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THE MESSIAH-KING
(1 Samuel 16:14-23)
SUBJECT: 
F.C.F: 
PROPOSITION: 

A. Yesterday, perhaps today, various groups or families participated in Easter egg hunts. We did so as children when I was growing up. Except that we did not have the hollow, plastic eggs. We used the real ones that we had decorated earlier in the week. We would take turns hiding them in the house in as creative ways as we knew how, and then the others would go hunt them. Sometimes we did not find them all back. But in a few days we could at least tell which room they were hidden in…by the smell. 

When we read God’s Word, we likewise are on a hunt. Since Jesus is the focal point of the whole Bible, we seek to locate him and behold his glory on every page. So it’s at this point in our text that we must be careful not to reduce God’s Word to a set of rules or a display of examples, bad or good, some to avoid and others to imitate. It’s true that we find here a stark and dramatic contrast between the first and the second kings of Israel, one bad, the other good, but both of them, we will find, also quite human, fallen, and a mixed bag. And it is helpful to recall that the Bible was written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit by various men who were telling the story God gave them, but also shedding divine light on the account as well. 


B. So while we can consider the stories of Saul and David to be moral examples for our instruction, we also need to ask why God is telling us this message and in this particular way? Is there something more here than just a lesson in proper behavior? And God’s Word gives us important principles for understanding and applying his Word in general, and stories like these in particular. 

In our study of Ephesians 2 last Sunday morning in we noted this from verses 19-20: “19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone….” Notice the precise order. The foundation of our faith is God’s self-revelation through his apostles and prophets, now fully and finally enscripturated for us in the Old and New Testaments. But what is the main theme of God’s self-revelation? What is it all about? To what does it point? What is the thread that holds the whole thing together? Well it is God’s Christ or Messiah. It is the incarnate Son of God in Jesus who is himself the cornerstone. 

C. So beyond noting that Saul was bad and we should not be like him and David was good and we should be like him, this story of Saul and David is held together by, and directs us to Christ Jesus. “Christ,” of course, is the Greek translation of the Hebrew “Messiah,” and both terms mean “anointed one.” And recall that David was anointed to be the next king of Israel. And he was the approved “man after God’s own heart.” He himself was not God’s promised Messiah, but he was a foretaste, a shadow, a type of the One who was to come. 

So while it is true that we can see pictures of God’s law in action (or being violated) in the various characters in the Bible, and we can learn from their positive or negative examples, the greater purpose is to gain a deeper and richer view of God’s Messiah, our dear Lord Jesus Christ, so that we come to know him, adore him, honor, and love him more and with greater affection. David is an imperfect “type” of Christ. We cannot commence the study of his life and trials without a deeper focus on our Lord and Savior. Just three basic points from our text:

I. THE MESSIAH-KING BRINGS JUDGMENT.

II. THE MESSIAH-KING GRANTS MERCY.

III. THE MESSIAH-KING IS GOD’S SERVANT.    
I. THE MESSIAH-KING BRINGS JUDGMENT.


A. Saul is now under God’s judgment. And the heart of God’s judgment is both his rejection of Saul as king, and his replacement with another. David is the other. The contrast from verse 13 to verse 14 is telling. Verse 13 says, “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.” So, literally, David is A “messiah,” one anointed by God. But he is not THE Messiah, of course. Saul had similarly been anointed, but he had disqualified himself by his disobedience and rebellion. And “the Spirit of God rushed upon David from that day forth.” He was now called and empowered by the Spirit of God.

Contrast this with Saul in verse 14: “Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul….” So, at the same time that the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon and remained with David, the same Spirit of God withdrew from Saul. He had fallen under God’s disfavor and judgment. 

B. Let me ask you an important question. Do you believe this is what actually happened, as the text says? Do you believe that the Holy Spirit of God actually rushed upon David, equipping and empowering him, while the Holy Spirit of God left Saul and he was no longer empowered by God? Or do you think that this was just something natural, something psychological. Do you think, rather, that David was anointed by this great man, Samuel, and was told this astonishing news that he would become the next king, and it had an effect upon him similar to the impact on those who attend a Tony Robbins seminar or that of some other motivational speaker, and he was just really excited, really pumped up, as anyone might naturally be? And those around him were superstitious and thought that he must have been infused with some spirit? So they mistakenly attributed this to the Spirit of God? 

