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CHRIST VICTORIOUS!
(Ephesians 3:1-13)
SUBJECT: Christ victory over sin and death.
F.C.F: What is the implication of Christ’s victory over sin and death?
PROPOSITION: Since Christ’s victory is a call to arms, we must fight for souls using the good news.

A. Many believers in the West are familiar with the British, Christian scholar and writer C.S. Lewis who died in 1963. Perhaps his most famous work is a series of children’s books, Christian allegories set in a magical land called Narnia. In the first book, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, one brother of four siblings has become a traitor, and his life was forfeit to the witch or devil-figure who served as an executioner. The Christ-figure, a lion called “Aslan,” offered to die in the boy’s place, himself paying the ransom to the witch-devil. But he was himself innocent, and so rose from the dead, a parallel to Christ’s atoning death and resurrection. 

It’s a fine story, but it is inaccurate in detail. The Bible nowhere suggests that sinners owe their lives as a payment to the devil for their sins. If anything, we all owe an unpayable debt to God, for he is the Holy One, supremely offended by our high-handed rebellion and sin. 


B. What is quite accurate in the children’s story is what happened next. After the Lion-Christ rose from the dead, the very next thing was…war! The Lion led his people to war against the forces of evil, against the terrible, cruel enemy who had long ruled the day. And that’s what we find in the Bible. Jesus empowered and commissioned his people to go and make disciples of all nations, which they did. But among those nations, the enemy had long held sway, keeping the people in darkness, leading them into degrading and destructive practices, glorifying depravity and death. And God’s people went forth with the good news of forgiveness and new life in Jesus. 

As you can imagine, the enemy was not pleased and struck back. And that’s what we find in the New Testament. Already at the end of the gospel of Matthew, for example, we find the enemy concocting a lie about Jesus’ resurrection. And the book of Acts describes the advance of the gospel all the way to Rome, the capital of the empire. But all along the way there was opposition, threats, imprisonment, and martyrdom. The book of Acts literally closes with Paul himself in a Roman prison, awaiting trial before the Roman Caesar. He writes his letter of Ephesians from prison and admits that he is “suffering.”

C. Christ’s resurrection from the dead, resurrection Sunday, is, of course, cause for great celebration. “Now we need not fear the grave, Jesus Christ was born to save.” Can anything be greater, more hopeful than this truth? And can anything be more urgent than to declare this truth, this good news, this gospel to every creature? It will be costly, it will be a struggle against deep-seated opposition. It will be a war. 

Christ’s victory means war. I’m afraid we may have been misdirected by the world who would make Christ’s resurrection about bunnies, baskets, and bonnets, when it’s really more about bullets, bombs, and bayonets, figuratively speaking. When Christ rose from the dead, he rose victorious. And now the risen Christ leads his people to war.
I. WE MUST PUBLISH GOOD NEWS.


A. Now please do not hear this wrongly. The war is against no other human being. We fight the spiritual forces of evil who have been destroying people. We love people, all people, every single one of them. We fight for them, not against them. So, again, “bullets, bombs, and bayonets” is figurative. We employ all our mighty weapons against unseen, spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

And our weapon with which we fight against these spiritual enemies and for the rescue of all people is truth, especially the good news of hope that Christ has achieved for us: forgiveness, reconciliation with God, a new heart and new way of life, and eternal dwellings in glory. 

B. Paul writes that he has been active in publishing this good news, but that the enemy has struck back, and now he is “a prisoner of Christ Jesus.” He is literally in prison for this good news. 

“For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”

C. Last time we found that the root of all division is human pride: “I or we are better than you because of (fill in the blank).” And we noted that God had set apart the Jews as the special objects of his love and care, and his palpable blessing in their midst was intended to draw all peoples, all nations to the Lord through them. Tragically, though, their sinful pride imagined that they were blessed because they were better. So they kept the Gentiles at arm’s length and despised them. 


So you can imagine their horror when Paul declares that now in Christ, all are joined together as one, all alike, Jews and Gentiles are “fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” Why, talk like that was enough to get you arrested! And it did! 


Now please understand that even though these proud Jews were indeed guilty of their sin, they were also influenced and enflamed by unseen, evil enemies. And the only hope of their release from enslavement to sin and to these invisible deceivers was the same good news that Paul preached. Their pride, their good works could not save them. But if they, too, would humble themselves, then they could step down from their futile, endless treadmill of trying to earn self-salvation through their good works. They could rest in Christ alone for salvation, the Son of God who gave his life to pay the penalty for the sins of his people. 

D. And that is our calling as well, some two thousand years later. Sinners still need Christ, the Savior. You need Christ the Savior. He invites you to step off the futile, endless treadmill of self-salvation through good works, and come and rest upon him alone. And it gets better. 
II. WE MUST DEMONSTRATE THE GOOD NEWS.


