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WHAT WE CAN EXPECT (1)
(1 Samuel 30:1-15)
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INTRODUCTION

A. For my first two years of college I attended a local community college. It was amazingly inexpensive, and I knew that I had several years of study ahead of me with little money in the bank. And it proved to be an important time as my professors were mostly atheists, one was a mystic, and many of my fellow students were unbelievers. And so it drove me to the study of apologetics and to practice personal evangelism among my fellow students. 

I finished up at a solid Christian college near Chicago, and one of the first courses I took from the Christian Education Department there was on inductive Bible study. During the course, we were asked about questions we might have regarding the practical aspects of the faith, and I asked a question that had been puzzling me. My question was this: “What does the normal Christian life look like?” The response was hearty laughter from the other students. They argued that each person’s walk with Christ would be different from others, so “the normal Christian life” would be impossible to define. 

B. What I was asking, though, in my clumsy attempt was this: “What can we or should we expect when we walk with Christ?” Expectations are of vital importance. Expecting unbroken success, ease of life, acceptance, affirmation, approval, and admiration from others is bound to lead to crushing disappointment. Low expectations are better, but they may inhibit motivation and may morph into apathy or discouragement. So expectations must be realistic, that is, conforming to reality. 

C. As we have been working our way through this Old Testament historical book, I keep thinking back to the promise in Romans 15:4: “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” It’s true that we must always take a Christ-centered approach to God’s Word. Jesus is concealed in the Old Testament and revealed in the New. At the same time, the characters in the Old Testament are our forebears. The Old Testament church is our church, too. And the saints of old serve us as examples, especially of those who trusted the Lord and found him faithful. James 5:17 reminds us that “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours….” 

So was David, and from him we might gather some clues regarding “the normal Christian life,” or what we might expect in our walk with Christ. As we work through this text this week and next, I want to compare it to a similar New Testament text from 2 Timothy 3 and 4. So since you have more than one finger, I suggest you keep one finger in 1 Samuel and another in 2 Timothy. And here we go:
I. GOD’S PEOPLE WILL FACE TRIALS.


A. The old proverb refers to “jumping out of the frying pan and into the fire.” It seems that David has just escaped one trouble only to arrive home to another, and this one much more serious.  “Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had made a raid against the Negeb and against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it with fire 2 and taken captive the women and all who were in it, both small and great. They killed no one, but carried them off and went their way. 3 And when David and his men came to the city, they found it burned with fire, and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him raised their voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep. 5 David’s two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and daughters.” Well, of course they would feel this way, who wouldn’t? 

Since all of the male defenders and protectors had been ordered into battle along with David, this city was easy pickings for the enemy Amalekites. And it explains why nobody was killed. Nobody offered any resistance. I don’t think we’ll go into the long-standing enmity between Israel and the Amalekites, except to say that Saul had refused God’s command to utterly wipe out the Amalekites, and it came back to bite them time and again. 

B. But the point is perhaps too obvious. In a hostile world that has been captivated by sin, God’s people will experience trials of many kinds. There will the “natural” trials suffered by all: storms and illnesses, accidents and so forth. But there will be the special targeted trials by the hostile world. And remember that David faced opposition from inside and outside the church, the people of God.

C. So did Paul, and he warns Timothy that he can expect the same. Let’s listen in from 2 Timothy 3:10: “10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted….” Well, there it is in black and white. Some people choose a “life verse,” a text that is particularly meaningful to them, a promise they cling to, or a challenge they aspire to. Probably in the history of the church, this has never been chosen as a life verse; this is a promise that has never been claimed: “12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted….”

It contains a universal positive applied to a conditional statement. If anyone fulfills this condition, then the consequent will always follow. Do you desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus? If you do, if you fulfill this condition, then you will necessarily receive the consequent, you “will be persecuted.” 

So, work this into your file of expectations when it comes to following Christ. You will endure trials, and more precisely, you will be persecuted. This is just a part of the “normal Christian life.” 


Here is another: 
II. GOD’S PEOPLE WILL RECEIVE INSTRUCTION 

A. This is good news. This ranks among the highest benefits of following Christ. God will instruct you. You open yourself to true truth. By submitting to Christ and submitting to God’s Word, you will understand who God is, who you are, why God made you, what has gone wrong, and how God has made it right. In the Old Testament dispensation of the covenant of grace, God spoke to his people in various ways. He gave his law through Moses from Mount Sinai. He sent other prophets when necessary. And when it came to day-to-day decisions of consequence, God agreed to provide guidance through the high priest, through the use of the urim and the thumim. The Bible does not explicitly describe these, but somehow God would speak, “yes” or “no” or “no answer,” and give direction to his people. “7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8 And David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue after this band? Shall I overtake them?” He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake and shall surely rescue.” 


B. Now in the New Testament dispensation, God has spoken his complete Word to us in Scripture. And it is the Bible that provides instruction and guidance to us. And this is among God’s most precious blessings to us: true truth. And Paul agrees. 


