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A. On April 26, 2006, nine people were riding in a Taylor University van on I-69 in Michigan when a semi truck crossed the median striking their vehicle. Five of the passengers died. In the chaos that followed, two, blonde, female students were misidentified. An emergency worker clipped a dead girl’s ID on a girl who was injured but alive. Laura Van Ryn was killed, while fellow student Whitney Cerak suffered head injuries. Her face was covered in bandages, and she remained in a coma for weeks. 


The Cerak family mistakenly mourned the loss of their “daughter,” held a funeral, and buried the wrong body in her grave. The Van Ryn family kept vigil in the hospital beside the wrong girl. Five weeks later, a therapist asked the girl, who still could not speak, to write her name. She wrote “Whitney.” 

B. This has to rank as one of the strangest cases of mistaken identity. But the Bible contains more of the same. After our first parents fell into sin, God gave the promise of a Champion whom he would send to destroy their evil enemy, crushing the serpent’s head. It is probable that Eve thought that her firstborn, Cain, was that champion, misidentifying him as the promised Messiah. She was mistaken. And the Old Testament presents many great men who were likewise mistaken for the Messiah: Abraham, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and King David, for example.  

But these men were merely types, shadows of the greater Prophet, Priest, and King who was yet to come, Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. In these foreshadowings we also gain a sense of Jesus’ mission and what his work would accomplish. Even Israel herself was a type of the church, the people of God. So we can read the Old Testament with great anticipation. For there we see in living color a budding picture of our hope and future, and, sadly, a measure of disappointment as well. All of these types and shadows were inadequate. And we see this on display in our text for this evening. 

Finally the right man, the “man after God’s own heart,” is on the throne of Israel. God’s promise to him and to his people is coming together. And in this text we see not only a representation of our future, but the realization of God’s plan. 
I. WE WILL ENJOY UNITY.


A. The time leading up to the rise of Samuel, Saul, and David, was one of the worst in the history of Israel, certainly up to this point. The book of Judges is a distressing, depressing look at the squandered promise of God. Sure, they were living in the Promised Land. But they were disobedient, often devoted to idolatry, and clearly disunified. They were twelve independent tribes more than a single nation. Sometimes they even went to war against each other. At one point, they devolved into a form of wickedness that rivaled that of the doomed cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

B. But here we see God’s working to realize their unity as one nation, a fragile unity that would only endure for less than a hundred years. 


“Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh. 2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’ ” 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.” 


They gave several reasons why they were now at last coming to embrace David as their king. The most important, of course, was that “the Lord said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’” If this is true, one wonders what took them so long. But, here at last, they were the unified people of God. 

Something like this also happened later in the days of the early church, after Christ’s ascension and the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit. In Acts 2 we read this summary: “42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.”

C. Here we see our future more fully realized: Christ’s church, God’s people together, unified around our Lord Jesus. And I would argue that Christ’s church IS unified as Jesus prayed in John 17. Oh, we see many denominational labels. We see literally thousands of denominations around the world, some quite small, some only one independent congregation or two. But Christ’s true church, the church “invisible” is unified by their abiding union through the indwelling Holy Spirit. And in the end, the “invisible” church of all who have believed on Christ will become visible forever. The outward division and disunity that separates peoples and even family members will be overcome in an abiding fellowship of love. And as God’s unified people…. 
II. WE WILL INHERIT A CITY.


A. The people of God began in an intimate garden and will end up in a vast city. This also is depicted in our text. “
6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who said to David, “You will not come in here, but the blind and the lame will ward you off”—thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 7 Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David. 8 And David said on that day, “Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack ‘the lame and the blind,’ who are hated by David’s soul.” Therefore it is said, “The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.” 9 And David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built the city all around from the Millo inward. 10 And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him.”

Jerusalem had once been conquered in the days of Joshua long before. But in the chaos of the time of the Judges, apparently it was lost again to the Jebusites. David selected this city as his own capital. It was a city on the border of two tribes, so, in a sense belonging to no one, and thus could become a unifying city that was called “the city of David.”  

B. In the last chapters of the book of Revelation we find the New Jerusalem descending from heaven. This final city, vast and expansive, is large enough to accommodate all of God’s people forever, so secure that its gates are never closed. 

And God is already in the process of gathering the inhabitants of that city, those who will live there forever. This we also find in the book of Acts. Old Jerusalem was the home base of the early church, and it was being transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit, as we read in Acts 4: “32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.” 

We find another joyful dynamic of God’s people prospering under the right leader.
III. WE WILL ENJOY FAVOR WITH OTHERS.


A. Israel had been, for the most part, surrounded by hostiles up to this time. But now even outsiders began to recognize God’s favor to Israel through the good and capable man God had appointed. “11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, also carpenters and masons who built David a house. 12 And David knew that the Lord had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.” 


B. We may not appreciate the stunning nature of this development. David had been a warrior since he defeated Goliath. He had led God’s people in to battle. He had spent some time under the domination of the Philistines when he was on the run from Saul. But here, another foreigner on the northern border, a natural enemy, has become an ally, has recognized and admired David’s superior leadership. 

