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A. A couple had two sons. One was an optimist while the other was a pessimist. It frequently caused conflict between them. So the parents sought the advice of a counselor. He suggested they do this: “In one room, place the best toys money can buy and put the pessimist in that room. In the other room, make a big pile of horse manure, and put the optimist in that room.” So they did it. After a short time they walked into the room with all the toys and found the pessimist crying. “Why are you crying?” they asked. “Well, I know that someone will come and take all these toys away from me.” They went into the room with the heap of manure to find the optimist excitedly digging into the pile. “Why are you digging?” they said. “Oh,” the optimist replied, “there’s got to be a pony in there somewhere!” 

An optimist, so the saying goes, sees the glass half full. A pessimist sees the glass half empty. And an engineer sees the glass overly-designed for the quality of the water. An optimist sees a light at the end of the tunnel. A pessimist is sure the light will soon go out. And a realist recognizes that the light is of a train. 

B. One’s general outlook, positive or negative, probably has much to do with their view of the future. Actually, Christians tend to think of the future from different perspectives, depending on how they view the “millennium” spoken of in Revelation 20, a thousand-year period where Satan is bound and unable to deceive the nations.  Those who fall in the Postmillennial camp argue that at some point in time, the millennium will begin (or has begun) and that things will just get better and better till Christ returns. Those in the Premillennial camp say that the millennium will begin AFTER Christ returns, and that things will only get worse and worse until Jesus comes back to rescue us and punish the wicked. And the Amillennial view sees this thousand year period as a long time, not necessarily 1,000 years, the entire church age, where the church and the world continue to work against each other, and Christ will return to restore all things at the time God has appointed. Generally speaking, the first is optimistic, the second is pessimistic, and the third claims to be realistic. 

All that aside, though, we must not forget what ultimately happens in the end. All agree that Christ returns, that evil is vanquished, and that joy and great glory will reign among the redeemed with never-ending increase. And it is this constant hope that must grip us and empower us always. 

C. We’ve been taking our cues from David as God’s appointed king of all Israel, and as a type, a foreshadowing, of Christ as head of the new Israel, the true Israel of God, the church. David would eventually ascend to the throne of the unified tribes. He would vanquish their enemies and secure the borders ushering in peace and prosperity to all. The Promised Land would reveal its promise, as the Lord God created this island of blessing in the midst of a whole world under his wrath and curse for sin. And what we must see is that God is doing the same for us. Individual believers, covenant families, and faithful churches are living in this blessing, growing in grace and expanding in true peace and joy as the living Christ reigns over us. That’s not optimism: it’s the fullness of realism, for God always keeps his promises, and his promises all are glorious. So first…
I. WE MUST NOT FEAR THE ENEMY. 


A. In the Bible, the “fear of man” is #1) forbidden, #2) a sin, and #3) an idol. It is a denial of the fear of the Lord. When we properly fear the Lord, “fear” being “reverence mixed with love,” we fear no one else. When it comes to the wicked, in the psalms, we find the commands to “fret not” and to “envy not.” “Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers!” And the expressed reason for this in Psalm 37 is also given: “2 For they will soon fade like the grass and wither like the green herb.” Instead, we take our cues from our God: “3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 4 Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. 6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.” That is a psalm attributed to David. He may have been thinking of this very situation as he was in Hebron, waiting for the Lord, and the wicked were feverishly working to stop him. 

But they were not succeeding, and David could see that he was increasing while his rival was decreasing. “There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. And David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul became weaker and weaker.” And this only confirms what we found last time, namely, that the enemy is doomed. The apparent truce between Joab and Abner did not hold, and there was much warfare among the people. But Abner was losing, big time.

B. This warfare is a lamentable tragedy. But sadly, it is not uncommon. Church members, Christian families, whole churches, even denominations face disagreement and division. One unbelieving author wondered out loud why there were so many divisions in the church. His answer, completely faithless and wrong, was that the Bible itself was the culprit, that the Bible was internally inconsistent containing many errors that we need to recognize and repudiate. His proposed remedy was that we need to forget about the specific teachings in the Bible and approach Scripture in what he called a “Christo-centric” way. We should just ignore the details and go with the center, Jesus and his love: forgiveness, acceptance, and affirmation (you can probably see where this was going). 

C. But it isn’t the Bible that is corrupt, of course. It is the people who read it and bring their own sinful and self-centered agendas to it, their own preconceived philosophical systems. They then try to make the Bible say whatever they want it to say or what they assume it should say. 

These divisions did not start in the last century nor did they begin with the Protestant Reformation. Much of the Apostle Paul’s ink was spilt in writing to the churches and correcting errors, false teachings. And at one point, Paul himself explained the origin of these divisions and disputes, from 1 Corinthians 11:17-19: “But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.” The point is that false teachers will always try to infiltrate the church. And the mere pretenders in the church will fall under their spell. They will expose their unbelief by embracing these errors. But the faithful will remain true to God’s Word: “in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.” 

So we must not fear the enemy. Fret not and envy not. And secondly, 
II. WE MUST SEE THE BLESSING.


A. Living in this island of blessing, God was blessing his faithful people. God was keeping his promise by prospering David. “2 And sons were born to David at Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam of Jezreel; 3 and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 4 and the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, David’s wife. These were born to David in Hebron.” 