But, of course, we moderns know better, and understand that this was all purely natural or psychological, that no supernatural work of any almighty Holy Spirit of God would be necessary to fill a bold young man like David with even greater enthusiasm? 

So was the biblical writer wrong? Was he only speaking from his limited perspective, having never taken an Intro to Psychology class or studied Freud or Jung or Carl Rogers and so mistakenly interpreted something purely natural and psychological to the supernatural work of God? 

We should beware. Critics of the Bible would love to pull a fast one here. They would want to separate the Bible’s report of events from the biblical writers’ interpretation of those events. They might allow that the event was reported accurately, but that the interpretation of the event was hopelessly colored by the limited perspective, the ignorance, the superstition of the biblical writer. “We know better now. We can correct the pre-scientific, prehistoric views of these writers whose limitations led them to serious errors. David was simply jazzed, pumped up emotionally by the report of Samuel, while poor Saul was naturally demoralized and plunged into depression by his own failures and by Samuel’s vote of no confidence. Honestly, the Spirit of God rushing or departing had nothing to do with any of this. That’s just the interpretation of this pious but confused and primitive writer who could only be a product of his times.” 


And so the next part must also be rejected, according to these skeptics: “and a harmful spirit from the Lord tormented him.” “Nope. No way. We all know that God is only love, love, love, and all about butterflies, daisies, and sunshine. This was, again, only the clumsy way the limited, biblical writers tried to account for this depressive change coming over Saul. We all know, of course, that there are no harmful spirits, but rather Saul was suffering some psychosis. Perhaps in battle some enemy had conked him on the helmet, and he suffered a concussion. And now he had a brain disorder that the heartless, ignorant biblical writer assumed was due to the mischief of a harmful spirit sent by God.” 


C. I apologize for this lengthy excursus, but you should be aware that the universities and even many seminaries are filled with atheistic scholars who have approached the Bible with an anti-supernaturalist bias. Assuming there is no God and so embracing the impossibility of anything supernatural, they have then employed their intellectual powers to dismantling, dismissing, and reinterpreting any supernatural element in Scripture as a purely common (or mythological) event that can be and must be understood as something utterly natural. And their influence has been wide and relentless, and we may also from time to time have been infected with their deceptions. 


Let me give you an example. Here’s a description of these verses by Kenneth L. Chafin, a popular Southern Baptist preacher in large Baptist Churches who also taught in two seminaries, including one Southern Baptist seminary. This is from his commentary produced by a standard, evangelical publishing house, copyright 1989. 


“Into the void of Saul’s life “a distressing spirit from the LORD troubled him” (v. 14). At the time, it was commonly believed that all physical and mental illness was caused by evil spirits. The Israelites were so frightened of dualism (the idea that good and evil have different sources) that whatever happened was attributed to God. This is why the cause given for Pharaoh’s changing his mind about freeing the people was that God had hardened his heart (Ex. 7:3). It was their way of insisting that God was sovereign in all things. In this verse, Saul’s mental illness is given as a sign that the Spirit of the Lord had left him.” (p. 125)


Notice that Chafin separates the event from the interpretation. The event was that Saul suffered mental illness (something natural). The interpretation of the biblical writer was that the Spirit of the Lord had left him (something supernatural). That’s how he saw it. But we know that he was limited by his superstitious, pre-scientific worldview. And, of course, we know better now. 

D. We should remember that the inspiration and authority, the inerrancy of Scripture does not apply only to the event. It also applies to the biblical interpretation of that event. The Holy Spirit who rushed upon David and withdrew from Saul is the One who inspired these words. I think the Holy Spirit knew what he had done and could competently explain what had happened. 

And likewise, the gospels tell us repeatedly that Jesus cast evil spirits out of people. The anti-supernaturalists declare this to be impossible, superstitious nonsense. So who should we believe? 


By the way, lest we missed it, the biblical writer repeats the truth for emphasis. “14 Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the Lord tormented him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting you.”

