0806-15P



              


LOOKING TO THE LORD
(Psalm 20)

TEXT:

SUBJECT:  The Church’s help
F.C.F.: Where do I go for help?
PROPOSITION:  Since the Lord alone can help us, we must 
look to him alone for help.
OBJECTIVE:  
+look to God alone for help   


-Don’t look elsewhere
INTRODUCTION:


A.  Here are some trivia questions concerning our National Anthem:


1.  What is the name of our national anthem? (The Star Spangled Banner)


2.  Who wrote our national anthem? (Francis Scott Key)

3.  In what year was it written? (1814)


4.  What was the name of the fort which was under attack when he wrote it? (Ft. McHenry)


5.  Fort McHenry guarded what city?  (Baltimore, Maryland)

6.  What was the original name of the National Anthem? (Defense of Ft. McHenry)


7.  Who sewed the flag immortalized in The Star Spangled Banner?  (Baltimore seamstress Mary Pickersgill)

The National Anthem was written in a time of great turmoil and uncertainty, in a time of war for our national survival.  Why are we talking about the National Anthem?  


B.  Charles Spurgeon calls Psalm 20 a “National Anthem (for Israel), fitted to be sung at the outbreak of war, when the monarch was girding on his sword for the fight.”  If you would understand this psalm, picture, if you will, King David, appearing before the people in Jerusalem, the columns of grim warriors about to embark to defeat the enemy and rescue God’s people.  The crowd hails him, and together they chant.  “May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 2  May he send you help from the sanctuary  and give you support from Zion! …. May the LORD fulfill all your petitions!”

David is acknowledged as God’s prophet, a type of God’s coming Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is to Jesus that these words most fully apply.  Picture if you will the scene in heaven, God’s Son about to step down from glory to take on flesh and be born the Virgin’s Son.  There he would fulfill the ancient covenant of works, perfect obedience in thought, word, and deed.  There he would endure the everlasting wrath of God for sinners.  There he would rise victorious, ascend to the right hand of the Father to rule the nations.  But before he goes, the angels hail him, and cry:  “May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 2  May he send you help from the sanctuary  and give you support from Zion! ….May the LORD fulfill all your petitions!”

But if you would not only understand but apply this text, then you must but remember that the Church is truly called the Body of Christ, through which the Mighty Warrior of God still wages war against the evil one, conquering sin and error, winning back the captives with the great power of his truth and love.  The Church goes off to war in the name of her Lord, and she marches under this benediction:  “May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 2 May he send you help from the sanctuary  and give you support from Zion! ….May the LORD fulfill all your petitions!”

C.  If this National Anthem teaches us anything, it is that we who are engaged in the great contest of the ages must look to the Lord in every respect.  As we look to him we find solid strength and certain victory, and we advance in unfailing confidence.  But in all things we must look to the Lord.
I. WE MUST LOOK TO THE LORD FOR OUR HELP.


A.  “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”  We must look to God for all of our help, for there is no other lasting help except in his name.  “May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 2  May he send you help from the sanctuary  and give you support from Zion!”

Our help is in the name of the Lord.  We must not let our high hope degenerate into mere superstition.  In the days of Eli, the Ark of the Covenant was treated with superstition, a mere charm to be carried into battle, and Israel was beaten while the Ark was captured.  In the days of Jeremiah, the Temple was converted into superstition as the foolish people thought their city was unshakable as long as the Temple stood in their midst.  It had become for them a four-leaf clover, and that Temple was destroyed.  


B.  The living Lord God is our help.
And what help!  He is our protection and our provision, and we are always in desperate need of both.  You cannot fathom the unseen forces arrayed against God’s church.  Satan will push you any direction but the true.  He is always sowing seeds of frustration and distraction, of discord and disappointment, of over-confidence in self and under-confidence in God.  As our Lord informed the brash Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.” (Luke 22:31-32)  Imagine the whole church of God tossed and scattered like wheat, always shaken and thrown apart.  It is a wonder that God’s church advances at all, yet God protects her.  


C.  And God provides for her.  Once again, we do not know our need.  We think entirely with eyes of flesh, our need for money and offerings, for buildings and technology, and some of these are necessary.  But God sends HELP, that is, real aid, through his Holy Spirit to make his people strong in love and bold in the Gospel of peace. 

Here is our summons to humble, heartfelt prayer in all things, pleading with God for his Spirit to enliven us, and to spur us on to great courage and sacrificial service.  It is to prayer, yes in a disciplined manner, yes with frequency and regularity, and yes, if you will, as a habit, but not mere habit.  You are addressing a living person, and a living person can tell when you have become mechanical in your responses and petitions.  We must look to the living Lord for help.
II. WE MUST LOOK TO THE LORD THROUGH CHRIST.


A.  As the people bless the king on the eve of battle, they call to mind the offerings and sacrifices he has made.  “3 May he remember all your offerings  and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices!”  They remind us that God is a great King, and the great King may be approached only in the way he has prescribed.  In the Old Testament, God was to be approached through blood, through offerings and sacrifices.  God could not be approached immediately, but required a mediator.  The sacrifices and offerings ensured a positive and vital relationship with God.  


B.  Once again we must think as New Testament believers.  Jesus Christ has fulfilled all the offerings and given the perfect sacrifice to reconcile us to God.  So as we engage in the great battle, we must always look to the Lord through Jesus Christ.  And once we do, we then advance boldly, with confidence.  After Joshua led the army of Israel to complete victory at Jericho, he turned to the smaller, less fortified neighboring city of Ai.  He determined that only a small force would be needed, but when they went to battle, they were defeated!  Why?  Because one of the soldiers had disobeyed God and his sin had brought God’s wrath upon the whole people.  Once Joshua dealt with that sin and purged it from the land, they once again enjoyed unbroken success in battle.  