You remember that last time we talked about deciding whether a story in the Bible was merely “descriptive” or also “prescriptive”? In other words, does the biblical account just provide us with information or does it carry a mandate for us as well? For example, Jesus told the lawyer who asked about the greatest commandment the story of the Good Samarian (descriptive), but then he told the man to “go and do likewise” (prescriptive). I think you understand that when the Bible speaks of David accumulating several wives this is only descriptive and not prescriptive! 

B. But the focus on his many sons (he had more, and daughters as well) points to David prospering and his dynasty expanding. Many children would be a blessing from the Lord. (More than one wife, not so much.) This is just what kings did back in the day. They demonstrated their great power and privilege by not being content with only one wife, but with several. It was a measure of status. And one writer points out this would establish on the record those who might qualify to claim David’s throne. 



As a type or foreshadowing of Christ, this king setting the stage for the coming King of kings, we do not need a perfect example. And David, though commendable in many ways, was one of those very imperfect foreshadowings of Christ. Jesus had only one bride, his church. David’s departure from the creation order of one man, one wife should neither be commended nor copied, of course. Indeed, it was David’s complicated family that created several heartbreaking complications, which we will see later. David was a type of Christ, but we need not “sanitize” the text. Jesus is the only “hero” in the Bible. God’s Word “muddies up the faces” of all the other great men and women it describes. 


C. We should probably suspect the seeds of pride and arrogance in his action. Long before, the Lord had already given warning to those who would serve as kings in Israel in Deuteronomy 17:14-20: “When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.


18 "And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart 

may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.”  

D. What we can see by way of comparison, is that David and his family were increasing greatly. God had challenged Abraham to try to count the stars of heaven. And God said that his descendants would be more numerous than these. Today Jesus is bringing many sons and daughters to glory. We may forget that what began with 120 followers hiding in an upper room in Jerusalem has now grown into a global family of many millions, officially billions. Even though the church may witness some decline in various parts of the world, still there has been tremendous growth, and Christ is named and loved on every continent and in every country. 
III. WE MUST PRAISE GOD’S WISDOM.

A. Meanwhile, it is not going well in the other kingdom among those who have set themselves against the Lord and against his anointed. “6 While there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner was making himself strong in the house of Saul. 7 Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s concubine?”

Saul was dead. His harem was fair game. But Ishbosheth fretted that this was a potential power play by Abner. Ralph Davis explains: “In the Near East ‘the man who took over the harem of the deceased king thereby asserted his claim to succession to the throne.” Years later, when David’s favorite son Absolom did rebel against him and sought to take his throne, one of the first things he did was to publically go in to one of his father’s concubines. 


B. We do not know if this is what Abner was considering or not, but it does show the unsteady instability among the wicked. They themselves are untrustworthy, and so they cannot trust one another. Davis continues: “We simply do not know how far Abner intended to go in vying for the kingdom. Ishbosheth may have been a puppet and a weakling, but he was not stupid.” His complaint offended Abner, and effectively made him switch sides and abandon a sinking ship.   

“ 8 Then Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-bosheth and said, “Am I a dog’s head of Judah? To this day I keep showing steadfast love to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not given you into the hand of David. And yet you charge me today with a fault concerning a woman. 9 God do so to Abner and more also, if I do not accomplish for David what the Lord has sworn to him, 10 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.” 11 And Ish-bosheth could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him.”

C. Among unbelievers there can be no true peace, no lasting concord. When the self is the charge, when the self demands worship and obedience, no one else may stand in its way. The ungodly may call a truce from time to time if they think the outcome will be mutually beneficial. But it will only last until that perception changes. 


In the current situation, Abner was not ready to give up his privileged position, and Ishbosheth wanted to succeed his father as king. So they used each other to get what they wanted. But as soon as their ally became their rival, the truce was ended. And here we see God’s wisdom. He often uses the wicked to defeat the wicked. 


At the cross, the evil one incited wicked, self-serving men to hound Jesus to the cross. God himself did not directly put Jesus to death: he used the ungodly to do so. And by doing so, Jesus not only defeated sin and death and Satan, but his atoning work also sealed the doom of his enemies, while ensuring the salvation of his beloved elect. 

CONCLUSION


The kingdom of evil, the alliance of those who set themselves against the Lord and against his anointed effectively just fell apart. But this we can take to heart: it always will. It may not be today or this year or the next decade. But the wicked will not stand. Fret not and envy not. 


I am old enough to have practiced hiding under my desk at school in case of a nuclear attack on our nation. Nobody I knew had built a bomb shelter, but there was much fretting about a nuclear missile strike coming from the powerful, Soviet Union… which no longer exists! This cobbled together by force, this fearful “Union of Soviet Socialist Republics” fell apart in my lifetime, in relatively recent memory. Evil alliances are based not on love and mutual respect but upon fear and greed and mutual threat. And that is the shakiest of foundations. 

God in his sovereign wisdom often uses the turmoil and avarice of his enemies to accomplish his will, his plan. And while the wicked are eating each other, Christ is saving his people and building his church. The Son of God declared: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given unto me.” And it is in this unassailable assurance that we follow his command to “make disciples of all nations.” (  
____________________________________________________________________________________________