A. It’s not only about forgiveness, it’s about a new life, new desires, and a new goal or focus. Some point only to the penalty of sin as the real problem: “if you sin, you cannot go to heaven. You will go to hell when you die.” All true, more than we know, more than we can even understand at this point. But it’s not just the penalty of sin, it’s sin itself. It’s the sins we commit now that are destructive and degrading and dehumanizing. Our sin reveals us to be spoiled, petty little cowards. Sin ruins our relationships, with everyone, always. But worst of all, sin robs us of close fellowship with Christ and all of the joys and comforts he brings. 

B. But when we submit to Christ out of gratitude and love, he brings healing, new strength and a quality and nobility of life together that is unparalleled and unattainable in the world. Listen: 


“7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.”

Do you see that last line: “the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places”? Those are the enemies, those unseen evil personages who have been accustomed to having their say and their sway in the world. When we know Christ, when we find living hope and joy in him, when we come together in the loving fellowship of his church, we make known to these evil enemies the “manifold wisdom of God.” 

Do you see how astonishing this is? When God calls us together, and we love each other in the church, God himself serves notice on our unseen enemies. God calls them out through us. He reminds them that the clock is ticking and their end is certain. Luther wrote: “The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him, his rage we can endure, for lo his doom is sure. One little word shall fell him.”

C. When we do what no one else can do, when we by the power of the Holy Spirit love one another sacrificially, joyfully in his church, then, as our Lord Jesus said, “All men will know that we are his disciples.” And our unseen enemy will also know that he has lost, it will soon be over, “his doom is sure.” “[S]o that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” Christ’s resurrection was his battle cry, his call to arms, and he leads us into war victoriously. 

So we must publish this good news, we must demonstrate this good news, and…
III. WE MUST ENJOY THE GOOD NEWS. 


A. If sin is the disease, then salvation in Christ is the cure. And we must come to know the terrible impact of sin, that we might better appreciate the glories of salvation. I came up with an analogy to this long ago, and some of you have heard it before. Suppose a man goes to his doctor suffering from a terrible disease, a disease that twists and disfigures his body, creates continual pain, and will soon be fatal. And suppose the doctor says, “I have very good news for you. They have just discovered a complete cure for your disease. With just one treatment, you will be in perfect health, everything well again, and you will go on to live to a ripe old age!”

And suppose the person replies, “Doctor, you don’t understand. I like the disability. I like the disfigurement. I like the pain. I just don’t want to die.” We would consider this person to be insane. 

B. And yet that’s what many professing Christians seem to want! They are rather fond of their sin, even though it leaves them guilty and ashamed, it ruins their relationships with others, and it causes them grief and pain, and makes them ugly. All they want is just not to go to hell when they die. 

Please don’t take this the wrong way, but any so-called “savior” who could only manage to get us to heaven, but who would be so weak or callous or uncaring to just leave us in misery for this present life is not, in my view, a very good “savior.” And that’s not our Lord Jesus Christ. He’s the whole package! He saves to the uttermost. “11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.”

You notice that Paul writes in the present tense. It’s not just that we will someday have access to God, to the Maker and Ruler of all things, but that we presently, right now have “boldness and access with confidence through faith in him.”

C. Again, think of the Old Testament temple. In the innermost chamber of the temple lay the Ark of the Covenant, covered by the “mercy seat.” God promised that he would dwell in the midst of his people above that mercy seat. He was close, but still at a distance. Because you know that only one man, only once a year, ever dared to enter that chamber. It was only the high priest who first had to be purified by blood, and he would pass through the curtain very briefly, just long enough to sprinkle a little blood on that mercy seat on the Day of Atonement. 

But now “we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.” Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ, cleansed by his blood, reconciled to God, and adopted as his own dear daughters and sons, we have access. We may enter into the innermost chamber to the very presence of God himself, not halting and hesitating, but with boldness and confidence. And there before his throne of grace, he hears us, he strengthens us, he equips and supplies us for the war. 
CONCLUSION


Paul David Tripp has written a great little book for married couples and for those preparing for marriage. He titled it: “What Did You Expect?” Because of unrealistic expectations, many enter marriage unprepared for the realities of one sinner married to another sinner and living in a fallen world. 

We might ask the same question with regard to following Christ, the Christ who gave his life on the cross and then rose from the dead in victory. What did you expect? Are you still thinking “bunnies, baskets, and bonnets”? Biblical reality suggests otherwise. 

Jesus rose to war. He commissioned his church to invade the world and take it back, to make disciples of all nations by preaching the good news of forgiveness and new life to every creature. His resurrection means bullets, bombs, and bayonets, listen, often aimed at us. But never mind, Jesus the Christ has already won the victory. His ultimate triumph is sure. Even death itself will be destroyed as God places all things under his feet. 
     “O death, where is your victory? 

      O death, where is your sting?” 


The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:55-58) (
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