C.  Our confidence in serving Christ and advancing his kingdom is not in our best behavior, but in Christ’s reconciling work on the cross.  We never need stop to wonder about God’s attitude for us.  In fact, I think that all such wondering actually serves either to inhibit our boldness, or to enflame our sinful pride.  If we pause to ask whether our behavior has been good enough this week for God to bless us, then either we answer, “Yes, or no.”   If we say “no,” which would always be the correct answer, then we would find ourselves hesitant, reluctant, and defeated from the outset.  But if our answer is “Yes, I do believe I have behaved well enough for God to bless me,” then we are guilty of presumptive pride, the same kind of pride which God says he personally opposes.  


And our proper move is to look to Christ first as the basis for all of our hope and courage.  Jesus is perfectly accepted by the Father, and in him we are accepted as well. 

We must look to the Lord for help.  We must look to the Lord through Christ.  And… 

III. WE MUST LOOK TO THE LORD WITH BOLD HOPE. 


A.  Notice what the people say in verse 4:  “May he grant you your heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans!”  And the simple point is that the king ought to have some desires and ought to make some plans, and then set to work carrying them out.  This is again supremely true of our Lord Jesus Christ.  If ever there was a man who had a plan, whose whole life was lived as a mission, moment-by-moment, it was he.  And since his will was to do the will of his Father, he always got his heart’s desire.  


B.  Let me tell you a little secret.  The trick to getting what you want is to want what God wants, because God always gets his way.  After all, God himself says that we must pray according to his will, and if we pray according to his will, then he will grant all of our requests.  So the trick to getting what you want is to want what God wants, because God always gets his way.  


This is even more true of the church as the body of Christ.  The church should always have great desires and dreams and make bold plans, plans that are worthy of God, the great King.  I am astonished that a department store is courageous enough to adopt the motto:  “Expect Great Things,” while the church more often says, “I don’t think it will work.”  


C.  I have heard that the bumblebee is aerodynamically unsuited for flying.  Because of its body shape and the area of its wings, it is impossible for the bumblebee to fly.  But the bumblebee doesn’t know that, so it flies anyhow.  Isn’t it amazing that Christ told his little band of followers to go out and make disciples of all the nations of the earth, and they didn’t know any better, so they did!  Christ says the same thing to us today.  What if we started saying, “This is the church of the living Lord and risen Christ Jesus—Expect Great Things!”  Certainly this has got to be more true of the people of God than it is of a department store!  


Why haven’t we evangelized the whole town of Hospers yet?  What I mean is , why haven’t we knocked on every door in the community and asked for the opportunity to explain the Gospel?  I cannot think of one good reason why we have not yet done that.  Can you? I think such boldness would please God.  We must look to the Lord with bold hope.  “4  May he grant you your heart’s desire  and fulfill all your plans!”
IV. WE MUST LOOK TO THE LORD IN GLADNESS.  

A.  I just told you that the secret to getting what you want is to want what God wants, for he always gets his way.  Here is a companion to this secret:  If you want to be happy, make sure that what makes you happy is what makes God happy.  That’s the point of verse 5:  “May we shout for joy over your salvation, and in the name of our God set up our banners!”  The people are hoping for their happiness.  They look expectantly to victory and salvation, and long for the experience of that joy.  But that’s alright, because that will also please God.  It pleases God to save his people, and they are pleased to be saved.  So learned to be pleased with what pleases God and you will always be pleased.  Am I going too fast for you?  


B.  The truth is that we can change that which we love; we can decide that which makes us happy.  This is called “sanctification.”  Before Christ, we find that what generally makes us happy makes God wrathful, and that’s not a good thing.  But then God awakens us in Christ.  We “come to our senses” which is the phrase Jesus used to describe the change of heart of the prodigal son.  And now, in our right minds, we begin to love what God loves and hate what God hates.  This is another way of saying that we become happy with what makes God happy, and we are unhappy with what makes God unhappy.  


So as we fight the battle together as God’s people we must be seeking a continual change of heart.  We should be praying along these lines, “Lord, grant success to your kingdom, so that we will be overjoyed as more and more are rescued for horror and hell and come to find their home and happiness in you.  Lord, we long for that joy.  Lord, we plead with you that we might share in that most delicious happiness, to see you glorified.”  


C.  Is it really biblical to be concerned with our own joy and to be asking God to give us joy in the success of his kingdom? Most certainly!  The Apostle John is quite forthright in this respect in the opening verses of his first epistle:   



“1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (now verse 4)  “4  And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.”


Joy is of the fruit of the Spirit, second only to love, and that should tell us something.  A Christian, by definition, must be joyful.  A non-joyful Christian is a contradiction in terms.  We must look to the Lord in gladness.  

CONCLUSION


Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.  We must look to the Lord for all of our help, through the only Mediator, Jesus Christ, desiring and planning a bold hope, and all in gladness, that our joy may be full.  

And this must be our National Anthem as the people of God.  May our God grant that we expect great things from him as we attempt great things for him!  And may we shout for joy over every advance of his glorious kingdom!  
(
   1 ¶  TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID. May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 2  May he send you help from the sanctuary  and give you support from Zion! 3  May he remember all your offerings  and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices! Selah 4  May he grant you your heart’s desire  and fulfill all your plans! 5  May we shout for joy over your salvation,  and in the name of our God set up our banners!  May the LORD fulfill all your petitions!

    6 ¶  Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed;  he will answer him from his holy heaven  with the saving might of his right hand. 7  Some trust in chariots and some in horses,  but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 8  They collapse and fall,  but we rise and stand upright. 9  O LORD, save the king!  May he answer us when we call.
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