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THE WAY TO RECONCILIATION
(Ephesians 2:11-22)
SUBJECT: Reconciliation to others through reconciliation to God.
F.C.F: What is the answer to all the division in the world?
PROPOSITION: Since Christ is our peace, we must live joyfully in that peace. 

A. A man surprises his wife with a bouquet of flowers, a dozen red roses. It’s not Valentine’s Day, nor her birthday, nor their anniversary. So what does this act mean? Actions require explanation. He has to say why he’s done this deed. It may be that he was sorry for some offense and was apologizing in this act. It may be that he was cheap and swiped them from a hospital room. Or it may be that he truly appreciated and loved his wife. But unless and until he says it, the action is without clear meaning. 

Actions occur all the time. People do things, big things or little things. But we need words to explain the meaning of these events. And the same is true of the events that God has done, recorded in the Bible. God does something: parts the sea, multiplies the loaves and fishes. But then he provides prophets and apostles to explain to us his intention in these works, what he means by these great acts. 

B. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. But thousands and thousands of other people came into the city as well, some walking, some riding. What did that mean? And five days later, Jesus was executed on a cross between two vile criminals. By all outward appearances, he must have done something terrible to merit such an end. The unbelieving, liberal scholar Albert Schweitzer declared that Jesus was a deluded visionary who thought God had called him to usher in the last age. But he was sadly mistaken, and died in despair. Is that what the cross of Christ meant? 

C. We need words, God’s Words, to interpret his great acts. And he has provided clear words in Scripture. Our text from Ephesians 2 delivers some of those words of explanation. They speak of the work of Christ, and God’s stunning design for his church, something unique, that is absolutely unattainable by the world. If you can believe it, God’s purpose in the church is to end the relentless divisions between people, to bring healing, reconciliation, and peace to those who were the bitterest of enemies. And the Bible is clear: there is no other true peace or reconciliation available, other than what Christ has accomplished for us and is creating in his church. 

So as we work our way through this text, we will see more clearly the great glory of what God is doing through Christ and his church, and what is our calling, aim, our purpose in belonging to his church. 

First, the bad news. We must 
I. RECOGNIZE THE ROOT OF DIVISIONS.


A. Ben Franklin joked that the only thing certain in life is death…and taxes. We could safely add, I think, division. I spoke in the jail about the great hope of Christ revealed in the book of Ephesians and how relevant its message is for today. I asked them if they knew of any divisions among groups of people in the world today. Among those present were whites, Latinos, and blacks. They looked around, and said, “Of course there are divisions in the world.” But why are there divisions, hostile divisions? The answer is not at all that obvious.

Paul writes of the primary division in the ancient world. “11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

B. God had chosen Abraham to be the father of the faithful. He further whittled his choice down to Jacob and his family, whom he renamed Israel. And God highly privileged this family and made them into a great nation. God settled them in the Promised Land and dwelt in their midst, their Provider and Protector. And so God created this division. Why? It was to show to sinners the wonder of his grace. Israel was to be a city on a hill, a light to the nations, to bring the knowledge of God to the ends of the earth. It started to happen during the reigns of King David and King Solomon: God’s people living under his lavish blessing so that all the nations around came to marvel at the Lord’s goodness and to hear God’s great wisdom. The temporary division, God setting his people apart for blessing, was to lead to unity as the nations would come and worship the Lord together with Israel. God had promised Abraham that all the families of the earth would be blessed in him.

C. But Israel somehow imagined that it was because of their own superiority that God had so favored and blessed them. They looked highly upon themselves and so looked down on all others. They actually escalated the division through pride. And that’s the real root of division today and in every age: human pride. “I am or we are better than you because of (fill in the blank.).” Oh, God truly had favored the Jews. He provided great advantages, chief of which was that he had spoken to them and had given his law and a system of sacrifices by which they could be forgiven of their sins and kept in right relation to him. And the Gentiles were separated from the promised, coming Christ and alienated from the commonwealth or nation of Israel. They did not know nor did they belong to the covenants of promise, and so they had no hope in the world. 

The division was real and deep and had a single cause: human pride. The Jews were like Julie Andrews in The Sound of Music singing: “But somewhere in my youth or childhood, I must have done something good.” “It was me, I did it, I achieved it, I deserve it, and you don’t.” 


But since this division is everywhere and is seemingly only growing today into what some are calling a new “tribalism.” What’s the solution? We must…
II. REST IN THE REDEEMER’S ACHIEVEMENT.

A. Jesus has achieved not only our salvation, as we saw last time, but the only true hope of reconciliation with others. Jesus is our peace with God first, and then he becomes our peace with others, in the church, and then in marriages, families, and even bringing peace to friendships separated by hurts and offenses, to neighbors and to nations. 

“13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” That’s the real problem. We all were far from God, estranged due to our sins, hostile to God, and under his wrath and curse. But when Jesus shed his blood on the cross to atone for the sins of his people he brought us near. He has reconciled us to God and other people. “14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace….” 

