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“AND HE APPOINTED TWELVE”
(Mark 3:7-19)

SUBJECT: Discipleship
F.C.F.: Why should I be a disciple of Jesus?
PROPOSITION: Since Jesus is God’s Son, we must give ourselves to him.
INTRODUCTION

A. One of my favorite old films is “My Man Godfrey.” In the story line a wealthy, educated, young man, after suffering a heartbreak, lives like a homeless bum during the great depression. Through a strange set of circumstances, he is invited to serve as a butler to an eccentric, wealthy family. In the process, he appears to be much more than a bum. In fact, at one point he saves the family from financial ruin. And the stunned patriarch of the family stares at him in awe and asks, “Say, who are you, really?”

This plot line of a man who is more than he appears is one of Mark’s major themes. Oh, we know from the first verse that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. But as Mark unfolds his story, the people in it are led into a growing realization that Jesus is someone greater than anyone they have ever known. This is sometimes called “the Messianic secret,” as Jesus himself knew he had much to accomplish before he openly declared his true identity. 

B. Mark also presents another dynamic. As people grasp more and more of Jesus’ true glory, some respond with a deeper commitment to him while others become more entrenched in their opposition to him. This is Mark’s way of showing us that we cannot remain neutral about Jesus. We may not stay on the fence but must declare one way or the other. And even after we have declared for Jesus, we must keep pursuing him. His glory is both inexhaustible and ultimately satisfying. He cannot disappoint us. In truth, this is why God made us that we might “glorify him and enjoy him forever.” 

C. So where are you in your commitment to Christ? What we will find is that there is no “pause button” to our knowing him. We will either be drawn farther in or be drifting farther away. And our text for this morning includes God’s call to come closer in your trust in, wonder of, and allegiance to Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God. We find three distinct groups of people in various perspectives toward him. First there is…
I. THE CURIOSITY OF THE CROWD

A. Mark wants us to see the overwhelming popularity of Jesus as he moved away from the threat of the Pharisees who were plotting to destroy him. It wasn’t yet the time for the final confrontation where Jesus would offer his life as a sacrifice for sin. But Jesus’ popularity reached new heights, drawing more and more people. “7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from Galilee and Judea 8 and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him. 9 And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, 10 for he had healed many, so that all who had diseases pressed around him to touch him.”

This great crowd probably numbered into the tens of thousands. Think of a large stadium filled with people. Galilee was densely populated at this time. And it was an international crowd, the word spreading widely into Gentile regions, those who were sick especially seeking him. Some large churches in populous areas today, or those who want to become large churches will hire marketing specialists to promote their churches. I wonder about this practice. Hey, in the business realm, if you have a good product to sell, by all means, market it. 

Here, though, Jesus needed no advertising budget, no bill boards, no ads on social media. He actually sought to limit his reach, often withdrawing from the crowd as we found in chapter one. He was the real thing who could bring real help like no other. No advertisement is necessary when a faithful church sticks to its message and, with the Holy Spirit’s help, preaches Christ with an aim to make disciples. 

B. Mark casts the crowd in a semi-negative light. They seem focused on one thing: their personal healing. They didn’t seem to have much interest in Jesus for his sake. There’s no evidence that once they were healed that many of them lingered. So intent were they on their own needs that Jesus viewed them as a threat to his personal safety. If people have been trampled to death for the sake of a few bargains on “Black Friday,” imagine the desperation of those seeking healing from debilitating and deadly illnesses! Our Lord even urged his disciples to make ready a getaway boat just in case the crowd pressed him too vigorously as to pose a threat to him. 

C. Since the recent decline in church-going in our land, there has been less of a false reason for people to attend or to join a church. There have been fewer “cultural Christians,” fewer CHRINOS: (Christians in Name Only). In many areas there is no perceived benefit to attending church; in some circles it is a detriment. Still, there are some whom we might place in the “crowd” category, those who out of habit or tradition or due to the spectacle of the worship show perceive some personal benefit in attending. I wonder if you have recently asked yourself why you attend church. Is it “the thing to do,” the respectable thing? Is it habit, upbringing, to see your friends? Is it the music or the pageantry? And I’m wondering if you are, perhaps, now hearing God’s call to seek him earnestly because he is great and glorious and worthy of our praise. Some in Jesus’ day did seek Jesus for his sake. Some did discern in Jesus something superior, something greater and better, something irresistible, something that fully satisfied their souls. These were no longer just “the crowd.” Mark refers to these as “disciples.” So we also see…
II. THE COMMITMENT OF THE DISCIPLES

A. Mark presents us with this second type of person showing interest in Jesus. These were the more committed. Oh, I’m sure they were as amazed and curious as the people in the crowd. I’m sure, as we saw in chapter one, that when Jesus spoke, they were alarmed. They heard the voice of God himself, the voice of his command and authority. These were the ones who responded positively to that voice, who recognized that they must obey his summons, that this voice was their Maker speaking to them. 

This helps to explain Jesus’ seemingly odd practice when it came to unclean spirits, to evil, demonic spirits that had somehow dominated the lives of some as to virtually take over their wills and their voices. “11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12 And he strictly ordered them not to make him known.” There’s an irony here. The Pharisees, the educated, celebrated leaders of the Jewish faith did not recognize who Jesus was, while these wicked, unclean spirits did. Remarkable!

But Jesus silenced them. Why? Bible scholar Donald English points out that “If there was a ‘messianic secret’ it is because Jesus’ right to be known as the Son of God will be based on evidence much deeper than the parables, healings, and exorcism.” He didn’t want these demons to be testifying about him to the people. 

