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THE TRANSFORMING WELCOME
(Matthew 11:25-30; Romans 13:8-14)

INTRODUCTION


A.  I have a confession to make.  I’m getting tired of death, and loss, of sadness and brokenness and pain.  Death is unnatural and wrong for all of us, but most of all for a young person.  I know I’m just speaking out of my frustration, but sometimes, perhaps more often than we do, we need to lament and to grieve.  Kyla started life a bit behind most people.  She was born with a dis-ability, but excelled in other abilities, and she was loved, and she will be missed. 

Someone from the family selected the Scripture passages for our meditation this afternoon, and I am thankful.  They chose well.  In my personal grief I was anxious to read these texts for my own comfort and encouragement.  What I found there was welcome, a bit surprising, and complete in explaining the hope that God’s people share in Christ.  <Matthew 11:25-30; Romans 13:8-14>

What is our hope when we are unsettled, shaken, and overcome with grief? Our hope is truly better than we could imagine, good news to turn the dark night of mourning into the rising sun of gladness.  And even though we will continue to shed our tears and sit in lowly silence in the days to come, we will not stay there.  God has intervened; God has come to our aid; God has spoken his words of life.  


B.  Our hope is in the Son of God:  “who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,” as the creed reminds us, “and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried, and the third day He rose again according to Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end.”  

It is to Jesus Christ alone we come for hope, for there is no other real hope except in him.  And our texts from Matthew and from Romans invite us to come to him and to stay with him.  To be more specific, God’s Word tells us this afternoon, that ONLY CHILDREN MAY COME, and ONLY GROWN-UPS MAY STAY.  Let’s look into this good news together.     

I. ONLY CHILDREN MAY COME.


A.  Only children may come to Christ.  I’m not talking about one’s chronological age, but one’s frame of heart.  Listen to what Jesus said in Matthew 11:  25   At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children;  26  yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27  All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”


B.  The ability to believe the good news of the Gospel is only given to children.  God hides this ability from the “wise and understanding.”  Those who think they understand, those who are wise in themselves, will not bother to consider God’s wisdom.  Those who are full of themselves have no room for Christ.  So only little children may come to Christ and be saved.  Only those who admit their need, who understand their helpless condition will come to Christ and be saved.  Another way Jesus described this was in terms of sickness and seeking a physician’s help.  Jesus said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Mark 2:17)  Only those who know their spiritual sickness will come.

1.  Only a child would admit their need.  Little children know they are helpless and are not at all too proud to tug on someone’s sleeve and ask for help.  And that is the only way we may come to Christ.  He cannot help those who think they are able to make it on their own, but only those who “labor and are heavy laden.”   


2.  And only a child would believe the Gospel.  Only a child would understand that he is so broken and ruined by sin they he is utterly helpless to save himself, but that God has intervened.  God has given his Son who was made man so that he could suffer God’s wrath for us, in our place, as a substitute, so that we could be declared righteous and set free.  His cross was really my cross, but he took it for me.  Only a child would be humble enough to say, “I’ll take it!  I’ll rest in what Christ has done for me, so that I might be reconciled to God.”


3.  Only a child loves the cross of Christ, for he sees in the cross God’s perfect solution for his deadly dilemma.  Walter Shirley was pastor of a small church in Ireland.  His brother, the Earl of Ferrars was a brutal, wicked man.  One day, the brother became enraged at a servant and in anger rose up and murdered him.  


He was arrested and put into jail.  Shirley, though shocked at his crime, journeyed to his brother’s prison and remained with him during the distressing weeks that followed.  In time, the Earl was convicted and hanged.  Shirley, worn out and humiliated by the long vigil, could find comfort only in the cross of Christ, and he wrote these words:      
Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
which before the cross I spend,

Life and health and peace possessing, 
from the sinner’s dying Friend.

Here I rest, in wonder viewing 
all my sins on Jesus laid,

Here I see redemption flowing 
from the sacrifice he made.

Here I find the dawn of heaven, 
while upon the cross I gaze,

See my trespasses forgiven, 
and my songs of triumph raise.

O that near the cross abiding, 
I may to the Savior cleave,

Naught with him my heart dividing, 
all for him content to leave.


Only children may come to Christ, to his cross and be saved.  At the same time,
II. ONLY GROWN-UPS MAY STAY.  


A.  This is the message of the other text that was selected for this memorial service.  It is from Romans 13, and it is a call to Christian maturity, to grow up in faith and following Christ.  


“8  Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9  The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

    
“11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12  The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13  Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”

Only helpless sinners, those who “labor and are heavy laden,” may come to Christ.  And they find the wonderful rest he promised, rest from the burden of guilt and shame due to their sins.  Rest from the fearful expectation of judgment.  But Jesus also said, “Take my yoke upon you.”  The yoke was placed around a beast of burden, which connected it to its load, a wagon or plow.  When we come to Christ, he redirects our energies in his service, and he transforms our sinful way of life into the way of righteousness and peace.  

B.  Far too many mistake the salvation Christ offers.   They think it involves only going to heaven when you die.  But that’s not a very great salvation, and if that’s all he could do, then Jesus would not be much of a Savior.  

Imagine a patient dying of some horribly debilitating and disfiguring and agonizingly painful disease.  And imagine this patient rushing to the doctor and begging for a cure.  “But,” he explains, “I only want you to save me from death.  I don’t want you to cure the debilitation, the disfigurement, or the terrible pain.  No, I like those.  Please just keep me alive; that’s all I want.” Who in their right mind would desire only life without becoming completely well? 

Jesus Christ is the great physician.  He heals us not only of the penalty for sin so that we can go to heaven when we die.  He also breaks the power of sin, so that we can rise up out of our misery and walk anew as his noble and beloved daughters and sons, a process begun in this life and perfected in the next.  Only children may come, and only grown-ups may stay.  


C.  This new way of life is chiefly characterized by love, selfless concern and care for others.  And we grow up into this life, with God’s help, by a twofold process of putting off or putting away sinful attitudes, habits, and practices, and replacing them with the character of Christ himself so that we grow up to be like him.  “So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13  Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”
CONCLUSION


Only children may come to Christ, and only grown-ups may stay with Christ.  Jesus loves you just the way you are; and he loves you too much to let you stay that way.  And I don’t know where God’s Word finds you today.  Perhaps you need to humble yourself like a little child and reach out to Jesus, the Savior, the Great Physician.  Perhaps you “labor and are heavy laden,” and you need the rest from sin and judgment, the rest of reconciliation with God that he offers.  You come to him and trust him today.


Or perhaps you need to renew your faith in Christ, and you need to start again growing in him.  You need to put away sinful attitudes and habits with God’s help and grow into the character of Christ, of selfless, others-focused love.  

This is the good news of the Gospel.  God’s rescue in Christ is complete:  a rich welcome into heavenly dwellings in the next life, and new hope in this life.  And all of this in Christ as we come to him.

Only children may come, and only grown-ups may stay. 
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