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BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW
(Revelation 21:1-8)

INTRODUCTION


A.  Here we are at a memorial service, and it is the second day of a new year, of a new decade, 2010.  Of course the fact that we begin a new year on January 1 is completely arbitrary and artificial.  It might as well be any other day of the year.  Why not the first day of spring, when winter is passing and the world is coming back to life?  Or why not on the first day of winter, when the days suddenly stop growing shorter and shorter and begin to lengthen, reminding us that day will not be overcome by the darkness of night.  

B.  Still, the calendar makes us think of new things, leaving the past behind and pressing on to new hopes and aspirations.  And that brings us to our text for this memorial service.  It is from the last book of the Bible, the second to the last chapter in the Bible, Revelation 21, verse 5.  It is a scripture verse that I know Don loved because he quoted it to me often, and here it is:  “5  And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  The promise Don loved and rejoiced in is this word of the Lord:  “Behold, I am making all things new.”  This is strengthened by the solemn declaration: “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true,” as if to say, “Carve this message in stone because it is of great importance and it will certainly come to pass.”  


“Behold!”  Look here, stop what you are doing, quit your scheming and day-dreaming because here is one of those great truths that literally changes everything.  


“I am making all things new.”  “I am making,” (present tense).  He did not say, “I will someday make.”  “This is already taking place.  Oh, there will come at the last a future, full conclusion, but please understand that I am already making all things new.”  

C.  Now the phrase “all things” is pretty general.  God promises that he is making “all things” new.  Let’s see if we can get more specific. 


What kinds of things is God making new?

For one thing, we note that…
I. GOD WILL MAKE US A NEW WORLD.  


A.  There is something wrong with this world, with this present age; I’m absolutely sure you have noticed it.  It’s broken, flawed, incurably ruined, the Bible tells us, by sin.  St. Paul reminds us that this creation has been subjected to futility by sin which means in part that it is temporal, it cannot endure, and it is passing away.  And that certainly explains a lot.

But there is a new world coming.  God will make us a new world.  “1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”   What this new world will be like, the new heavens and the new earth, we can scarcely imagine.  But we can be sure that there will be continuity, sameness, and yet discontinuity or difference.  

B.  St. John writes of a new heaven and a new earth.  The reason the new must come is because the old heaven and earth had passed away.  That’s another way of describing the futility of this present, broken age.  It is passing away.  And let me just gently remind you that though this world is passing away, it is not proper to speak of Christians, believers, passing away.  We are not tied to this age, so we will not pass away with it.  Sadly, non-Christians are bound to this age and they are passing away with it.  But not those who have put their faith in Christ and are reconciled to God through him.  We have become as immortal as he is. 

And there will be no more sea, that fearsome and unforgiving, restless and untamable abyss is gone.  There are no dark or dangerous places in the new earth.  


And there is a new city, the New Jerusalem, a beautiful, perfected city from God, a new community of people living in joyful peace, forever reconciled to each other because we are forever reconciled to God.  God will dwell in our midst.  There it is.  Adam once walked with God in the garden in the cool of the day, so this garden relationship will be restored in the new earth.  No wonder this so marvelously appealed to Don!  What could be better for him than walking with Jesus in the garden in the cool of the day?


But there’s more.  For us to be fitted to this new world, 
II. GOD WILL MAKE US NEW BODIES.  


A.  Whether we are believers or unbelievers, the fact is that our bodies are tied to the first creation.  They are suited for this present, mortal age, because they are likewise mortal bodies.  They were made from the dust of this present, fallen world.  The curse of death which God threatened in the garden is still at work in our bodies.  We must have more appropriate bodies for the age to come, for the new world, and so God will make us new bodies.  Look at verse 4:  “4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more….”  That right there should signal for us the great change that is in store for us in the new world:  new bodies, no longer subject to death.  


In truth, death has been at work in us since birth.  Some call it “aging,” but it is really the principle of death.  Even in the midst of the great joy of a new birth there is the cloud of death.  Nobody seriously doubts that before 80 or 90 or perhaps 100 years have passed, this brand new life will reach its end.  


B.  Don had many physical problems.  The doctors only confirmed what he already knew, despite his protests of “feeling fine.”  The heart failure that presumably shut down his mortal body for good had been looming as a dark cloud on the horizon already for some time.  Don used to take communion with me to our shut-ins almost every month, always ready at a moment’s notice.  The second to the last time we went out, he asked me to park close so he would not have so far to walk.  This last time he walked so slowly—now I understand why.  