B. But some were responding. A “disciple” was a student, a follower, one who was committed to a certain teacher or rabbi, and had obligated him or herself to both learn and imitate the master. Does that describe you? Would others be convinced of this as they observe your life and habits, your desires and earnest pursuits? “Oh, there goes that follower of Jesus! She’s always talking about him. And it shows in her kindness and honesty, her sacrificial love for others; the way she patiently relates to her family.” 

C. Jesus was drawing people in to a dynamic relationship with himself. His miracles of healing and releasing the demon possessed demonstrated both his power and willingness to save. But his goal was to save all who came to him in faith and obedience, to save them from the real threat of their own sin and estrangement from God, to save them from sinning, not just from the consequences of their sin.

And then there was a third type of people, and these were his apostles.   
III. THE CALLING OF THE APOSTLES 


A. The clear record from all of the gospels is that, from all his followers or disciples, Jesus selected twelve. Why does he single out twelve? Well, the number twelve was clearly a signal that Jesus was calling forth and creating the new people of God, the new Israel. Old Israel grew out of the twelve sons of Jacob, the twelve patriarchs who gave rise to the twelve tribes. Now, Jesus was setting apart these twelve who were all disciples, yes, but whom he named “apostles.” 

“13 And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him. 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17 James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.” 

B. A disciple is a “student or learner” as we said. But an apostle was something more. The term “apostle” means “one sent with a commission.” J.C. Ryle is surely right when he notes: “Our Lord’s twelve apostles beyond doubt were a distinct order of men. They had no successor when they died.” And there were no successors to the apostles. The first of the twelve apostles to die was James, the brother of John. You will note that the eleven made no move to replace him. The office of apostle was for a limited time, for founding the church as his official spokesmen. 

C. Oddly enough, though, some in our day are claiming that they are now new apostles, with the same rank and authority as the twelve! Their absurd argument is that we have recently passed into the era of “the last days,” and that things will become so difficult that God has raised up new apostles through whom he is giving new revelation that his church will need to navigate these “last days.” Some refer to this recent movement as a “New Apostolic Reformation.”

The reason this claim is nonsense is because the Bible plainly states that we have already been in the “last days” since the resurrection of Christ. But the danger of this claim is that the word of an “apostle” was equal in authority to Scripture itself and must be obeyed. This opens God’s people to grave spiritual abuse, for these self-proclaimed new apostles cannot be denied or corrected. And the danger may be closer than you think with one of these New Apostolic Reformation groups operating in our area. Those who claim to be apostles today are delusional, either deceivers or self-deceived. The kindest answer when someone claims to be an apostle is to say, “No, you are not an apostle. There are no new apostles today.” 

D. But notice the threefold promise to our Lord’s true apostles: 1) they would be with him, 2) he would send them to preach, and 3) they would have authority to cast out demons. 


1. They would be with him. For three years they would be with him as his closest disciples and confidants, with him to the end. And he would appoint them as his witnesses to the world, especially of his resurrection which finally validated all of his claims and promises. Our New Testament, including the gospel of Mark which we have been studying, is the authorized record about Jesus through these apostles he appointed. 


2. They would preach. Of course, their preaching turned the world upside down and eventually converted both the Roman emperor and empire. One notes their enduring influence: “The names of a few Jewish fishermen are known and loved by millions all over the globe, while the names of many kings and rich men are lost and forgotten.” God’s people still hear his voice through his living and active Word as the apostles still preach Christ though God’s appointed pastors and ministers. 

3. But what about their casting out demons? Was this only for a certain age? The sign gifts of miracles, tongues, and healings, for example, which had always been given to authenticate God’s true messengers and their message, these sign gifts have become unnecessary since both his messengers and his message in Scripture have been authenticated for all time. These sign gifts are obsolete and have passed.

But what about casting out demons? Are demons still possessing and controlling people today? Undoubtedly they are, but not in this same fashion. J.C. Ryle wisely noted well over a hundred years ago: “Every age has its peculiar temptations. Many are the devices of Satan.” 

E. There is, I think, a quite common form of demonic enslavement, one that we currently hear about all the time. It is the enslavement of addiction. The Latin root of the word “addict” means “given over,” as in “one given over as a slave.” But a “slave” to what? We might say alcohol or fentanyl or smoking or some other substance or practice. But if these addictions are both enslaving and destructive of bodies, souls, and relationships, um, is this not ultimately the work of the evil one, the supreme “unclean spirit”? And is this not one of the most common “devices of Satan” in our day? Is not the demonic practice of taking over a person’s mind and will being accomplished through the enslavement of addiction? That would mean that the apostolic work of casting out demons which extends to the church in all ages would include breaking the spell, the power of this demonic work of addiction that is destroying lives and families on a regular basis. 


Enslaving addictions of every variety must be seen for what they really are, must be evaluated in this demonic context. And we must also recognize the absolute power and authority of Jesus the Christ, the Son of God to overthrow this enslavement of the evil one. Much that passes for therapy or counsel for addictions completely ignores this central, spiritual dynamic and ignores the Savior who can decisively intervene. And this may explain the dismal failure rate of positive change among those who have been afflicted with these binding addictions. We will look more closely at this when we get to chapter five.
CONCLUSION

Our text ends on a sour note with the last of the apostles, Judas, “who betrayed him.” It is a reminder that not all were warm toward Jesus, and that even some who were quite close rejected him in the end.

And it represents a call to us, to draw near to him, to pray and plead with Jesus to call us close to himself and keep us close to himself. It points us as his church and as his disciples to plunge into the glorious work of proclaiming him and defeating the many, enslaving devices of evil one. 

Though there are no new apostles today, the apostolic call and work still applies to his church in every age. “14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to cast out demons.” (
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