“12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” We have to feel a little sorry for unbelievers including the bragging big talkers and intellectuals. When it comes to the most important matters of life, they honestly do not know what they are talking about. They only go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. And we should never be intimidated by their boastful bragging. Rather, “14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

C. This is the verse that caused me to become a Biblical Studies major in college. Oh, I took other classes. But it is knowing Scripture that makes the man of God complete, equipped for every good work. I fear that we underestimate the great treasure we have in the Word of God. But the Psalmist knew the truth. Here is Psalm 147:19-20: “19 He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and rules to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his rules. Praise the LORD!” And here is Psalm 138:2: “I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.” Those are high recommendations! And they call for gratitude and worship that the Lord has revealed his Word to us.

So this also is part of the normal Christian life. This also is what we can expect in following Christ. God will make us wise in his Word.  And…
III. GOD’S PEOPLE WILL FIND HIS HELP.

A. Help for David and his men came from an unexpected quarter. “11 They found an Egyptian in the open country and brought him to David. And they gave him bread and he ate. They gave him water to drink, 12 and they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. And when he had eaten, his spirit revived, for he had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and three nights. 13 And David said to him, “To whom do you belong? And where are you from?” He said, “I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite, and my master left me behind because I fell sick three days ago. 14 We had made a raid against the Negeb of the Cherethites and against that which belongs to Judah and against the Negeb of Caleb, and we burned Ziklag with fire.” 15 And David said to him, “Will you take me down to this band?” And he said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me or deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to this band.”

B. Okay, first, let’s say the quiet part out loud. The Amalekites practiced slavery! Does that surprise you? In recent years we were led by some to believe that America first invented slavery in 1619, that it was unknown before that time, that slavery was a uniquely American invention, and that no other people in the history of the world had ever been guilty of practicing slavery. But the ancient Amalekites did. So did the other Canaanites and the Philistines. Likewise did the Egyptians. So did the Greeks. The Greek philosopher Aristotle dismissed the slave as a mere “living tool.” Honestly, every ancient society, including the tribes in North America practiced slavery. Also the tribes in Africa. And all of the European nations. Slaves made up a large percentage of the Roman Empire. Israel practiced slavery, though, according to the Law of Moses, slavery was highly regulated, and Hebrews could only pass into slavery to one another by choice. 

Slavery according to skin color was not practiced in the ancient world and could not have been widely practiced before ships had been designed that were capable of travel from one continent to another, large enough to carry many bodies, roughly starting in 1400 A.D. Slaves were drawn mostly from conquered peoples or from prisoners of war. Skin color was irrelevant. 

And look at the way these Amalekites treated their slaves. This Egyptian had grown ill, so they left him for dead. And why did the Amalekites capture all the women and children from Ziklag? Obviously to serve as slaves, to them, or to be sold to others. 

Slavery according to skin color is the deepest stain on American history. But it was not unique. And America fought a costly war to abolish slavery voluntarily. 


C. God’s help came in the unexpected form of this Egyptian slave. He became their guide who led David and his men to the Amalekite camp and to the rescue of their people and families. We should understand that God is with us and has promised his help. This we must also incorporate into our understanding of the normal Christian life. We should expect and depend upon God’s help, for without it, of course, we are finished. Again, we are not quietists who merely lounge and recline and wait for God to do everything. God has appointed means. God has granted the privilege of our being his co-laborers, which involves, well, labor. It comes with the promise that our labor in the Lord is not in vain. God will make it fruitful, God will help us.

And Paul reminded Timothy that the Lord had helped him. “14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” Long before Timothy had been evangelized, he had been taught the Scriptures by his Jewish mother. It’s not clear when Timothy from Lystra or his mother became Christians, but her instruction of him in the Jewish Scriptures laid the foundation for the word of Christ to bring things altogether. God had been helping Timothy even before he had been born again. The faithful ministry of Christian parents teaching and training in the Word and ways of God is clearly some of the greatest help God provides through human agency. 

John Newton who fell into sin and who once captained a slave ship was converted and eventually became a Christian pastor and hymnwriter. Before he fell away, however, his God mother had steeped him in the Scriptures and in Christian doctrine. By the age of six he had committed the Shorter Catechism to memory. When he was converted, with that previous foundation, he leaped with giant bounds in advancing in the faith. And God used him as pastor and mentor to William Wilberforce, to help abolish the slave trade in England. 
CONCLUSION


So here are some rightful expectations we can assume as a part of the normal Christian life. 


We will suffer trials, even the opposition of some. Satan means them for evil while God means them for our good. 

We will receive instruction, truth, alien wisdom that is unavailable from this darkened world. The Word of God is our greatest resource and the primary means of grace.

And we will receive God’s help. Jesus taught us to pray for help for body and soul, for discharging our Christian duties and for extending the Christian gospel. His help may come from unexpected sources. Much of his help he has already implanted in us. 

But in all these matters we can be sure that God is with us, that God will keep his promises, and that God will have his way. And isn’t it wonderful to be a Christian?! ( 

____________________________________________________________________________________________