C.  Let’s be clear—believers who die are in what the theologians call “the intermediate state.”  God has not yet made them a new body; that will come about at the resurrection.  But there is no more death.  Some speculate that God gives us a kind of intermediate body, others suggest that we remain without a body until the resurrection, with the Lord, conscious and in his presence, but waiting for the resurrection.  We cannot say for sure.  


This is what St. Paul is referring to in language that is not perhaps as clear as we would like it, in 2 Corinthians 5:  “1  For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2  For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3  if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4  For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5  He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.” 

“6  So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7  for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8  Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9  So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.”

D.  The final state, though, for the believer is the resurrection.  Jesus has led the way.  As his lifeless body was raised to immortality, as it was a new body, yet fully recognizable to his disciples, so shall we follow him in the resurrection.  Don knew this, and banked on it.  He told me long ago that he was looking forward to fishing with his Dad on the Red River in the new earth.  He explained that it would be alright since fish are cold- blooded creatures and don’t really feel pain.  God will make us new bodies, suitable and fit for the new world.  

And most wonderfully of all…

III. GOD WILL MAKE US NEW PERSONS.  


A.  I’m told that the Italians have a custom.  As midnight on New Year's Eve approaches, the streets are clear. There is no traffic; there are no pedestrians; even the policemen take cover. Then, at the stroke of twelve, the windows of the houses fly open.  To the sound of laughter, music and fireworks, each member of the family pitches out old crockery, detested ornaments, hated furniture, and a whole catalogue of personal possessions which remind them of something in the past year they are determined to wipe out of their minds. 


I wonder if it helps.  People react in various ways when approaching a great transition point, like an approaching new year.  Some people form resolutions about changes they will make, promising to give up old habits or to form new ones.  These resolutions are notoriously ineffective, probably because they do not deal sufficiently with our real needs.  Most of these resolutions involve only surface issues, when what we really need is something deeper.  God promises what is unattainable through human resolve.  God will make us new persons.   

B.  For the believer, this already is taking place.  Remember, God did not say in our text that he will (future tense) make all things new, but:  “I am (present tense) making all things new.”  God has already begun the work of “conforming us to the image of Christ,” making us holy, pounding us into the character of Christ.  But one day it will be complete.  I long for this most of all.  Think of it:  my sinful self forever cured of evil, the stubborn wickedness that yet remains in my heart healed—forever free! “4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  There’s something that will pass away, my old sinful nature, and good riddance!  

All of these troubles:  tears, death, mourning, crying, pain, all of these have entered into the world because of sin.  The last chapter of the Bible promises that there will be no more curse (22:3).  The curse of sin has been taken for us on the cross.  Jesus swallowed the poison pill for his people; God’s holy wrath for our sins fell on his Son on the cross that we might be forever free of them.  When we put our faith in Jesus, we are forgiven the penalty of sin.  And sin’s power is broken so that we begin to live a new life.  And in the age to come, even sin’s presence will be removed completely, so that we will be free, completely free.  

CONCLUSION


But you must trust him as your Savior.  You must repent of that sin that has ruined you, and obey him as your Lord.  You can only be reconciled to God through his Son.  If you are not, then you will perish in your sins.  You truly will “pass away” into everlasting destruction.  “7  The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8  But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”


In all of Scripture, there is no remedy, none whatsoever, for this second death.  It is everlasting death.  So you must come to Christ today, before it is too late.

Death can come slowly, with many warnings, as it did with Don.  He had become ready long, long before death ever came to call for him.  He professed his faith in the only One who has ever conquered death.  


But death can also come in an instant, in a heartbeat, with no warning at all.  Last week a 34-year-old school teacher from Niobrara, Nebraska slipped and fell on the ice.  She died on Christmas Eve.  The funeral was Wednesday.  She only slipped on the ice, she just slipped on the ice, and now she faces eternity.  

The Bible says “Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  On this day, when we are faced with death, won’t you truly cheat death by putting you faith in the Author of life? In Christ you will take part in the new world, in a new body, as a new person.  “Now is the day of salvation.”  Today is the day for you to trust Jesus.   
(
____________________________________________________________________________________________


