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MEMORIAL MESSAGE 

FOR CAROL VANDER ZWAAG
(Joshua 6:1-27)

SUBJECT:  The Excellence of the Son of God.  




F.C.F:      

PROPOSITION:  

INTRODUCTION:

INTRODUCTION:


A.  When I think about the circumstances surrounding Carol’s death, one word that comes to mind is “unexpected.”  I heard that word several times the past few days, “unexpected.”  It was certainly unexpected to me.  I saw her on Christmas Day.  She seemed her cheerful self, with her husband, daughters, and granddaughters around her.  She offered her sympathy in my father’s recent death, and we joked a bit.  Nothing could have surprised me more when Bruce called with the stunning news.  It certainly was unexpected, and that makes it all the more difficult to bear, difficult to come to terms with.  It was unexpected.  

And yet, taking the long view, it was not really unexpected at all.  I don’t mean that anyone had a special premonition that Carol’s time was close at hand.  She was only 65, and as I grow older, that seems younger and younger.  


B.  But the fact is that every person in the past, every single one of them, has died.  And, unless Christ returns first, every single person on earth now will die as well.  We all know this.  God has given fair warning, and experience unanimously confirms it.  The Bible declares it absolutely.  And God gives telltale signs all along as we look in the mirror, and as we endure the aches and pains.  We are not long for this world.  God gives fair warning.  And this is a very sobering thought.  For all of us, death is not really unexpected.   

I.  GOD GIVES FAIR WARNING.


A.  I want to think about this with you in the context of a familiar Bible story.  It is so familiar that a popular song has been written about it.  It is the story of Joshua and the battle of Jericho, somewhat miss-named because it wasn’t much of a battle.  Let me remind you of the context.  


God led the people of Israel out of Egypt through Moses.  But it was Joshua, Moses’ second-in-command, who brought them into the Promised Land after Moses’ death.  Joshua led them across the Jordan River, and the first city they encountered was Jericho.  And God gave them specific instructions on how they were to conquer the city.  


Joshua and a portion of the soldiers were to march with the priests on a single trip around Jericho once a day, for six days, and they were to circle the city seven times on the seventh day.  On the first six days, the priests were to blow their seven trumpets.  And on the seventh day, presumably, they were to march around the city in silence until the seven times were completed.  Then the priests were to blow their trumpets together, the people were all to shout, and “the walls would come a tumblin’ down.”  And so that’s what they did.


B.  Now the question that comes to mind is why all the marching and trumpet blowing?  It seemed to serve no practical purpose whatsoever.  And yet the answer to this is of great importance.  


1.  Some suggest that this was a form of psychological warfare.  This marching around the city was calculated to intimidate the inhabitants and destroy all resistance.  It was to scare the willies out of the people of Jericho.  And yet this would have been completely unnecessary.  Rahab reported to the spies that the people were already “melting in fear” because of them.  The reason was because they had heard about the power of the Lord to part the Red Sea.  (Joshua 2:9-10)  And now they had already seen the miraculous crossing of the Jordan.  Undoubtedly, they were already struck with utter terror as Israel drew near.  


2.  Others suggest that this was merely a diversion, to distract the attention of the people of Jericho.  Meanwhile, other soldiers slipped in and began to dig out and undermine the walls, so that the walls would eventually collapse outward.  This is mere speculation.  There is no mention of this in the text.  


3.  And still others suggest that this is a test of obedience for Israel.  This foolish method is devised to see if God’s people will obey him.  I have no doubt that the people did wonder about all this marching.  Perhaps some shared quiet reservations.  And yet there is no indication of question or dispute.  


