Putting It All Together:  An Intergenerational Study of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) in Thirteen Weeks

“CHRIST OUR PROPHET, PRIEST, AND KING”
Daily Devotional for Week 9 (WSC #23-26)             July 28-August 3, 2008
Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet [a], of a priest [b], and of a king [c], both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 

[a]. Deut. 18:18; Acts 2:33; 3:22-23; Heb. 1:1-2   [b]. Heb. 4:14-15; 5:5-6 

[c]. Isa. 9:6-7; Luke 1:32-33; John 18:37; I Cor. 15:25 

______________________________________________________

Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his Word [a] and Spirit [b,] the will of God for our salvation [c]. 

[a]. Luke 4:18-19, 21; Acts 1:1-2; Heb. 2:3  [b]. John 15:26-27; Acts 1:8; IPet. 1:11  [c]. John 4:41-42; 20:30-31 

______________________________________________________

Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice [a], and reconcile us to God [b]; and in making continual intercession for us [c]. 

[a]. Isa. 53; Acts 8:32-35; Heb. 9:26-28; 10:12   [b]. Rom. 5:10-11; II Cor. 5:18; Col. 1:21-22   [c]. Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 9:24 

______________________________________________________

Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?

A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us [a], and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies [b]. 

[a]. Ps. 110:3; Matt. 28:18-20; John 17:2; Col. 1:13 

[b]. Ps. 2:6-9; 110:1-2; Matt. 12:28; ICor. 15:24-26; Col. 2:15 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Monday  Christ Our Prophet:  What He Teaches Us 
Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 11:8-16  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

[Christ, our Prophet] teaches us to see into our own hearts.  Take the most mercurial (or quick) wits, the greatest politicians, that understand the mysteries of state, they know not the mysteries of their own hearts, they cannot believe the evil that is in them.  ‘Is thy servant a dog?’ 2 Kings 8:13…. The heart is a great deep, which is not easily fathomed.  But when Christ teaches he removes the veil of ignorance, and lights a man into his own heart; and now that he sees swarms of vain thoughts, he blushes to see how sin mingles with his duties, his stars are mixed with clouds; he prays, as Augustine, that God would deliver him from himself.  The second lesson Christ teaches is the vanity of the creature.  A natural man sets up his happiness here, and worships the golden image; but he looks upon the creature in its night-dress, see it to be empty and unsatisfying and not commensurate to a heaven-born soul.  Solomon had put all the creatures in to a still, and when he came to extract the spirit and quintessence, all was vanity.  Ecclesiastes 2:11.  The apostle calls it a show or apparition, having no intrinsic goodness. 1 Corinthians 7:31.  The third lesson is the excellency of things unseen.  Christ gives the soul a sight of glory, a prospect of eternity.  ‘We look not at things which are seen, but at things which are not seen.’ 2 Corinthians 4:18.  Moses saw him who is ‘invisible.’  Hebrews 11:27.  And the patriarchs saw a better country, viz. (or that is) an heavenly, where are delights of angels, rivers of pleasure, the flower of joy, fully ripe and blown. Hebrews 11:16. (p. 167)
Discussion/Thought Question:  Of these three lessons, which do you 
need most to learn?  Look to the Prophet to teach you. 
Hymn for the Day:  “Lord, Speak to Me”  HWC #450          
_____________________________________________________________
Tuesday  Christ Our Prophet:  How He Teaches Us
Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 4:1-16
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Wait upon the means of grace which Christ has appointed.  Though Christ teaches by his Spirit, yet he teaches in the use of ordinances.  Wait at the gates of wisdom’s door.  Ministers are teachers under Christ.  ‘Pastors and teachers.’ Ephesians 4:11.  We read of pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.  Judges 7:16.  Ministers are earthen vessels, but these pitchers have lamps within them to light souls to heaven.  Christ is said to speak to us from heaven now, by his ministers, as the king speaks by his ambassador.  Hebrews 12:25.  Such as wean themselves from the breast of ordinances seldom thrive; either they grow light in their head, or lame in their feet.  The word preached is Christ’s voice in the mouth of the minister; and those that refuse to hear Christ speaking in the ministry, Christ will refuse to hear speaking on their death-bed.  (p. 171)

Discussion/Thought Question:  In what ways have you neglected 
Christ’s voice in the preached Word? How might you listen 
more closely?
Hymn for the Day:  “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”  HWC #585
_____________________________________________________________

Wednesday  Christ Our Priest:  Sacrificed for Us 
Scripture Reading:  Romans 5:1-11
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Is Christ our priest, who was sacrificed for us?  Then see the endeared affection of Christ to us sinners.  ‘The cross,’ says Augustine, ‘was a pulpit, in which Christ preached his love to the world.’  That Christ should die, was more than if all the angels had been turned to dust; and especially that Christ should die as a malefactor, having the weight of all men’s sins laid upon him, and that he should die for his enemies.  Romans 5:10.  The balm-tree weeps out its precious balm, to heal those that cut and mangle it; so Christ shed his blood, to heal those that crucified him.  He died freely.  It is called the offering of the body of Jesus.  Hebrews 10:10.  Though his sufferings were so great, that they made him sigh, and weep, and bleed; yet they could not make him repent (or change his mind and turn back).  ‘He shall see the travail of his soul, and be satisfied.’ Isaiah 53:11.  Christ had hard travail upon the cross, yet he does not repent of it, but thinks his sweat and blood well bestowed, because he sees redemption brought forth to the world.  Oh infinite, amazing love of Christ! a love that passeth knowledge! that neither man nor angel can parallel.  Ephesians 3:19.  How should we be affected with this love!  If Saul was so affected with David’s kindness in sparing his life, how should we be affected with Christ’s kindness in parting with his life for us!  At Christ’s death and passion, the very stones cleave asunder (or split apart), ‘The rocks rent.’ Matthew 27:51.  Not to be affected with Christ’s love in dying, is to have hearts harder than rocks. (p. 175)