And we find such admiration often taking place in God’s New Covenant people. In Acts 5:12-13 we read this of the new church in Jerusalem: “12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem.”

C. I feel so sorry for unbelievers, for they are truly clueless and do not know what they are doing. They honestly do not understand the first thing about the world we live in, the first thing and most important reality, that God has made us and will hold us accountable to his law. And it is embarrassing, for even while they are utterly clueless, they strut about and pretend to be the architects and innovators of a new order. They pretend to understand all of life. They try to gather followers. They call themselves “influencers,” and they often do influence others, even while they have no idea of what it’s all about, of what they are doing, of where they are going, and to Whom the will give an account to in the end. These so-called “leaders” and “influencers” are truly “the blind leading the blind,” and we need to pity and pray for these shockingly ignorant, utterly lost and deluded excuses for guides and gurus.


D. At the same time, we should feel great joy and gratitude. For God has told us who we are, why we are here, where we are going, and to whom we will give an account in his Word. This is not secret knowledge only for the insiders. It is no accident that the Bible is the most published book in the history of our planet. The Bible is widely, freely available to almost everyone in the world, now downloadable for free in most languages. For a time, Jesus spoke in parables so that only his discerning followers could know the truth: "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’”  (Luke 8:10). But now he has commanded us to publish the gospel to every creature, in the hope that some of these influencers and their influenced might find true life and wisdom in the Son of God. And…

IV. WE WILL PREVAIL OVER ENEMIES. 


A. Those stubborn, recalcitrant, proud and arrogant enemies, the Philistines, finally gave way under the man whom God appointed.  

“17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David.” They knew of David and his abilities. They were alarmed and so decided to act quickly. “But David heard of it and went down to the stronghold.” (Probably the high city of Jerusalem.) “18 Now the Philistines had come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. [South of Jerusalem] 19 And David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will you give them into my hand?” And the Lord said to David, “Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into your hand.” 20 And David came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said, “The Lord has broken through my enemies before me like a breaking flood.” Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim. 21 And the Philistines left their idols there, and David and his men carried them away.” You may remember that long before David or Saul, Israel had superstitiously taken the Ark of the Covenant into battle with the Philistines, but they were defeated and the Philistines captured the Ark and took it home with them. Now, the shoe is on the other foot. 

But the enemy regroups and tries one more time. “
22 And the Philistines came up yet again and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23 And when David inquired of the Lord, he said, “You shall not go up; go around to their rear, and come against them opposite the balsam trees. 24 And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then rouse yourself, for then the Lord has gone out before you to strike down the army of the Philistines.” 25 And David did as the Lord commanded him, and struck down the Philistines from Geba to Gezer.” This was a decisive victory, and we do not hear much out of the Philistines after this. 

B. And God’s people will face the hatred of those who oppose them. This was supremely true, of course, of our Savior who was hated and murdered by the religious leaders of his day. It continued on through the new church in Jerusalem and elsewhere, yet with a twist. We defeat our enemies through love. Our genuine love for and honest behavior toward our enemies either silences them in shame or it calls them to join us and to come into the family of God. This we read in Acts 5:41-42. After being arrested and threatened by the Jewish high court, the apostles “left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.” And notice this from Acts 6:7: “And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.”

C. This is the power of the gospel, to transform God’s people so that they love their enemies and do good to those who mistreat them. The watching world senses the reality of God’s presence and work in our lives, and some of them want to join us. They see a superior quality of life unattainable anywhere else in the world and are attracted to it. In this way, God enables us to conquer our enemies by making them our friends and spiritual family members. Amazing! 
CONCLUSION


If you’ve been following in your Bible, though, you know that I have skipped over verses 13-16. Here we find something NOT commendable regarding “the man after God’s own heart.” Whether it was pride of position or the simple greed of uncontrolled lust, David increased his lovers. 


“13 And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he came from Hebron, and more sons and daughters were born to David. 14 And these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.” You notice that the writer merely reports on this development without approving or disapproving comment. Surely David would have known that in Deuteronomy 17:17 God had commanded of the king: “And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.” And we will soon find that David’s disobedience in this regard and his failure to bridle his arrogance and/or lust would lead to his downfall. 

Stories like these hold two distinct advantages for us. On the one hand, positively, they excite us concerning our eternal prospects. Today, to some degree, and someday in complete fullness, we will enjoy unity with God’s people in the city God is preparing as he draws former enemies into the fold and they become part of God’s forever family.

But while stories like these excite us for the future, they also expose the inevitable disappointment of this fallen world. We must not misidentify David or Moses or Abraham or any leader today as God’s Savior and Messiah. That honor and authority belongs only to Jesus. Those who look for perfection and fulfillment in this life are going to be disillusioned and disenchanted again and again. 

And in both of these instances, these stories will increase our longing for the abiding glory of the age to come. They increase our love for God for his mercy and kindness in including us in his astonishingly wonderful future in Christ. ( 
____________________________________________________________________________________________