C.  But there is a more biblical reason for this marching around Jericho.  By the priests blowing their trumpets, a sign of an impending announcement, God was announcing to the people of Jericho that his judgment is at hand, God was giving them fair warning.  And this is the pattern God follows in Scripture.  Before his severe judgment fell, God would send his prophets to announce its coming, sometimes hundreds of years in advance.  This was of the mercy of God.  So God sent Jonah to Nineveh with a 40-day warning, which they heeded.  So God sent the prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah to warn of his coming judgment on Israel, which they did not heed.  But before God dispenses his judgment, he gives fair warning.


This is what we find in the preaching of the Gospel.  The Gospel is the good news that salvation is available to those who will submit to and trust in Christ alone.  But in the message is also a warning of judgment.  There is the sounding of a trumpet to all the peoples of the earth that God will indeed judge the world and will condemn all who are not saved in Christ.  Peter writes that:  God “is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  God announces his coming judgment through his faithful preachers, to demonstrate his justice and his desire that all would be saved.  

II.  GOD IS WARNING US EVERY DAY.  


A.  The fact is that God is giving us fair warning.  The last book of the Bible, Revelation, depicts all of history in terms of a book or scroll that is opened.  And from the scroll come seven angels blowing seven trumpets.  Doesn’t that sound familiar? It’s just like the seven priests blowing their seven trumpets as they marched around Jericho.  Their trumpet blowing was a warning of impending judgment, and the angels’ trumpet blowing is the same.  

B. As each angel blows his trumpet, some kind of disaster befalls the earth:  a fiery hailstorm, the destruction of the waters, the destruction of the land, and deadly war on the earth.  All of these disasters are warnings of God’s judgment to come.  God is giving fair warning all the time as the world experiences these calamities and as individually we grow old and suffer injuries and illnesses.  Our own coming death and God’s judgment that follows should by no means be unexpected.  God assures us it is coming.   

III. GOD HAS MADE A WAY TO PREPARE.  


A.  But there is one more marvelous part of this story that is sometimes forgotten.  God’s judgment did fall on Jericho.  The walls did “come a-tumblin’ down.”  And all the inhabitants were put to the sword as God’s judgment for their wickedness.  All except for one.  

There was one person in Jericho who was saved from this judgment, the most unlikely person of all.  All of the people of Jericho were terrified as the army of Israel approached.  They had all heard of Israel’s God, and how he had delivered Israel from Egypt with a mighty hand.  All of Jericho feared Israel’s God.  So they closed the gate and hid behind their walls and hoped that judgment day would not come.  


B.  But there was one who surrendered to Israel’s God.  When the two spies from Israel’s camp sneaked into Jericho, she hid them and helped them escape.  She knew that judgment was at hand, but she joined Israel instead.  She trusted Israel’s God to save her, even though she knew she deserved his judgment.  It wasn’t the mayor who was saved.  It wasn’t the president of the PTA, nor the priest, nor the head of the ladies’ aide.  It was Rahab, a prostitute.  She alone believed in Israel’s God, and she alone, along with her family, was saved from judgment.  


This shows us the mercy and grace of God.  He saves all who come to him in faith.  He rescues those who know their time is coming, who heed his solemn warning of judgment, and trust him to save them.

CONCLUSION


For over a thousand years later, another “Joshua” from Israel would come (we pronounce his name “Jesus”).  Only he did not come in judgment but in mercy.  He came to save sinners, even prostitutes like Rahab, all who will trust him.  He was called “the friend of sinners.”  It was meant as an insult, but I count it as my only hope.  He was lifted up on the cross to give his life as a ransom, a sacrifice to pay the price for all those sinners who would, like Rahab, believe on him.  This is the 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me.  

We sang it earlier, 

And when I think that God his Son not sparing

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing,

He bled and died, to take away my sin,

Then sings my soul:  My God, How Great Thou Art!  

Carol chose well these hymns of testimony and faith.  And, perhaps, through these hymns, she was inviting us to expect the unexpected, to heed God’s warning, and to put our faith in the faithful Savior, Joshua or Jesus, the friend of sinners and Shepherd of our souls.  And this is your invitation to trust in him today.  (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


