willing obedience. God intends this life for us and calls us to enter into it. 
I. WE MUST BE THOUGHTFULLY STUNNED.


A. I think part of my friends’ problem with faith was that, for them, faith was supposed to be based on an experience, not on truth. They wanted to hear God speak to them or witness a spectacle in the sky. But the God who made all things by his Word has ordained to save us by his Word as well. By the Word, especially the preached Word, God the Holy Spirit creates faith and strengthens faith. The process proceeds from mind, to affections, to will. God’s truth engages the mind which enflames the affections, which empowers the will for love, obedience, and service. 

It was the Word that arrested and astonished David. “18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far?” We can hear the amazement, the wonder and astonishment in his question: “Who am I and what is my house?” This astonished question should likewise be on our lips if we want to live a joyful and productive life before the face of God. 

B. Contrast this with Israel in the wilderness. They cried out to the Lord in their misery and slavery, and God sent Moses to deliver them. But they turned their noses up to Moses. And even after the Lord had answered their cries and delivered them from Egypt through the plagues and through the Red Sea (experiences, signs, and wonders), all they did was complain every step to the Promised Land, rebelling all along the way, and then ultimately refusing to take possession of the land. How much better it would have been if they had said, “Who am I and what is my house to inherit such blessings?” 

C. Does this speak to you? Have you counted your blessings lately? Have you actively sought to be thoughtfully stunned by the Lord’s amazing goodness to you? You don’t need a direct word from the Lord, a specific, individualized promise. Just start laying hold of God’s wonderful promises by faith, like walking through a garden picking flowers: this one, and this one, and this one, all of these are mine in Christ! 

David gets specific: “19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God. You have spoken also of your servant’s house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord God!” Remember, he’s ultimately referring to the Lord establishing his house, his kingdom through Jesus. This is the instruction or charter for all mankind. “20 And what more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Lord God! 21 Because of your promise, and according to your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness, to make your servant know it.” What astonishes him is that God knows and has revealed this future promise to him. Or as one scholar notes: “The measure of God’s greatness here is his capacity to refer to the future as easily as to the past, so demonstrating that he is master of mankind and of human history.” 

D. Let me prime the amazement pump a bit. You were raised and live in an area where Christ is known and respected. You have become the recipient of God’s Word, no longer stumbling in darkness and error. Or as we find celebrated in Psalm 147:19-20: “19 He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and rules to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his rules. Praise the Lord!”

We must be thoughtfully stunned. This amazement pleases God.  
II. WE MUST BE GRATEFULLY SATISFIED.


There are two things in which David finds great satisfaction: the greatness of God and his favor to his people. 

A. God himself is great. The Lord alone is God. “22 Therefore you are great, O Lord God. For there is none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears.” Skeptical scholars insist that “monotheism” is a late development in the evolution of religion among primitive peoples. That’s one reason why they keep imagining that the Old Testament was written quite late, not ancient as it purports to be. Some will insist that all of the Old Testament was composed or at least stitched together after the exile, after the return of Judah to the Promised Land in 539 B.C. 

The Bible actually begins with monotheism: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Before there was anything else, there was God alone. That pretty much sums up monotheism. Even many pagan religions propose that among the various spirits and gods there is a God over all, reflecting the ancient truth. Here David trumpets this truth. And he finds deep satisfaction in it. Why? Because all the gods of the nations are not gods at all. Because this God, the one true and living God has revealed himself to David. 

David knows this God. David has encountered ultimate truth and reality. There is nothing beyond this God. There are no more secrets to learn, no more avenues to pursue, no more intermediaries to consult. The seemingly insatiable thirst for knowledge has found a home, a resting place. It is not that he knows all there is of God to know of God, that’s impossible to finite creatures. But it is that he has come to the end of his quest and there is nothing more to learn. The Philistines, the Amorites, the Hittites, nor Jebusites, least of all the Egyptians have no essential insight to offer him. David has come to know Truth itself. 

B. And David belongs to the people God has chosen as his own. We get a fuller sense of wonder if we would substitute “the elect” or “the church” for “Israel” in verses 23-24: 

“23 And who is like [the elect, the church], the one [people] on earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name and doing for them great and awesome things by driving out before your [church], whom you redeemed for yourself from [sin], [the world and its false gods]? 24 And you established for yourself [the church] to be your people forever. And you, O Lord, became their God.”

If we could continue our list of astonishing blessings in Christ, along with being raised in a Christian area, and being the recipients of God’s Word, we are also residing in God’s presence with God’s people, receiving his great promises in Christ, and road tripping on our way to heaven rather than the hell we literally deserve for our sins. Our contentment in God pleases him. We must be thoughtfully stunned, gratefully satisfied, and 
III. WE MUST BE HOPEFULLY SECURE. 


A. David’s prayer raises an important point regarding prayer itself. “25 And now, O Lord God, confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and concerning his house, and do as you have spoken.” What seems odd about this is that God has already said he is going to do this, and then David prays and asks God to do this. One scholar phrases the puzzle this way: “If the outcome is so certain, why then does David pray?” 

B. Prayer is asking God, but it is also acquiescing to his will. It is supplication, but it is also submission. It is calling upon the Lord, but it is also conforming to his law and his will. Asking God to do what he’s already announced he would do is neither odd nor unusual. The most well-known prayer of all explicitly does this. In the Lord’s Prayer we are directed to these petitions: “Hallowed be thy name,” “may your name be spoken and regarded with all reverence.” But in the end, it will be so. “Your kingdom come.” But God’s kingship is coming and will come in fullness, nothing can stop it. “Your will be done.” But many have already submitted to Christ as king and are doing his will. In the end, all will do his will. In the Lord’s Prayer we are asking God to do what he has already said he would do, and already is doing. So why does he call us to pray this way? 

It’s because prayer is not informing God of anything, for he has always known all things. Rather, it is our recalling and resting in his promises. 
C. Confident prayer is offered according to God’s revealed will and way. It is agreeing with and submitting to him. A great part of prayer, then, is not changing God’s mind or will, but changing us. It is not bringing God’s plans in line with our desires, but bringing our desires into line with God’s perfect plans. And this emboldens our prayer. And that’s exactly what we find in verses 26-27: “26 And your name will be magnified forever, saying, ‘The Lord of hosts is God over Israel,’ and the house of your servant David will be established before you. 27 For you, O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you.”

Here is true security, full confidence in God and his good plan for his people. And this confidence in God pleases him. As we find in Psalm 147:11: “11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.”
CONCLUSION


Our amazement in God pleases him. Our contentment in God pleases him. And our confidence in God pleases him. Three boys were boasting about their fathers. One said, “My father is an actor, and he gets two hundred dollars for a one hour performance on the stage!” The second says, “My father is a lawyer, and he gets five hundred dollars for one hour’s work in the courtroom!” The third says, “My father is a preacher. When he preaches for one hour, it takes four men to carry all the money he gets!”

When we lay hold of the public, general promises of God and appropriate them as our own, God is pleased. It’s hard to argue with David’s clear, three-step reasoning when it comes to his trusting God’s Word. It’s found in verse 28: “28 And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your servant.”

1) The Lord is God, all knowing and all powerful, he does as he pleases, and no one can stand against him. 2) What’s more, God’s words are true. Because he is God, he is holy, and is word is sure and will come to pass. And then, 3) when we get down to the details, we find that God’s promises, though both public and general, offered to all who will believe, God’s promises to his servant are good. And upon that perfect, irrefutable logic, we stand secure. ( 
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