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2008-2009 SUNDAY SCHOOL ON THE BIBLE:  
Study 1.  If the Bible is NOT the Word of God
INTRODUCTION


A.  Three goals for this class.  


1.  CONFIDENCE:  To build up your confidence in the Bible as the very Word and words of God so that you become fully biblical in your practice of the Christian faith.  Turn back many of the seeds of doubt about the authority of God’s Word.    


2.  CONTENT:  To build up your understanding of the Bible, both in its central message, and in the message of its parts.  Birds eye view, but also get down amongst the rivers and trees and take a look for ourselves.  


3.  COMPETENCE:  To build up your ability correctly to handle the Word of God.  How to understand and apply the Scriptures to faith and life.  

(This may be a two-year project)


Friday, preached in a local jail.  Time for Q&A.  One woman wasn’t sure she could trust the Scriptures in all things.  She said she believed science.  I began briefly to show her the options.  She had never heard a cogent argument for the reliability of the Scriptures and was quite startled.  She had never really thought through the implications of what if the Bible was not true.  All truth is God’s truth.  Always follow the best evidence wherever it leads you.  Nothing to fear from true science or exploration.  


B.  Last time I mentioned that the we should view the Bible as both the word of God and the Word of Man.  Let me expand on that  <Quote from Warfield, Inspiration and Authority, p. 162.>


C.  This time “What if we treat the Bible as ONLY the Word of Man?”

If the Bible is merely a human book, then…

I. WE MAY IGNORE IT.  


It has no authority except that which we give it.  

I really pay no attention to other supposedly sacred books because I consider them to be purely human works.  

A.  Science and Health, with Key to the Scriptures.  The disconnected thoughts of Mary Baker Eddy.  So obscure that it is soberly suggested that its purpose is to induce a trance-like state on the reader.


B.  Book of Mormon:  So utterly preposterous in its origins, no historical or archeological evidence for it, containing errors and plagiarism.  Rediculous.


C.  Koran—ravings of an epileptic who mistakenly thought his seizures were encounters with God.


D.  Lao Tzu—The Way, Taoism.  Supposedly carried in his mother’s womb for 86 years before birth so that he was born already a wise old man.

II.  WE MAY GIVE IT LITTLE WEIGHT.


A.  Suppose we may wish to be considered a Christian, yet believe the Bible to be purely human work.  May want to pay some attention to the Bible, look for what is good in it.  


B.  Here’s the point:  by no means consider the Bible your absolute rule or place yourself under its authority.  Various schemes of understanding the Bible to keep it at arm’s length.  

III. WE MAY AMEND IT.


A.  If the Bible is merely the word of man, then we may certainly add our own words.  The Bible is 2000 years old, some much older.  Certainly there has been more accumulated wisdom of these 2,000 years.  We would be foolish not to add to it.
IV.  WE MAY UPDATE IT.


A.  The cultural argument.  Paul was a product of his repressive, patriarchal culture.  We now share a more enlightened culture.  We have a duty to discard that which was produced by the writers’ cultural blinders.  

B.  The new knowledge argument.  Certain knowledge has exploded in recent years.  We now know that the Bible is mistaken in many respects.  We have a duty to correct it and update it.  

<Feminism>  <Homosexual rights>

V.  WE MAY QUESTION THE MOTIVES OF THE WRITERS.  


A.  The Bible itself says that all are sinners, with sinful, self-promoting motives.  The biblical writers are included in this list.  

B.  The Bible is filled with oppression.  The priests sought to exploit the common people, so they developed all these rules to keep them in fear.  The prophets had their agenda.  The kings sought absolute authority.  Jesus had his agenda.  Paul had his agenda.

(The last two have largely arisen due to the advent of postmodernism [briefly explain])

VI.  WE MAY SUBSTITUTE OUR OWN WORD.  


A.  All views are equally valid.  No real Truth, only individual truths.  The only absolute truth is that there is no absolute truth.  (Story of Tom sharing his faith in college.)  

VII. WE MAY GIVE IT WHATEVER MEANING WE WISH.

A.  Text has no meaning until we give it meaning.  It may have meant something to the author, but we have no way of knowing what that is.  And, it doesn’t really matter because meaning is completely fluid.

B.  Postmodernist view of text is unworkable


Cook with a recipe.


Mechanic working on car.


Surgeon repairing a heart.  


Pilot flying a plain


Whose wife is she?

Matthew 22:23-33

Jesus said that people err because they do not know the Scriptures.  Today people say that the Scriptures err, because they do not know about the latest findings of the sciences.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________