Discussion/Thought Question:  How might you be more affected by the 
Great Priest’s sacrifice?  Pray for such affectation. 
Hymn for the Day:  “Join All the Glorious Names”  HWC #111
_____________________________________________________________

Thursday   Christ Our Priest:  His Love in Interceding for Us
Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 9:11-28
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

See here the constancy of Christ’s love to the elect.  He not only died for them, but intercedes for them in heaven.  When Christ has done dying, he has not done loving.  He is now at work in heaven for the saints, he carries their names on his breast, and will never leave praying till that prayer be granted.  ‘Father, I will that those whom thou has given me, be with me where I am.’  [And this] shows that a Christian when he prays must chiefly fix his eye on Christ’s intercession.  We are to look up to the mercy-seat, but to hope for mercy through Christ’s intercession.  We read in Leviticus 16 that Aaron made atonement by incense as well as by the blood.  So we must look up to the cloud of incense, viz. (that is), the intercession of Christ.  Christian, look up to thy Advocate, one to whom God can deny nothing.  A word from Christ’s mouth is more that if all the angels in heaven were pleading for thee.  If a man had a suit… and had a skilful lawyer to plead, it would much encourage him.  Christ is at the court appearing for us, Hebrews 9:24, and he has great power in heaven, which should much encourage us to look up to him, and hope for audience in prayer.  We might be afraid to offer our petitions, if we had not Christ to present them. (p. 183)

Discussion/Thought Questions:  What aspect of God’s love in the 
covenant of grace is most amazing to you?  Meditate much 
today on God’s love in the covenant of grace.
Hymn for the Day:  “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” HWC #211
___________________________________________________________

Friday  Christ Our King:  Ruling Over and Rescuing Us
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 144
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

If Christ be king, it informs us, that all matters of fact must one day be brought before him.  Christ has…the power of life and death in his hand.  ‘The father hath committed all judgment to the Son.’ John 5:22.  He who once hung upon the cross shall sit upon the bench of judicature; kings must come before him to be judged; they who once sat on the throne must appear at the bar.  God has committed all judgment to the Son, and Christ’s is the highest court of judicature; if this king once condemns men, there is no appeal to any other court.  When we are foiled by corruption, we must go to Christ, for he is king; desire him by his kingly power to subdue our corruptions, to bind these kings with chains.  Psalm 144:8.  We are apt to say of our sins, ‘These sons of Zeruiah will be too strong for us;’ we shall never overcome this pride and infidelity; ay, but go to Christ, he is king.  Though our lusts are too strong for us, they are not for Christ to conquer; for by his Spirit he can break the power of sin.  When Joshua had conquered five kings, he caused his servants to set their feet on the necks of those kings; so Christ can and will set his foot on the necks of our lusts. (pp. 190-191) 
Discussion/Thought Question:  The King came to conquer the sinful 
desires of our hearts.  What are some sins whose mastery over 
you needs to be subdued by him?
Hymn for the Day:  “Thine Is the Glory” HWC #227
___________________________________________________________

Saturday  Christ Our King:  The Glory of Serving Him
Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

It is no disparagement to serve Christ; he is a king, and it is not dishonour to be employed in a king’s service.  Some are apt to reproach the saints for their piety; but they serve the Lord Christ, he who has this inscription upon his vesture, KING of kings.  Theodisius thought it a greater honour to be a servant of Christ that the head of an empire….Serving Christ ennobles us with dignity; it is a greater honour to serve Christ than to have kings serve us….If Christ be a great king, submit to him.  Say not, as those Jews, ‘We have no king but Caesar,’ no king but our lusts.  This is to choose the bramble to rule over you, and ‘out of the bramble will come forth a fire.’ Judges 9:15.  Submit to Christ willingly.  All the devils in hell submit to Christ; but it is against their will; they are his slaves, not his subjects.  Submit cheerfully to Christ’s person and his laws.  Many would have Christ their saviour, but not their prince; such as will not have Christ to be their king to rule over them, shall never have his blood to save them.  Obey all Christ’s princely commands; if he commands love, humility, good works, be as the needle (of a compass) that points which way soever the loadstone (or magnet) draws. (pp. 190-191) 

Discussion/Thought Question:  List some ways that it is an honor to 
serve the Christ-King.  Don’t stop doing so until you are fully 
convinced and greatly encouraged.  (Hint—if you get stumped, 
then read or sing the hymn for the day.)
Hymn for the Day:  “Crown Him With Many Crowns” HWC #234
___________________________________________________________


*Readings are from: Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity. (Reprint, Carlisle, PA:  The Banner of Truth Trust, 1992).  (Difficult words have been explained in parentheses.)
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