God had given Israel strict food laws and other rules about what they could and could not touch so as to mark them, set them apart as his holy people. And again, through pride, and because the Gentiles did not know these rules and so made no effort to keep them, the Jews imagined that they were somehow better than the Gentiles and kept them at a distance. And surrounding the temple, there was a literal stone wall erected to keep the Gentiles out. And Jesus came that he “16might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.” Though Jews had enjoyed an advantage that was intended to point them to Christ, now that Jesus the Messiah has come, their advantage was gone, and all alike, Jews and Gentiles are saved through Christ himself, without the need for circumcision or ceremonies or sacrifices. We are all brought near in Christ. In Christ, we are all at the same table now. We are the one household of God. 

B. So how does Christ abolish all division and kill the hostility? And why is the church the only hope of peace and reconciliation in the world? It’s pretty simple. Jesus neutralizes and destroys that sinful pride. He levels all of us. We are all alike condemned in sin, all the same, none exempted. That’s why he had to come to save, riding into Jerusalem and being lifted high on the cross. All alike are helpless in sin. There is nothing we can do to save ourselves, not one of us. 


And he levels us all in salvation. His blood has brought us near. No one comes to God except through trusting in Christ, in his shed blood, his sacrifice for our sins. If our good works could save us, then the cross was unnecessary, folly, a waste. All we would have needed was a good example, a life coach, and a pep talk. But he went to the cross of horror and shame, naked, torn to shreds, suffering for sinners there. And it is only through that cross that any, Jew or Gentile, might be saved. 


C. Paul asks this penetrating question in Romans 3:27-30: “27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one— who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.” We are all leveled due to sin, and God has leveled us all in salvation which is by grace through faith and not by our works, so that no one may boast. He has stolen away all our sinful pride in both sin and salvation. The basis of division is gone. And so only in Christ’s church can there be any hope of reconciliation, unity, and peace. 

Plainly said, apart from Christ there can be no real peace but only hostility. It may be a cold hostility or a hot hostility, but without Christ there is only hostility: toward God and toward others. To state it all too simply: No Jesus, no peace. Know Jesus, know peace. And it gets even better.  
III. REJOICE IN YOUR RICHES IN CHRIST. 

Jesus robs us of our pride (good riddance!), but he ever enriches us with his choicest blessings. 

A. We have been granted access to God. “17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.” Our Judge has become our Father in Christ. And that is intended with all the warm and wonderful connotations of a true Father, who loves, provides, protects, and delights to embrace us. We have access to almighty God, our Maker, the Creator of all things, and yet it is not awkward or strange, distant or detached, but is right up to his throne of grace, boldly. 

B. We have been settled into a family. “19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God….” That’s your local church: the household of God. We have fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers. Like any family, we have differences, of course. But in God’s family, we stick together, we talk out our disagreements and bless one another, and we are all the better and stronger for it. And with our pride extinguished we can be honest with one another and truly appreciate God’s work in each another. There is no posturing or pretending: all that is removed. I’m a ruined sinner saved only by the love of Christ, and you are the same: certainly no cause for boasting, only for gratitude toward God and grace toward one another. 

C. We have a firm foundation. “20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone….” That foundation, remarkably, is not Jesus himself! Rather it is God’s sure Word, the Scriptures. And note that the chief subject of the Scriptures, of God’s Word, is Christ Jesus the cornerstone. It all points to him. He is the aim and the fulfillment of the promise. In God’s Word we find all the correction and comfort that we need. For we as the family of God have been granted access to our Father. He speaks to us and makes us wise unto salvation.

D. And we have a high calling. “21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” The first temple was a building made of stone and wood. God promised to dwell in the temple and the people could come and meet with him. Then Jesus came, and he was God in human flesh. He himself was the temple. People could come and meet with God when they met with him. And now Jesus is seated at God’s right hand, but his Holy Spirit dwells in the midst of his gathered people, here among us now, and we are the temple of the Lord. We are the dwelling place of God. 
CONCLUSION


Where ever else in the world can you find anything close to this? Access to the Father, a true family, a firm foundation for our souls, and the high calling to be the temple of God, to the praise of his grace. Jesus destroys our sinful pride which maintained the hostility, and he lavishes upon us the riches of true life and godliness without measure! 

Stand in awe, give thanks, bless the Lord for his kindness in Christ! Hope in his unfailing promise! 


Ah, but what about differences that yet remain? Tall or short, weak or strong, sickly or robust, rich or poor, old or young, highly gifted or not as much? And yet in view of these lavish gifts we all share and enjoy, how can any of these other things matter? 

Let me give an analogy. The rich uncle dies, and in his will he leaves one million dollars to all of his nieces and nephews except for one. To that niece he leaves one million and one dollars. So do the rest of the cousins happily focus on their one million, or do they bitterly sulk and glower over the one extra dollar of the other? 

Access to God himself as our Father!

Settled into God’s forever family!


A firm foundation that cannot be shaken, God’s own Word!


And the highest calling: to be God’s temple, the place of his dwelling and blessing!


That’s the church! That’s what God provides when you trust in his Son and join his church. And there is nothing better than that! (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