Once we start correcting the supposed mistaken interpretations of the biblical writers, there will be no end in sight. Let me point to one that is dividing the church left and right. Some men are attracted to men, some women are attracted to women. The Bible consistently declares and interprets this as part of the sinful condition of our fallen race, and that these desires are sinful and to act on them is likewise sinful. But, if the biblical writers were just ignorant, naïve, limited, and pre-scientific, then we should feel the perfect liberty to correct their interpretation of these events. This has led some even to make the astonishing claim that the Bible never mentions homosexuality. 

E. But the point we need to see is that as Saul falls under God’s judgment for his rebellion and disobedience, it is the anointed one, the “messiah” with a small “m,” the new and rising king David who will be the instrument of God’s judgment. David will never lay a hand on Saul. He will even protect him from others. But at the same time, his rise spells Saul’s doom.

And our Lord Jesus Christ the “Messiah” with a capital “M” has done the same. Why do you think he was so hated by so many in his day? And it was especially the false leaders of Israel, from old Herod who slaughtered the babies in Bethlehem to the Pharisees whom he exposed, to the Sadducees whose boats Jesus definitely rocked. 

In his gospel, John gets right to the point. You know this verse: 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

But do you know what follows? 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

The Old Testament prophets, especially Zephaniah and Malachi warned of the coming “Day of the Lord.” The wicked would have their “day,” but it would not endure. In the end, God will have his day, and his day will determine all. For the righteous that day will be a day of joyful rescue, vindication, and salvation. But for the unrepentant it will be a day of dreadful darkness and unspeakable judgment. 


What the Old Testament prophets did not know so clearly is that God’s day would be in two stages between the first and second advent of his Christ. The first advent opened the door of salvation to all who would enter in. As John reported, God did not send his Son into the world (first advent) to condemn the world. It was unnecessary. The whole world was condemned already. 2 Corinthians 2:6 tells us “Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” And yet, even then, Christ’s coming revealed that God would keep his Word, his promises and his threats. 2 Corinthians 2:15-16 tell us: “For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?”

But note this also.
II. THE MESSIAH-KING GRANTS MERCY.


A. Saul has been rejected. David has been anointed. And yet God appoints David to provide relief to Saul as an act of mercy. 

“15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord now command your servants who are before you to seek out a man who is skillful in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you will be well.” 17 So Saul said to his servants, “Provide for me a man who can play well and bring him to me.” 18 One of the young men answered, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, and the Lord is with him.”

B. Jesus the Messiah brought mercy to sinners, even to the sinners who rejected him. He fed the multitudes in the wilderness, maybe as many as fifteen thousand. He healed many, all who came to him. Over his three year ministry he must have touched the lives of perhaps thirty to fifty thousand. And yet, how many believed? After the resurrection, only 120 gathered in the upper room. Still, had benefitted for thousands who did not believe on him. 

C. That’s an important reminder to us. Galatians 6:10 says, “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” Never think that caring and showing mercy to unbelievers is unnecessary or a waste of time. Peter declares in Acts 10:38 that Jesus was remembered as one who “went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” We should be known for the same. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that God saved us to do the good works he appointed for us. We are not saved BY good works, but he has saved us FOR good works, for these acts of mercy and compassion honor him. 

And thirdly, 
III. THE MESSIAH-KING IS GOD’S SERVANT.    


A. We can see God’s sovereign hand all over this text. “19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me David your son, who is with the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey laden with bread and a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them by David his son to Saul. [because one would never think of approaching a king without a gift] 21 And David came to Saul and entered his service. And Saul loved him greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him. 

B. The Lord sovereignly brought David his anointed into the presence of Saul whom he rejected. And Saul in a sense became dependent on David. David willingly served Saul. Even when Saul would later seek to kill him, David never retaliated, never lifted a finger against him. Rather, he faithfully served Saul. Even though he knew he was anointed by God to be Saul’s replacement, and he knew that God had rejected Saul, he patiently waited for God’s timing, serving him still. He understood that his calling, indeed the calling of all true humanity was to be a servant. In this he was only foreshadowing Jesus, the one who “came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) 
CONCLUSION


So in David we see an early picture of Christ the King. God was refining for us a type of the true King Jesus who would come to save us, the true “man after God’s own heart.” (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


